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The House met at 9 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker.

———
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Almighty and merciful God of the
universe, we give You thanks for giving
us another day.

We pray for the gift of wisdom to all
with great responsibility in this House
for the leadership of our Nation.

As the Members disperse to their var-
ious districts and our Nation prepares
to celebrate Memorial Day, may we all
retreat from the busyness of life to re-
member our citizen ancestors who
served our Nation in the armed serv-
ices.

Grant that their sacrifice of self, and
for so many, of life, would inspire all of
America’s citizens to step forward, in
whatever their path of life, to make a
positive contribution to the strength of
our democracy.

Bless us this day and every day, and
may all that is done within these hal-
lowed Halls be for Your greater honor
and glory.

Amen.

————
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. HULTGREN. Mr. Speaker, pursu-
ant to clause 1, rule I, I demand a vote
on agreeing to the Speaker’s approval
of the Journal.

The SPEAKER. The question is on
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.

Mr. HULTGREN. Mr. Speaker, I ob-
ject to the vote on the ground that a

quorum is not present and make the
point of order that a quorum is not
present.

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8,
rule XX, further proceedings on this
question will be postponed.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Illinois (Mr. HULTGREN) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Mr. HULTGREN led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to five requests for 1-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

CELEBRATING THE PUBLIC
SERVICE OF RUTH RICHARDSON

(Mr. HULTGREN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. HULTGREN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to celebrate the long and fruitful
public service of a member of my staff,
Ruth Richardson.

With degrees from Aurora and North-
ern Illinois Universities, Ruth began
her career as an admissions counselor
at Aurora University.

In 1990, she started her service to the
U.S. House of Representatives as a
caseworker in the office of Congress-
man Dennis Hastert. The caseworker
plays a central role in a congressional
office as the primary advocate for con-
stituents having challenges with the
Federal Government, and Ruth ex-
celled at her job.

For 26 years, she worked tirelessly to
help seniors who were having trouble
obtaining their Social Security bene-
fits or to help veterans in search of
medical care or military acknowledge-
ment of their service, and she spear-
headed the U.S. annual Congressional
Art Competition to showcase the
young talent in Illinois.

To many, Ruth has been a strong ally
navigating the intricate and arcane
Federal bureaucracy. I was thrilled
Ruth joined my team when I first en-
tered Congress in 2011, and she has de-
livered professional and caring service
to the 14th District residents. Everyone
who comes in contact with Ruth is
warmed by her selfless heart and will-
ingness to help. In many ways, she is
irreplaceable, and we will greatly miss
her as she retires at the end of this
month.

Ruth, it is now time for you to enjoy
your family and your next adventure in
life. Don’t be a stranger to the office.
And may God bless you in your retire-
ment.

————

REMEMBERING AUBURN POLICE
OFFICER RONALD TARENTINO

(Mr. MCGOVERN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, today
I rise to honor Officer Ronald
Tarentino, a member of the Auburn Po-
lice Department in Massachusetts, who
was tragically shot and killed in the
line of duty this past weekend.

Officer Tarentino exemplified the
courage and dedication that defines our
incredible men and women in blue. His
neighbors and friends described him as
a ‘‘gentle giant,” a ‘‘great guy,” and
“always willing to help.” He always
kept an eye out for the 9l-year-old
widow living across the street.

Remembering Officer Tarentino this
week, Auburn Police Chief Andrew J.
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Sluckis said: ‘““‘He got along with every-
body. He was somebody who was al-
ways smiling. He was an outstanding
guy, and we’re going to miss him.”” Mr.
Speaker, that is how he will be remem-
bered.

In the days since this tragedy, it has
been truly inspiring to see the Auburn,
Leicester, and surrounding commu-
nities come together to support Officer
Tarentino’s wife and three children.
My heart goes out to them, and I know
I am not alone in saying that Officer
Tarentino will never be forgotten.

———
RECOGNIZING SCOTT MEADOR

(Mr. BUCSHON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize a local act of cour-
age.

Earlier this week, in my hometown
of Newburgh, Indiana, a car wreck at a
local gas station quickly turned into a
life-or-death situation. In what was de-
scribed as a scene from an action
movie, Boonville native Scott Meador,
who was a bystander to the incident,
bravely pulled the driver to safety be-
fore the car was consumed by flames,
saving the driver’s life.

Scott Meador is a hero and an exam-
ple for us all. Because of his selfless ac-
tion, a family remains whole. That is
what it means to be a Hoosier—to come
to the aid of your fellow citizen when
they are in need.

Mr. Speaker, it is important to high-
light the positive things that happen
daily in our country. Regardless of
what may be going on around us,
events like this remind us what is real-
ly important in life.

——

VICTIMS OF GUN VIOLENCE

(Mr. PETERS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PETERS. Mr. Speaker, Platte,
South Dakota, September 17, 2015:

Nicole Westerhuis, 41 years old;

Connor Westerhuis, 14;

Michael Westerhuis, 16;

Jaeci Westerhuis, 10;

Kailey Westerhuis, 9.

Piketon, Ohio, April 22, 2016:

Kenneth Rhoden, 44 years old;

Christopher Rhoden, Sr., 40;

Gary Rhoden, 38;

Dana Manley Rhoden, 37;

Hanna May Rhoden, 22;

Hannah Hazel Gilley, 20;

Clarence Rhoden, 20;

Christopher Rhoden, Jr., 16.

Macon, Georgia, December 12, 2014:

Derrick Jackson, 38 years old;

George Henley, 34;

Corey Hollingshed, 25.

Dallas, Texas, January 4, 2015:

Deborah Lou Stanley, 57 years old;

Max Vester McEwen, 54;

Jose Alfredo Lopez, 21.

Norfolk, Virginia, January 1, 2014:

Melvin Alston, 32 years old;
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Marcus Deering, 22.

REMEMBERING HILLIARD POLICE
OFFICER SEAN JOHNSON

(Mr. STIVERS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. STIVERS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the life and service of
Hilliard, Ohio, Police Officer Sean R.
Johnson, who passed away last week in
a tragic training accident.

Officer Johnson’s dedication to pub-
lic service was evident when he made
the decision to join the Air Force right
out of high school in 1988. After serving
in the military and earning the rank of
senior airman, he was hired at the
Fairfield County Sheriff’s Department,
where he served until 1997.

Officer Johnson joined the Hilliard
Division of Police in October 1999 and
would stay with the department for the
next 16 years. Throughout his 16 years
with the Hilliard Division of Police, he
was distinguished as one of the most
valuable members of the police depart-
ment. He was awarded multiple
achievement citations during his time
for his service above the normal call of
duty in dangerous circumstances.

He earned his associates degree in
law enforcement from Columbus State
Community College and was a father of
two children, all while working to keep
our community safe.

I want to recognize Officer Sean
Johnson for his incredible service to
our community in Hilliard.

I also want to offer my deepest con-
dolences to his family at this difficult
time.

———————

ZIKA VIRUS

(Mr. DEUTCH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, a new
CDC study shows a 13 percent risk that
the Zika virus will result in
microcephaly, causing incomplete fetal
brain development.

Already, nearly 300 pregnant women
in the United States have acquired
Zika. In light of these risks, how can
this Congress continue to obstruct,
delay, and deny the necessary funding
for a response?

On many issues, this Congress is di-
vided. I get it. But this is our most
basic job. This emergency will test us
as Americans, and it will test us as an
institution. Will we come together to
prevent a Zika outbreak? Will we pro-
tect these families? Will we act in the
common good, or will we continue to
play politics, ignore the science, and
disregard these serious risks?

The study’s author, CDC biologist
Michael Johansson, said: ‘“We need to
do whatever we can to help women
avoid Zika virus infections during
pregnancy.”’

Let’s listen to him. Let’s do our job.
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IN SUPPORT OF VERIZON WORK-
ERS AND UNITED STATES CALL
CENTER WORKER AND CON-
SUMER PROTECTION ACT

(Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, I rise in support of the 39,000
Verizon workers currently on strike.
These hardworking members of CWA
and IBEW are on strike for a number of
reasons, but the number one reason is
to keep their jobs and prevent them
from being shipped overseas to the
Philippines or India.

What Verizon is doing is not unique.
In fact, it has been the experience of
too many families in my district in
Houston and Harris County and fami-
lies throughout the country.

As Members of Congress, we have a
responsibility to fight for these jobs
and improve the lives of average Amer-
icans. This spring, I introduced bipar-
tisan legislation, the United States
Call Center Worker and Consumer Pro-
tection Act, H.R. 4604, that would make
companies that offshore American jobs
ineligible for Federal grants or loans
and put them at the back of the line
for Federal contracts. This legislation
will not stop all offshoring, but it is a
strong first step to protect these mid-
dle class jobs.

I urge my colleagues to cosponsor
this bipartisan legislation, H.R. 4604.

———

RELATING TO CONSIDERATION OF
THE SENATE AMENDMENT TO
H.R. 25717, TRANSPORTATION,
HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOP-
MENT, AND RELATED AGENCIES
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2016

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, by direction
of the Committee on Rules, I call up
House Resolution 751 and ask for its
immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 751

Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-
lution—

(a) the House hereby takes from the Speak-
er’s table the bill (H.R. 2577) making appro-
priations for the Departments of Transpor-
tation, and Housing and Urban Development,
and related agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2016, and for other pur-
poses, with the Senate amendment thereto,
and concurs in the Senate amendment with
an amendment consisting of the text of
Rules Committee Print 114-56; and

(b) it shall be in order for the chair of the
Committee on Appropriations or his designee
to move that the House insist on its amend-
ment to the Senate amendment to H.R. 2577
and request a conference with the Senate
thereon.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
KELLY of Mississippi). The gentleman
from Oklahoma is recognized for 1
hour.

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, for the pur-
pose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentleman
from Massachusetts (Mr. MCGOVERN),
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pending which I yield myself such time

as I may consume. During consider-

ation of this resolution, all time yield-

ed is for the purpose of debate only.
GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have b legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Oklahoma?

There was no objection.

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, yesterday
the Rules Committee met and reported
a rule to expedite consideration of leg-
islation that would deal with the immi-
nent threat of the Zika virus. The rule
provides that the House concur in the
Senate amendment with a further
amendment consisting of the text of
H.R. 4974, H.R. 5243, and H.R. 897, as
passed by the House, and provides a
motion from the chair of the Com-
mittee on Appropriations to request a
conference with the Senate.

Mr. Speaker, as I said last week, the
debate between Republicans and Demo-
crats is not over whether or not to ad-
dress the Zika threat, but whether to
pay for it or just to add it to the na-
tional credit card.

This rule would provide for a con-
ference between the House and the Sen-
ate on the Zika response legislation, as
passed by the House. As opposed to the
Senate approach, which adds an addi-
tional $1.2 billion to the national debt,
the House approach acts responsibly by
using existing funds designated for
Ebola and other infectious diseases to
pay for our response to the looming
Zika threat.

[ 0915

Mr. Speaker, many of my friends on
the other side have claimed that the
House Republicans’ response to the
Zika threat has been wholly insuffi-
cient. Frankly, I disagree with that
view. In our view, our response is, real-
ly, the second of three tranches of
funds directed at Zika.

First, Chairman ROGERS, Chairman
GRANGER, and I directed the adminis-
tration to use existing funds for Ebola
and other infectious diseases to deal
with the immediate threat. Thus far,
the administration has used nearly $600
million to support efforts to combat
Zika.

The second tranche of money that is
included in this legislation would pro-
vide an additional $622 million for
Zika.

Finally, I want to assure my col-
leagues that we will commit additional
resources in the FY 2017 appropriations
process to ensure that the administra-
tion request is fully fulfilled, providing
nearly $1.9 billion, which is the amount
requested by the administration to
combat Zika.

In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, I think it
is important to reiterate that I do not
disagree with my friends about the
need to confront the Zika virus quick-
ly. In fact, I have been to Bragzil. I have
been to Argentina.
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I have visited the infected areas and
have spent a lot of hours in talking to
our people on the ground there who are
both investigating the disease and
working with local governments to try
and take care of some of the outbreak
down there.

We have visited extensively with our
friends up here at the National Insti-
tutes of Health and at the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention. The
only difference I have with my friends
is whether or not we pay for the activ-
ity.

I believe, Mr. Speaker, that, if we al-
ready have the resources to confront
the crisis, which we do, we should do so
within our existing capabilities as op-
posed to adding to the deficit.

I look forward to working with my
colleagues in conference, through reg-
ular order, to ensure a bipartisan
agreement can be reached. I urge my
colleagues to support the rule and the
underlying legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume,
and I thank the gentleman from OKkla-
homa (Mr. COLE), my good friend, for
yielding me the customary 30 minutes.

(Mr. MCGOVERN asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, let me
start by saying how disappointed I am
by the inadequate and long overdue re-
sponse by this Republican majority to
the Zika crisis.

With nearly 1,400 Americans, includ-
ing more than 275 pregnant women who
are currently infected with the virus
and well over a million cases expected
before the end of the year, it is abso-
lutely shameful that this House has
failed to act on legislation to ade-
quately fund a response to this poten-
tially devastating crisis.

Mr. Speaker, Zika is not coming to
the United States. It is here. As sum-
mer arrives, along with mosquito sea-
son, the mosquito that carries the Zika
virus will be active and knocking on
the doors of our southern States and
territories.

This is an emergency, and it should
be treated as such. But my friends on
the other side of the aisle have spent
months in delaying action and in mak-
ing excuse after excuse after excuse
about why we don’t need to provide the
full funding that our Nation’s public
health experts say we need.

I appreciate the fact that my friends
on the other side of the aisle consider
themselves public health experts, but
there are people who are trained to be
public health experts who tell us that
what we are doing here today is under-
funding an adequate response to this
crisis.

I suppose I shouldn’t be surprised by
this, as my friends in the majority
have made it a habit of ignoring the
advice of scientists and of experts in
favor of appeasing a small group in
their Conference on the extreme right.
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In February, President Obama re-
quested $1.9 billion to address the pub-
lic health threat that is posed by the
Zika virus. Instead of taking the swift
action that was needed to confront this
crisis, the House delayed and delayed
and delayed as the Zika crisis contin-
ued to spread.

We should have sent a bill to Presi-
dent Obama’s desk months ago, but, in-
stead, this leadership allowed months
to go by without there being any ac-
tion on this issue until last week, when
they brought to the floor a completely
inadequate $622 million package that
provides only one-third of the funds
that have been requested by the admin-
istration.

House Democrats, under the leader-
ship of Leader PELOSI and Appropria-
tions Committee Ranking Member
LOWEY, have tried to bring to the floor
meaningful emergency funding to ad-
dress Zika, only to be blocked by House
Republicans five times.

While the administration has taken
significant steps to help keep Ameri-
cans safe from the Zika virus, signifi-
cant additional appropriations are
needed. In a letter to Speaker RYAN,
OMB Director Shaun Donovan and Na-
tional Security Advisor Susan Rice
said, without emergency supplemental
funding, mosquito control and surveil-
lance may need to be suspended.

State and local governments that
manage mosquito control may not be
able to hire personnel for mosquito
mitigation efforts, and vaccine devel-
opments, which require multiyear
funding commitments, may be jeopard-
ized.

To make matters worse, Mr. Speaker,
House Republicans sent to the floor
last week and again this week a bill to
undermine the Clean Water Act and
protections for our waterways under
the guise of helping to contain the
Zika virus.

But the truth of the matter is that
the legislation is nothing more than a
carve-out for pesticide special interests
and it would have absolutely no effect
on spraying pesticides to combat the
spread of the Zika virus.

It is a bill my friends have brought to
the floor in the past, but they just
couldn’t help themselves in using this
crisis as an excuse to further under-
mine environmental protections.

Instead of working with Democrats
to address this public health emer-
gency in a serious bipartisan way that
puts the health and safety of the Amer-
ican people first, the Republican lead-
ership has once again brought to the
floor partisan legislation that will not
adequately meet the needs of the CDC,
of the NIH, of the USAID, and of other
governmental agencies that are on the
front lines in responding to this crisis.

Let me close, Mr. Speaker, by saying
that I have great respect for the gen-
tleman from OKklahoma. When he says
that he intends to support every effort
to make sure that adequate funding is
available, if I thought this whole deci-
sion were up to him alone, I don’t
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think I would be as nervous as I am at
this particular point, but his party
that is in control has shut this govern-
ment down.

We have seen them lurch from one
crisis to another crisis and underfund
one priority after another priority.
Quite frankly, I don’t trust the people
who are running this House to do the
right thing, to be able to get a major-
ity of their majority to go along with
providing the appropriate funding.

Yes, we all want to be fiscally re-
sponsible, but let me tell you this: if
all you are worried about is the bottom
line—and that is the cost—by not ade-
quately funding what is needed to com-
bat this crisis, the costs that will re-
sult if this crisis gets out of control
will be prohibitive. You ain’t seen
nothing yet.

So we can nickel-and-dime this all
we want, but we do so at our own peril.
We ought to be concerned primarily
with the safety and well-being of the
citizens of this country.

But if that is not enough to prompt
my friends on the other side of the
aisle to support the President’s re-
quest, I would suggest that the cost of
ignoring this problem of not ade-
quately funding an appropriate re-
sponse will be a cost like you have
never seen before.

I urge my colleagues to defeat this
rule and to bring up strong bipartisan
legislation that will fully fund the ad-
ministration’s request. This is a public
health emergency, and we must act
now.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

I begin by pointing out to my good
friend that, actually, we are doing, in a
sense, what he is urging us to do right
now. We are moving expeditiously to
go to conference with our friends in the
Senate, who have passed one version of
the Zika response.

We will have our version. We will sit
down and work out a compromise, and
I suspect we will be able to move pret-
ty smartly through this. What we are
doing here today is exactly what I
know my friend wants us to do, and
that is to move and respond.

I also point out—and it gets lost in
the rhetoric sometimes around this
issue—that there is not one thing the
Federal Government has proposed to do
about Zika that it has been unable to
do because of a lack of money. The
Federal Government has had every
cent that it has asked for.

Frankly, it was HAL ROGERS, the
chairman of the Appropriations Com-
mittee, who solicited Ms. GRANGER, the
chairman of the Subcommittee on
State, Foreign Operations, and Related
Agencies, and I, as the chair of the
Subcommittee on Labor, Health and
Human Services, Education, and Re-
lated Agencies, to write the adminis-
tration and tell them to start spending
money immediately from the things
they had. Then that money would be
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backfilled as needed during the normal
appropriations process.

That is exactly what has been done.
No measure has failed to be imple-
mented because of a lack of money.
There has been no delay in money for
the Zika response, and there are sub-
stantial efforts to move ahead in this
regard.

My friend made the point that we
sometimes seem to ignore the advice of
scientists. That is just simply not true.
For Ebola last year, the administration
got the response it wanted out of this
Congress immediately. Frankly, it has
gotten an immediate response out of
Zika.

I point out to my friend—he may not
be aware of this because he is not on
the Appropriations Committee—that
last year the President of the United
States asked for $1 billion for addi-
tional research at the National Insti-
tutes of Health. We gave him $2 billion.

He asked for a certain amount of
money—forgive me for not remem-
bering the exact figure—for the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention. We
gave him more money than he asked
for. This year we will do that again. He
has made requests for additional
money.

We will go beyond what he has re-
quested at both the National Institutes
of Health and at the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention. So in sug-
gesting we are not funding these efforts
robustly, the truth is, if you look at
the numbers, we are actually spending
more money than the President asked
for because we think these are national
priorities.

While we listen to scientists, we also
listen to economists. They tell us that
running up a national debt willy-nilly
is not a very good thing to do. In this
case, we have the money and we have
the time to deal with this in a thought-
ful and prudent way and to advance the
efforts without running up the national
debt. It is the appropriate way to pro-
ceed.

I would just ask my friend to think
back. When we hear this figure, this is
only a third of the response. Somehow
my friends on the other side have for-
gotten that the first third is already
done. That was the first $600 million
that is being deployed as we speak.
This is the next third.

Frankly, it reaches not only the bal-
ance for the remainder of this fiscal
year, but it reaches into next year.
This is more money, once we pass this,
than the administration has proposed
to deploy in this fiscal or even this cal-
endar year.

Then, in the normal appropriations
process, which is underway right now—
the bill will probably be presented
sometime in the middle of June to the
Appropriations Committee—you will
see additional money in both the State
and Foreign Operations bill and in the
Labor-H bill that is targeted toward
Zika. The one difference is it will all
have been paid for.

I think that is what shocks my
friends the most. They would much
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prefer to save that money so as to
spend it someplace else. We think it is
a crisis. We have the money. We ought
to spend the money right now and take
care of Zika.

We are going to continue to work
with our friends, and I think we will
arrive at a good place. My hope is that
that measure that we enact at the end
is fully paid for. That is what we are
trying to achieve here.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I think what we are concerned about
on this side of the aisle—and I know
some thoughtful Republicans are also
concerned about this—is the fact that,
without certainty, a lot of the research
projects and a lot of initiatives that
need to be done at the Federal and
State levels will not happen because no
one knows whether the money is going
to follow for what is needed.

I think there is a lack of certainty
because we are in a House of Rep-
resentatives that has shut the govern-
ment down before. If people don’t get
their way, people have a tantrum and
they shut the government down. That
is the history of this House of Rep-
resentatives.

I quote here from Dr. Anthony Fauci,
the Director of the National Institute
of Allergy and Infectious Diseases at
the National Institutes of Health,
whom I actually have a great deal of
trust in.

He says:

If we do not get the money that the Presi-
dent has asked for—the $1.9 billion—that is
going to have a very serious, negative im-
pact on our ability to get the job done.

That is Dr. Fauci. That is not I. That
is a highly respected scientist, whom I
think we all have a great deal of re-
spect for in this House. We ought to lis-
ten to him more than to the Tea Party
wing of the Republican Party.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my friends to de-
feat the previous question. If we do, I
will offer an amendment to the rule
that modifies the House amendment by
replacing the Zika virus provisions
with the text of H.R. 5044, which is the
Democratic alternative that fully
funds the administration’s request.

The Republican majority’s current
plan is to pass creatively named bills
that have nothing to do with Zika and
to offer short-term spending commit-
ments that will, unfortunately, fail to
properly incentivize the private sector
to help develop a vaccine.

[ 0930

Our alternative would give our sci-
entists and our doctors the resources
they need to mount a longer-term, ro-
bust response to the growing Zika cri-
sis.

Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous con-
sent to insert the text of the amend-
ment in the RECORD, along with extra-
neous material, immediately prior to
the vote on the previous question.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts?
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There was no objection.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, to dis-
cuss our proposal, I yield 4 minutes to
the gentlewoman from New York (Mrs.

LOowEY), the distinguished ranking
member of the Committee on Appro-
priations.

Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, before I
make my statement, I just want to re-
spond to our distinguished chair of the
Subcommittee on Labor, Health and
Human Services, Education, and Re-
lated Agencies.

Has the chairman of the Committee
on Appropriations introduced sub-
committee allocations for either the
Subcommittee on Labor, Health and
Human Services, Education, and Re-
lated Agencies or the Subcommittee on
State, Foreign Operations, and Related
Programs?

The answer is no.

Has the chairman set markup dates
for either the Subcommittee on Labor,
Health and Human Services, HREdu-
cation, and Related Agencies or the
Subcommittee on State, Foreign Oper-
ations, and Related Programs bill?

The answer is no.

So there is no chance that Congress
will send either appropriations bill to
the President by September 30. This
really is a charade. CDC Director Tom
Frieden says 3 months is an eternity
for control of an outbreak. There is a
narrow window of opportunity here,
and it is closing.

So, Mr. Speaker, I rise to urge my
colleagues to defeat the previous ques-
tion so we can support a robust and ag-
gressive response to an imminent pub-
lic health emergency.

Researchers at Harvard and CDC re-
ported that pregnant women who con-
tract the Zika virus in their first tri-
mester face as high as a 13 percent
chance that their baby will have
microcephaly. Nearly 300 pregnant
women in the United States and its
territories are terrified that their child
will have a devastating birth defect,
and that number increases every day.
Every day we learn more about the
devastating virus, and each piece of
news is more alarming than the last.

That is why President Obama acted
responsibly and requested $1.9 billion
to research and develop vaccines and
diagnostic tests, invest in mosquito
vector control, and implement an ag-
gressive public education and outreach
campaign.

Yet, the House Republican Zika bill
would provide a mere $622 million,
which is less than one-third of the $1.9
billion that public health experts tell
us is necessary to protect American
communities. To make matters worse,
the bill robs Peter to pay Paul, steal-
ing funding still needed to protect
against Ebola and increase public pre-
paredness at home.

The spread of the Zika virus is tak-
ing a severe toll on Brazil and other
South and Central American countries.
It has spread to Puerto Rico, and the
outbreak is knocking at our door.

Why are my friends in the majority
acting more like bureaucrats and ac-
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countants than responsive representa-
tives of hardworking Americans?

Protecting American communities is
the foremost responsibility of the Fed-
eral Government. Yet, the majority
has failed to lead the way to a response
worthy of this emergency.

If the previous question is defeated,
Mr. MCGOVERN will amend the rule to
offer my bill, H.R. 5044, as a substitute,
providing the full $1.9 billion the ad-
ministration requested, without off-
sets, to ensure an adequate response to
Zika that doesn’t rob our Ebola re-
sponse.

I urge me colleagues to vote ‘“‘no’ on
the previous question.

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. DENT), the chairman of
the Appropriations Subcommittee on
Military Construction, Veterans Af-
fairs, and Related Agencies.

Mr. DENT. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
gentleman for yielding. He is obviously
a very thoughtful member of the Com-
mittee on Rules and a fine member of
our Committee on Appropriations.

I believe we have something really
important to discuss today, and that is
that today really does mark a return
to regular order for our appropriations
bills and process. That statement is so
significant that we need to pause and
recognize it as a tremendous achieve-
ment. This has been the intense focus
of Appropriations Committee Chair-
man HAL ROGERS for more than 5
years. And the committee’s esteemed
ranking member, too, Mrs. LOWEY, has
been equally determined to have reg-
ular order restored. They have worked
relentlessly to get us to this place,
which is, in fact, a better place. So I
commend Chairman ROGERS and Mrs.
LoOwWEY and appreciate the support of
the House leadership to make this hap-
pen. This is the best way to serve our
citizens, our Federal agencies, our vet-
erans, our military services, and the
members and their families.

It is also my honor to have the Mili-
tary Construction, Veterans Affairs,
and Related Agencies appropriations
bill move forward as part of the con-
ference committee. That is very sig-
nificant to me as chairman of that sub-
committee. Of course, we are also
going to deal with the Zika threat as
we must and as we should, and that
will be part of these discussions. I am
sure we are going to be able to come to
an agreement with the Senate just on
how we will proceed on that very im-
portant issue, and I think everybody
here is committed to moving forward
both on the MILCON piece of this as
well as Zika.

H.R. 4974—and that is the Military
Construction, Veterans Affairs, and Re-
lated Agencies bill—demonstrates our
firm commitment to fully supporting
our Nation’s veterans and servicemem-
bers. Our investment of $81.6 billion for
Military Construction, Veterans Af-
fairs, and Related Agencies, at $1.8 bil-
lion over last year’s level, is unprece-
dented. The bill will address issues to
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help veterans in every part of the coun-
try, every congressional district, and
our troops throughout the world.

The bill provides comprehensive sup-
port for servicemembers, military fam-
ilies, and veterans with $7.9 billion. It
supports our troops with facilities and
services necessary to maintain readi-
ness and morale at bases here in the
States and, again, overseas. It provides
for the Department of Defense schools
and health clinics that take care of our
military families.

For the VA, this bill includes $73.5
billion in discretionary funding. The
bill funds our veterans healthcare sys-
tems to ensure that our promise to
care for those who sacrificed in defense
of this great Nation continues as those
men and women return home. We owe
this support to our veterans and we are
committed to sustained oversight so
that programs deliver what they prom-
ise and taxpayers are well served by
the investments that we make.

So I certainly support this motion to
go to conference. I certainly urge adop-
tion of this motion so we can deal with
taking care of our servicemembers, our
veterans, and their families. We must
do this. Of course, we must also deal
with the Zika threat that is affecting
so many of us. I commend everybody
involved in that issue.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
time of the gentleman has expired.

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, I yield the
gentleman an additional 1 minute.

Mr. DENT. Mr. Speaker, I wanted to
commend Chairman COLE for his ef-
forts on this issue. I serve with him on
the Subcommittee on Labor, Health
and Human Services, Education, and
Related Agencies. I know he has been
in constant communication with our
friends at the NIH and the CDC to
make sure we get the resources nec-
essary to them so they can help us deal
with this very real threat.

Again, I am very pleased that we
have returned to regular order and that
we are going to conference this bill on
Military Construction, Veterans Af-
fairs, and Related Agencies, and on
Zika. It is great for the Congress, great
for the country, and we need to move
forward.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I have great respect for the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania, and I agree
with him that there are a lot of issues
that he has championed here.

He used the words ‘‘regular order.”
We have no allocations, no budget reso-
lution. We know that many of the ap-
propriations bills will never see the
light of day on the House floor. There
will be this mad rush after the election
to put together some big omnibus
package that most people will never be
able to read. If that is regular order, we
have a very strong difference of opinion
of what regular is all about.

Mr. Speaker, I insert into the RECORD
a letter that was sent to the House
leadership signed by close to 70 health
organizations—every major health or-
ganization in the country—calling for

The
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new funding rather than repurposing
money from other high-priority pro-
grams to combat Zika, also supporting
the President’s request. It talks about
how we have a brief window of oppor-
tunity to slow the spread of the Zika
virus and avert a wave of preventable
birth defects and urging Congress to
act certainly in a much more aggres-
sive way than what we are doing here
today.

APRIL 5, 2016.

Hon. PAUL RYAN,

Speaker, House of Representatives, Washington,
DC.

Hon. FRED UPTON,

Chairman, Committee on Energy and Commerce,
Washington, DC.

Hon. HAL ROGERS,

Chairman, Committee on Appropriations, Wash-
ington, DC.

Hon. NANCY PELOSI,

Minority Leader, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

Hon. FRANK PALLONE,

Ranking Member, Committee on Energy and
Commerce, Washington, DC.

Hon. NITA LOWEY,

Ranking Member, Committee on Appropriations,
Washington, DC.

DEAR SPEAKER RYAN AND MINORITY LEADER
PELOSI, CHAIRMAN UPTON AND REPRESENTA-
TIVE UPTON, AND CHAIRMAN ROGERS AND REP-
RESENTATIVE LOWEY: The undersigned orga-
nizations committed to the health and
wellbeing of our nation’s families and com-
munities urge you in the strongest terms to
immediately provide emergency supple-
mental funding to prepare for and respond to
the Zika virus here in the United States. We
also urge that Congress provide new funding
rather than repurpose money from other
high priority programs at the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and
other federal agencies that ensure our health
security and public health preparedness.

As you know, the Zika virus has been
linked to microcephaly, a serious birth de-
fect of the brain, in babies of mothers who
contracted the virus while pregnant. Thou-
sands of devastating birth defects have been
observed among infants born in South and
Central America in recent months. Zika has
already been diagnosed in travelers return-
ing to the U.S. from these areas. As the sum-
mer months approach and we enter mosquito
season, our nation can expect to be exposed
to mosquitos that can spread this virus. Over
four million babies are born in our nation
each year, and many of their mothers could
be at risk for contracting Zika during preg-
nancy.

With emergency supplemental funding to
respond to the Zika virus, state and local
public health professionals would have ac-
cess to increased virus readiness and re-
sponse capacity focused on areas with ongo-
ing Zika transmission; enhanced laboratory,
epidemiology and surveillance capacity in
at-risk areas to reduce the opportunities for
Zika transmission and surge capacity
through rapid response teams to limit poten-
tial clusters of Zika virus in the United
States. Moreover, supplemental funding will
assist the CDC and USAID in efforts to con-
tain the Zika virus in Zika-endemic coun-
tries and ensure that there are resources for
surveillance, vector control and services for
affected pregnant women and children.

If we take immediate action, we may be
able to dramatically slow the spread of Zika,
giving scientists time to develop and test a
vaccine. Without action, however, we fear
the number of newborns born with debili-
tating birth defects will only continue to
rise. In addition to the human toll on chil-
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dren and families, the CDC estimates that
the average lifetime cost of caring for each
child born with microcephaly will likely be
millions of dollars per child. For hard-hit
communities, an epidemic of severe birth de-
fects could quickly overwhelm health care
and social services systems, and put extreme
pressure on educational and other institu-
tions.

The President has requested emergency
funding to educate Americans about pro-
tecting themselves, reduce the mosquito
population, and accelerate Zika vaccine re-
search. Each of these steps is vital to reduc-
ing the likelihood that pregnant women will
be exposed to the Zika virus.

Our nation has a brief window of oppor-
tunity to slow the spread of the Zika virus
and avert a wave of preventable birth de-
fects. We urge you to act immediately to
provide the emergency resources necessary
to protect pregnant women, infants and chil-
dren from this devastating infection.

Sincerely,

Academic Pediatric Association, American
Academy of Family Physicians, American
Academy of Pediatrics, American Associa-
tion for Clinical Chemistry, American Asso-
ciation for Pediatric Ophthalmology and
Strabismus, American College of Nurse-Mid-
wives, American College of Preventive Medi-
cine, American Congress of Obstetricians and
Gynecologists, American Medical Associa-
tion, American Nurses Association, Amer-
ican Pediatric Society, American Public
Health Association, American Sexual Health
Association, American Society for Clinical
Pathology, American Society for Reproduc-
tive Medicine, Association for Professionals
in Infection Control and Epidemiology, Asso-
ciation of Maternal & Child Health Pro-
grams, Association of Medical School Pedi-
atric Department Chairs, Association of Pub-
lic Health Laboratories, Association of Re-
productive Health Professionals, Association
of Schools and Programs of Public Health,
Association of State and Territorial Health
Officials, Association of Women’s Health,
Obstetric and Neonatal Nurses.

Children’s Environmental Health Network,
Children’s Hospital Association, Commis-
sioned Officers Association of the U.S. Public
Health Service, Inc., Cooley’s Anemia Foun-
dation, Council of State and Territorial Epi-
demiologists, Easter Seals, Every Child By
Two, First Candle, GBS/CIDP Foundation
International, Healthcare Ready, HIV Medi-
cine Association, Infectious Diseases Society
of America, Intrexon, Johnson & Johnson,
March of Dimes, National Association of
County and City Health Officials, National
Birth Defects Prevention Network, National
Association of Pediatric Nurse Practitioners,
National Council of La Raza, National Envi-
ronmental Health Association, National
Foundation for Infectious Diseases, National
Hispanic Medical Association, National Med-
ical Association.

National Network of Public Health Insti-
tutes, National Organization for Rare Dis-
orders, National Partnership for Women &
Families, National Recreation and Park As-
sociation, Novavax, Inc., Nurse Practitioners
in Women’s Health, OraSure Technologies,
Inc., Oregon Public Health Association, Pedi-
atric Infectious Diseases Society, Pediatric
Policy Council, Public Health Institute, Re-
search!America, Resolve: The National Infer-
tility Association, Save Babies Through
Screening Foundation Society for
Healthcare Epidemiology of America, Soci-
ety for Maternal-Fetal Medicine, Society for
Pediatric Research, Society for Women’s
Health Research, The Arc, The Newborn
Foundation, Trisomy 18 Foundation, Trust
for America’s Health.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
4 minutes to the gentlewoman from
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Florida (Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ), the
ranking member of the Appropriations

Subcommittee on the Legislative
Branch.
Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.

Speaker, I urge the House to take
meaningful action to address the public
health crisis that the Centers for Dis-
ease Control recently called scarier
than we originally thought, and to sup-
port the President’s request for supple-
mental funding for the Zika virus as
outlined in H.R. 5044, the FY16 Zika
supplemental appropriations.

I thank Appropriations Ranking
Member NITA LOWEY and Labor, Health
and Human Services, Education, and
Related Agencies Subcommittee Rank-
ing Member DELAURO for their ongoing
leadership to help protect our constitu-
ents.

More than 120 Floridians now have
the Zika virus, including 36 pregnant
women. Last week there were an esti-
mated 157 pregnant women in the con-
tinental United States and 122 more in
the territories who have contracted
Zika.

The House must take real action to
protect our citizens. It is an outrage
that we are not adequately responding
to the calls of public health officials at
the Federal, State, and local levels who
are clanging the alarm bells, imploring
Congress to act.

Last week the House approved a Zika
bill that is absolutely unacceptable.
The bill the House passed would raid
existing public health accounts, a dan-
gerous precedent to set for appro-
priately responding to public health
crises. This is an approach that Dr.
Fauci of the National Institutes of
Health, the so-called Zika czar, has
called illogical. Furthermore, it only
authorizes use of funds through Sep-
tember 30th. Let me assure you that
mosquitos carrying the Zika virus do
not adhere to a congressional calendar.

The Republican bill does nothing to
specifically help Puerto Rico where
Zika is wreaking the most havoc and
where close to 1,000 people have been
infected.

We need more funds now to equip our
local health centers with testing kits.
We need to assure the National Insti-
tutes of Health that there is sustained
funding to develop a vaccine as well as
a cure, and we need to protect our con-
stituents. That is our responsibility.

It continues to baffle and frustrate so
many of us that the majority wishes to
address this crisis, this public health
crisis, by combatting Zika through
robbing Peter to pay Paul. That is irre-
sponsible. It is immoral. And the ma-
jority will have to look in the eyes of
the mothers who have contracted the
Zika virus beyond the point of which
we will have lost control of the ability
to contain this virus and this public
health crisis, look those mothers in the
eye and explain why they did nothing
to ensure that their babies were not
born with birth defects. It is uncon-
scionable, and we need to act now.
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I urge the House to support the full
request for funds and vote ‘‘no’” on the
previous question.

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, what is unconscionable
is to make charges that are simply un-
true, and to suggest that there is
money that has not been deployed that
would otherwise have been spent is un-
true. Everything the administration
has wanted to spend, it has been able
to spend.

Now, we hear a lot of talk about raid-
ing funds. Let’s talk about raiding
funds. The administration took $500
million out of emergency response
money—I believe in December or ear-
lier this year—and redirected that to
the global climate fund. That is money
that was set aside that could have been
used for Zika. Instead, it is in a global
climate fund. The administration, in
its own budget, took $40 million out of
the Ebola fund and directed it into a
worthy cause, malaria suppression. So
we don’t have objection, but the idea
that this money isn’t used is untrue.

Now, when we hear discussions about
the Ebola money, that is money that
was not to be spent in the next weeks
or the next months, but in future
years. We don’t even know if it is
enough or if it is too much. So the idea
that using some of it now in an imme-
diate emergency is wrong with the idea
and the commitment that that would
be replenished later, as needed, is the
responsible thing to do.

As for NIH funding, in the Zika bill
that this House passed, there are $230
million that fully funds the NIH’s re-
quest for vaccination research for all of
next year. So, again, the idea that
money is not available and they don’t
know what to do if we pass this legisla-
tion is untrue.

[ 0945

So I would just suggest again we look
at the real difference here. It has noth-
ing to do with Zika response. It has ev-
erything to do with whether or not you
want to pay for it when you have the
money available or you just want to
add another $1.9 billion to the national
credit card.

It is thinking like that that got us
into a situation where we were running
$1.4 trillion deficits when my friends
were in control on the other side.
Where we still have a $450 billion,
roughly, deficit for this fiscal year—
and it will go up next year—we ought
to be doing this in a prudent way.

Now, Zika response does not happen
in a single day. It is something that
will last, frankly, over multiple
months and years. The administra-
tion’s request for $1.9 billion is not for
just today. It is for at least a period of
2 years.

So they have the money they need
right now. The bill provides the next
amount of money they need, and we
will provide additional money in the
course of the appropriations process.

I want to assure everybody that
nothing will not be done because the

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

money was not available. To date, the
administration has been able to do ev-
erything it wanted to do. This debate
that we are having here today is actu-
ally another step in that process.

This moves us toward conference. My
friends probably look on the Senate
bill with more favor than they do the
House bill. Fair enough. We will go to
conference with the Senate. So the
process is underway. It is moving as it
should.

When the administration asked for
emergency funding, they immediately
got a response from Chairman ROGERS,
saying: Spend whatever you need to
spend right now. We will back you up.
We have made good on that commit-
ment. We are going to continue to
make good on that commitment.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
1 minute to the gentlewoman from New
York (Ms. LOWEY).

Mrs. LOWEY. As my colleague
knows, I have great respect for the dis-
tinguished chairman of the Labor-HHS
Subcommittee, for which we don’t even
have a number right now, so we don’t
know how much we have to spend.

But I also would like to respond to
your comments about we have enough
now, we may have enough next year.
We don’t in the United States of Amer-
ica respond to crises on the installment
plan. As you well know, Dr. Frieden
and Dr. Fauci have said: This is the re-
quest. We need the money.

This isn’t extra money that we are
requesting. This is what the experts
have requested to address this crisis
now.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, let me
just again make clear so that every-
body understands this that this House
Republican Zika bill provides less than
one-third of the funds requested by the
President to respond to the Zika
threat. The House bill also cuts the re-
quest for research and development of
vaccines, treatments, and diagnostics
by $132 million, or 28.4 percent.

The House bill does not replace the
more than $40 million taken from
States and cities for public health and
emergency preparedness that HHS was
forced to move into the Zika response
due to the inaction by Congress. The
House bill also does not replace the
more than $500 million taken from
Ebola funds that HHS was forced to
move into Zika response due to Con-
gress’ inaction.

Finally, to make matters worse, the
House bill rescinds $622 million to pay
for the Zika package, including taking
an additional $352 million from Ebola.
So the total being taken from Ebola ef-
forts under the House Republican ap-
proach reaches nearly $900 million.

Now, I appreciate the fact that we
don’t want to keep on adding to our na-
tional credit card, but we have no prob-
lem adding tens of billions of dollars to
the national credit card for war.

Well, this is also a war, a war for the
health and welfare of the American
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people and for the health and welfare of
many women and children in this coun-
try. This is a big deal. This is an emer-
gency. Shame on us for not stepping up
to the plate and doing what is right.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, there has been a great
deal of discussion this morning about
the Ebola fund and how it is being used
and in what ways it is going to be used.
Let me just go back and make a few
points to clarify that situation.

When Congress acted, it appropriated
almost $6 billion for Ebola. That
money was to be spent over years. It
wasn’t really clear whether it was too
much or, frankly, not enough. We sim-
ply didn’t know.

Now, the reality is, even after the
amounts of money that my friend has
talked about that have been shifted
from Ebola to deal with Zika, that fund
still has over $1.7 billion in it, more
than enough to finance all the planned
activity not only for this fiscal year,
but all of next fiscal year.

This is a multiyear fund. When you
are in an emergency, it makes sense to
take money like that and move it over,
particularly with the assurance that
that money will be replaced, as needed,
in the regular appropriations process.

The administration itself is doing the
same thing. In its own budget, it pro-
posed taking money out of the Ebola
fund and spending it on something else
that it thought was more immediate.
So the idea that this is somehow un-
precedented or different than what the
administration is doing is simply not
true.

Now, the reality is—again, my
friends seem to imply or perhaps be-
lieve that there is something that
hasn’t been done to date that the Fed-
eral Government wanted to do on Zika.
That is not true.

They have had the funds to do every-
thing they have wanted to do. They
will continue to have the funds to do
everything they want to do. So to sug-
gest that somehow they are not being
funded is just not the case.

Frankly, we have effectively in the
Zika bill advance funded money for the
NIH to actually begin research and
have given them all the money in that
bill they asked for for next fiscal year
on the vaccine side of this.

So we will continue to work the proc-
ess. We will continue to make sure that
the resources are available to fight
Zika because we all believe it is a dan-
ger. We will continue to do it in a re-
sponsible way by using the funds that
are available, putting them on an im-
mediate problem, and replenishing ac-
counts as we need to.

Again, I remind my friends that that
is something the administration itself
has been doing not only with Ebola
funds, but with other funds, when it
has moved emergency response money
to the global climate fund. I mean,
goodness, that was $500 million that,
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had it been left there, would have been
available right now for Zika for the re-
sponse in other parts of the world.

So it is easy to get lost in the thicket
of numbers here and this much from
this pot and this much from that pot.

The reality is, number one, every-
thing that the Federal Government has
wanted to do to date they have had the
money to do.

Number two, it has been paid for.

Number three, we are proposing to
continue that, making sure they have
all the funds that are needed, as need-
ed, but we pay for them.

Number four, we are actually moving
the process forward to sit down with
the Senate by passing this rule and the
underlying legislation and going to
conference and actually hammering
out a common bill that will be accept-
able to all sides.

I appreciate the concern. I know it is
genuine, quite frankly, but I also know
that we are acting and acting effec-
tively to deal with the problem.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
1 minute to the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. PELOSI), the Demo-
cratic leader.

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding and for his
forceful arguments against this reck-
less rule that is before us today.

I rise, Mr. Speaker, in strong opposi-
tion to the rule and, really, in a state
of wonderment, wonderment about how
on earth this Congress of the United
States can be so insensitive to a chal-
lenge to the American people.

It is our responsibility to honor our
preamble to the Constitution, to pro-
mote the general welfare. That is in
the preamble of our Constitution,
which we take an oath to defend.

The distinguished gentleman from
Oklahoma, whom I respect, said just be
patient. No. No. Ninety-four days since
the President of the United States
asked for the amount of resources nec-
essary to address the Zika crisis, an
amount of money that was requested
by the scientists, documented by the
urgency of this challenge for the re-
search and for the prevention and for
the resources needed to address this
public health emergency.

I rise not only as the House Demo-
cratic leader, I rise as a mother and a
grandmother, and I speak to parents
and grandparents in this body because
that is all T am allowed to speak to.

The questions that I have for you are:
How can we ignore the President’s sci-
entifically based request expressed in
the words of Dr. Fauci, the Director of
the National Institute of Allergy and
Infectious Diseases at the National In-
stitutes of Health, a person, a
healthcare leader in our country, a re-
searcher, a scientist who has been de-
scribed by President George Herbert
Walker Bush as a hero—as a hero—in
his work for the American people and
their public health?

Dr. Fauci says: If we don’t get the
money that the President has asked
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for, the $1.9 billion, that is going to
have a very serious negative impact on
our ability to get the job done.

Another scientist, Dr. Tom Frieden,
Director of the Centers for Disease
Control, the public health agency to
stop this threat, said: Never before in
history has there been a situation
where a bite from a mosquito can re-
sult in devastating fetal malformation.

Testimony went on to say that we
are talking about children with irre-
versible brain damage who will never
be able to walk, talk, see, or hear, chil-
dren whose care over a lifetime is esti-
mated to cost more than $10 million.

The money is one thing. The devasta-
tion to that child and to that family is
far more consequential. So the $1.9 bil-
lion is a great deal of money.

It is an emergency. It is a small price
to pay to prevent irreversible brain
damage in our children. It is a small
price to pay instead of saying to fami-
lies: Don’t think about having children
now because of this epidemic.

The Republicans are treating the
threat of Zika with so little serious-
ness that they decided to use the crisis
as an opportunity to eliminate protec-
tions for the water that our children
drink.

The so-called Zika Vector Control
Act the Republicans are adding to this
package this morning that they are
asking you to vote for is nothing but a
longstanding and craven repackaged
Republican effort to gut the Clean
Water Act. It is a pesticide Trojan
horse that will do nothing to protect
Americans from Zika.

This is really a dishonoring of our re-
sponsibility to protect and defend our
fellow Americans. As our distinguished
member of the Committee on Rules
mentioned, this is a defense issue. It is
about protecting the American people.

This proposal today puts forth one-
third of what the President has asked
for—omne-third. People say: Aren’t you
happy with one-third of a loaf? It is not
one-third of a loaf. It is one-third of a
shoe. You cannot get there from here
with one-third.

It is really an insult to the scientists
who have spoken out. Actually, it is
one-third of the President’s request,
but it is one-fifth of what the CDC has
requested for the public health activi-
ties.

We must elevate the importance of
the public health responsibility that
we have. If we had a natural disaster,
FEMA has funds to come to the rescue
of the American people. That is our
compact with the American people, to
help them in ways that they could
never help themselves because of the
scope of the challenge.

This is no less a challenge. In fact, it
would probably result in more loss of
life, malformation of unborn children.
On top of that, think of the negative
impact it will have, distrust to travel
to certain regions in our country.

This is so reckless. Just when I
thought I had seen it all on the part of
the Republicans in the Congress to dis-
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regard meeting the needs of the Amer-
ican people, along comes this incom-
prehensible explanation to anybody
why this might be a proposal worthy of
the floor of the House, worthy of the
public health challenge to the Amer-
ican people, worthy of our concerns
about the American people.
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My Republican colleagues, you have
outdone yourselves today. What you
are doing is reckless. In this bill, we
should be meeting this challenge the
way we meet emergencies: with ade-
quate resources, which will end up sav-
ing money because they will be an in-
vestment in the health of the American
people. It has been over 90 days since
the President has made the request.

I will just say this one other thing. It
is not our role to instill fear, but we
have to face the challenge in a very
clear-eyed way. The virus from this
mosquito is sexually transmitted. We
have no idea—it could be as long as 18
months—how long it would reside in a
gentleman who might be bitten by the
mosquito. It could be over a year, it
could be shorter, but it is not one
night.

Secondly, if you get bitten by this
mosquito when you travel someplace
where it might be pervasive, you not
only get bitten yourself, you bring it
home. Again, it is sexually trans-
mitted.

It is transmitted in even more perva-
sive ways. Any other garden variety
mosquito that would bite you, who
have already been bitten by the other
mosquito, now is a carrier of that
virus. We turn garden variety mosqui-
toes into an army on the assault of the
public health of the American people.

So, again, as a mother and a grand-
mother, as a parent, and for the fathers
and grandfathers who serve here, think
of the children, think of the risk, think
of the responsibility that we have.
Think of the irresponsibility of this
bill before us today and the reckless
disregard for public health in our coun-
try that the Republicans are putting
forth in this legislation, and vote ‘“‘no.”

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, may 1 in-
quire as to how much time we have re-
maining?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Oklahoma has 13 minutes
remaining. The gentleman from Massa-
chusetts has 11 minutes remaining.

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I want to begin by say-
ing I also have a great deal of respect
for the distinguished minority leader.
She used in her remarks and made the
point that the President had asked for
a number of things.

Last year, the President asked for a
billion dollars more for the NIH. We
said: You know, we didn’t think you
asked for enough, so we are going to
give you $2 billion.

Somehow, that seems to get lost.

Last year, the President sent down
his request for the Centers for Disease



May 26, 2016

Control. We said: You know, we don’t
think you are spending enough on pub-
lic health, Mr. President. We are going
to spend more money than you asked
for.

This year, when the President sub-
mitted his budget, he decided: I am
going to take a billion dollars of dis-
cretionary spending away from the Na-
tional Institutes of Health and spend it
someplace else.

We said: No, Mr. President; we think
that is pretty reckless.

By the way, my Democratic friends
agreed with that, too.

We said: We are not going to let you
take a billion dollars of discretionary
money away from the NIH and spend it
someplace else. We are going to keep it
right there. And, by the way, we are
going to put more money than you
asked for in this agency when the bill
comes out, and we are probably going
to do the same thing for the Centers
for Disease Control.

So, to suggest that the President
hasn’t gotten what he has asked for is
to, frankly, misstate the facts.

We have had a great deal of mention
that the President has had the request
for 94 days. What we have not had is
one shred of evidence that, in those 94
days, he has not had the money to do
every single thing he wanted to do. In-
deed, the chairman of the committee
urged him to start spending money im-
mediately to do that. So there has been
no loss of effort, and the bill in front of
us now funds it for the rest of the fiscal
year. It also funds the research on the
vaccine at the NIH into next year.

So, again, I am just going to simply
disagree with my friend that money
has not been available. It has been
available; and, frankly, to the appro-
priate agencies, more money has been
available than the President has asked
for. More money will be available next
year than he asked for.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 4 minutes to the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. SESSIONS),
the distinguished chairman of the
Rules Committee and my good friend.

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I want
to thank the gentleman, not only a
member of the Rules Committee, but
an appropriator who is directly in line
with and understands the needs of not
only the American people as it relates
to the NIH, but also the funding mech-
anisms.

Mr. Speaker, I stand up to really dis-
agree with the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia. To call my party and our efforts
reckless and irresponsible, I believe, is
unfair.

I believe it is unfair because, last
night at the Rules Committee, we had
this virtually same discussion. And the
discussion started with me when I said
that I had Republicans and Democrats,
only Monday, with the Director of NIH,
Dr. Francis Collins, and the Director of
the Institute of Allergy and Infectious
Diseases, Dr. Anthony Fauci, and we
talked directly about this issue.

What we learned, Mr. Speaker, is
that there was a request for additional
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money and that the NIH had some $600
million that was sitting in a fund from
Ebola that had not been completely
used. A determination was made—in-
cluding the gentleman from Oklahoma
(Mr. CoOLE), HAL ROGERS, and NITA
LOWEY, who were engaged in the deci-
sion—that said we will allow the
money to be switched over if you would
like to do that. Switch it over and use
that money for this specific event that
we are now looking at. What happened
is they used the money very quickly.
They accelerated spending the money—
that is fine; we want them to do what
they need to do—some $600 million.

As soon as that was known, the gen-
tlewoman Mrs. LOWEY, the gentleman
Mr. ROGERS, and the gentleman Mr.
CoLE went about looking at a request
to fill for the next 5 months what
would be some $1.2 billion that would
be spent just this year remaining—we
are in May—just until the end of Sep-
tember.

The President asked for $1.9 billion
for 5 years, and we gave $1.2 billion of
that $1.9 for 5 months. We are accel-
erating the money that is necessary to
NIH.

The minority leader outlined how
terrible this destructive behavior can
be to a child, to an embryo. We agree.
But to suggest that Republicans are
reckless is not fair.

What is fair to say is that we are re-
sponding appropriately, we are re-
sponding immediately, and we are put-
ting it together before we are gone
next week on a district work period.
We are doing it this week. We are mov-
ing it as quickly as possibly. If we
weren’t, we would be accused of the re-
verse, evidently.

Mr. Speaker, the Republican Party,
the gentleman Mr. COLE, the gen-
tleman Mr. ROGERS, and our Speaker
care about people. We are doing the
right thing.

Now, in the Rules Committee, the
gentleman Dr. MICHAEL BURGESS, ac-
knowledged some other frailties that
he sees from the administration’s
point, and that would be: Where is the
alert to cities? Where is the adminis-
trative action to say let’s do something
about alerting travelers? Where is the
information that is going to public
health officials? Where are we pre-
paring ourselves to look at what would
happen in Brazil? What is the adminis-
tration doing other than just accusing
us of not spending more money?

Mr. Speaker, we all live in glass
houses. We need to look at this the
same way, and calling each other
names is not a way to get there.

So, Mr. CoLE will be responsible and
reasonable; HAL ROGERS, the chairman
of our Appropriations Committee, will
responsible. I said to my committee
last night, as quickly as we need to get
together, the Rules Committee will
come in, even if it is on an emergency
basis, to handle this, based upon a re-
quest. And that is what we are going to
do.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
4 minutes to the gentlewoman from
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Connecticut (Ms. DELAURO), the rank-
ing member of the Appropriations Sub-
committee on Labor, Health and
Human Services, Education, and Re-
lated Agencies.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I just
will say, what my colleague, Mr. SES-
SIONS, just said: that the NIH had $600
million in unused Ebola money, that
really is false. The NIH has used all of
its Ebola funds that Congress allo-
cated. So the statement of the gen-
tleman from Texas is not factual.

The Zika virus is a public health
emergency. It is a crisis, and we must
treat it as such. As of last week, there
were almost 1,400 confirmed cases of
Zika in the United States and its terri-
tories. Nearly 300 of them are pregnant
women. And one person has died.

This Congress, when we appropriate
money for defense or defense spending
or for wars, Republicans say: Listen to
the generals in the field; they are the
ones who know best. Well, we are in
the midst of a war against the Zika
virus, and we should be listening to the
generals and the experts in the field.
And who are they? They are at the Cen-
ters for Disease Control; they are at
the National Institutes of Health; and
they are the scientists in our country.

We need to give them the resources
that they need, and they have told us
that they need $1.9 billion. We should
do the right thing. We should fund
their request. One-third of that re-
quest, which is what the House Repub-
licans have proposed, is not adequate.

Typically, microcephaly occurs in
0.02 percent to 0.12 percent of all U.S.
births, but The Washington Post re-
ported yesterday that, among Zika-in-
fected pregnant women, that risk is as
high as 13 percent.

This summer, every woman who is
pregnant or trying to get pregnant will
be afraid: afraid to go out on the patio,
afraid to take your kids to the Little
League, afraid to go to a barbecue. It is
our duty here to do everything that we
can to ease those fears, to stop this dis-
ease from spreading any further.

We must not put American women in
a predicament of choosing whether or
not they should get pregnant or, if they

are already pregnant, wondering
whether or not their baby is going to
be okay.

Ron Klain, the Ebola czar, wrote in
The Washington Post: ‘It is not a ques-
tion of whether babies will be born in
the United States with Zika-related
microcephaly—it is a question of when
and how many. For years to come,
these children will be a visible, human
reminder of the cost of absurd wran-
gling in Washington, of preventable
suffering, of a failure of our political
system to respond to the threat that
infectious diseases pose.”

According to the CDC, pregnant
women are already facing unacceptably
long delays in learning Zika results.
CDC Director Tom Frieden has said
that experts estimate a single child
with birth defects can usually cost $10
million to care for—or more. That says
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nothing about the life of that child
with microcephaly. They cannot eat;
they cannot speak; they cannot walk.

I do not often quote Senator MARCO
RUBIO, but last week, he said:

It is a mistake for Congress to try to deal
with the Zika virus on the cheap. If we don’t
spend money on the front end, I think we are
going to spend a lot more later, because this
problem is not going away.

We could not agree more. We have
stolen $44 million from our States to
deal with this crisis, and the Repub-
lican bill does not reimburse our States
for the money that they need for deal-
ing with emergencies such as this.

We should defeat the previous ques-
tion, and we should consider the
Lowey-DeLauro-Wasserman Schultz
amendment and fully fund the Presi-
dent’s request of $1.9 billion. It is the
responsible and moral thing to do.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LucAs). The time of the gentlewoman
has expired.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
the gentlewoman an additional 30 sec-
onds.

Ms. DELAURO. Months from now,
when the results of our inaction be-
come apparent, we will ask ourselves:
Why did we delay? Why did we wait?

We must take appropriate action
now. We must reject the previous ques-
tion. We must do what is the morally
right thing for the people of this coun-
try who put their faith and trust in us
to come and represent their best inter-
ests and the public health.

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, may I in-
quire as to how much time remains?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Oklahoma has 7 minutes
remaining. The gentleman from Massa-
chusetts has 6%2 minutes remaining.

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, I reserve the
balance of my time.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
4 minutes to the gentleman from Mary-
land (Mr. HOYER), the Democratic
whip.
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Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding.

I want to thank Ms. DELAURO, the
ranking member of the Subcommittee
on Labor, Health and Human Services,
Education, and Related Agencies.

Mr. Speaker, this is the story in The
Washington Post. It is front page. It is
about the crisis that we confront,
about the danger to Americans’ health,
about the dangers that young children
will be born with microcephaly.

Dr. Frieden, the head of our commu-
nicable disease operation and defense
force, if you will, says it will cost $10
million per baby born with
microcephaly; $10 million per child.
That does not count the heartache that
will be counted.

I want to tell my friend, Mr. COLE—
and he is a dear friend and a good legis-
lator—the action you take today belies
the representation you have made.

What do I mean by that?

If there is enough money now, as Mr.
COLE argues, why take this action?
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This was not scheduled earlier this
week. This was not have a rule until
9:30 last night. So if the gentleman’s
proposition is correct, that there are
sufficient funds right now, we don’t
need to act on this bill today.

So why, my friends, are we acting on
it today?

Because the public believes we ought
to act. And the Republicans are trying
to protect themselves against the at-
tack, that they took no action until 94
days into the President’s request be-
cause, if Mr. COLE is right, we need not
worry: there is plenty of money avail-
able.

But they know the American people
don’t agree with that. So 9:30, in the
dead of night, they passed this rule,
brought it to the floor so that they can
say: Oh, we have acted.

Nothing, my friends, will happen as a
result of what we do today. The Senate
passed a bill with 69 votes, $1.1 billion,
not taking from Ebola defense, not
taking from the other health needs of
America, as our bill does, but saying:
this is an emergency.

Now, very frankly, my friends on
your side of the aisle, Mr. COLE, when
you want $18 billion from defense, you
have no problem not paying for it. You
take it from OCO, which is not scored.
No problem. But when the President
asks for $1.9 billion, about a tenth of
that, well, my goodness, this is a prob-
lem. It is, after all, not the Taliban. It
is not Iran. We have to protect against
that. It is a health crisis in America,
and we have fiddled for 94 days.

If, in fact, Mr. COLE’s representation
is correct, there is no need to act. But
if the actions that they are taking
speak loudly that, yes, there is a need
to tell the American people: we get it;
there is a crisis; we are going to act,
the problem is nothing will happen as a
result of this action, other than a bill
will go over to the Senate, with which
the Senate does not agree. They passed
a bill with 69 votes. Half of the Repub-
licans, all of the Democrats, said we
need the $1.1 billion.

Now, the President asked for $1.9 bil-
lion, but what they didn’t do is steal
from Ebola, steal from other health
priorities.

And I hear the gentleman talking
about how much money is out there,
but if that is true, why did we need to
act in the dead of night last night and
today, just as we walk out the door?

We have not dealt with Zika. We will
not have dealt with Zika.

We haven’t acted on the Puerto
Rican debt. We haven’t acted on a
budget resolution. We haven’t acted on
the Flint water crisis. We haven’t
acted on criminal justice reform. And
we haven’t acted on the Voting Rights
Act.

This is a cover vote. Vote ‘“‘no.”

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I want to reply to my
very good friend from Maryland, whom
I have not only great esteem for, but,
frankly, great personal affection for,
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and I want to respond to his question.
This is not a cover vote.

First of all, the main item here is ac-
tually veterans and military construc-
tion that is over $83 billion; that,
through normal order, is moving for-
ward. Now, to also move the Zika bill
with it makes a lot of sense.

Frankly, one of the things in this
bill—and I disagree with my friend’s
characterization—we want to make
sure that misguided environmental
regulations don’t stop us from deploy-
ing pesticides that we may need. That
is in this bill. That is pretty important
to move forward.

The funding is also important. Now,
my friends seem to forget, again, the
long record here of who has been will-
ing to support the NIH and who has
been willing to support the CDC. We
gave the NIH twice what the President
asked for in additional new money last
year. That is being spent right now, by
the way. We also gave the Centers for
Disease Control more money than the
President asked for. This year, when
the President tried to take $1 billion of
discretionary money away from the
NIH, both Republicans and Democrats
on the Appropriations Committee said:
No, Mr. President, we are not going to
let you raid NIH and take money away
and weaken the healthcare apparatus
of the United States.

I made the point then—and I can as-
sure my friends we will be happy to
back it up—that we will put more
money into NIH this year for next fis-
cal year than the President actually
requests.

Now, in terms of Zika, the moment
there was a crisis, the chairman of this
committee, HAL ROGERS, immediately
sent a letter to the President and said:
Spend all the money you need. There
are whole pots of it in different spots.
We will replace the dollars as they are
needed.

So taking money out of funds that
were meant to be spent over years and
using them in immediate crises is not
unusual. Indeed, the administration
itself has done this twice in recent
months: once taking $500 million from
the Emergency Response Fund in the
Department of State and spending it on
climate change, instead of an emer-
gency response; $40 million in their
own budget out of Ebola money that
they were going to spend on malaria
money.

I don’t condemn them for that, by
the way. They just simply were using
something and they said: This is an ac-
count that is going to take several
years. We want to deal with malaria
right now. Let’s take some of that
money. If we have got a problem later,
we will fix it.

That is all that is going on here. At
the end of the day, the amount of re-
sources that are necessary will be made
available. The only difference here is
one side wants to pay for it and not add
to the national debt. The other side
really doesn’t think that is a big con-
sideration. That is a debate worth hav-
ing. I don’t mind having that debate.
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But we heard the word ‘‘reckless”
earlier. It is also shameless to exploit a
crisis for political gain, and I think we
are seeing some of that here today.
Some of it is sincere, but some of it is
great theatrics. It doesn’t change the
fact that when the President made his
request, he has had every dime he has
needed for that 94 days.

When my friends say the Republican
bill only provides a third of the money,
they somehow forget a third had al-
ready been provided. This is the second
third. The rest of it will come. The
money is to be spent as the administra-
tion requested, not over weeks or days,
but over months and years. That is how
they have proposed to deploy it. So giv-
ing them the money as they need it in-
stead of writing them a blank check
and not even paying for it ahead of
time seems to us to be the prudent and
responsible thing to do.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, Dr. Thomas Frieden,
the Director of the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, just recently
said in response to the way this House
has handled funding for the Zika crisis:

““This is no way to fight an epidemic.
Three months is an eternity for control
of an outbreak. There is a narrow win-
dow of opportunity here and it’s clos-
ing. Every day that passes makes it
harder to stop Zika.”

So whether it is Dr. Frieden, or Dr.
Fauci, or any of our Nation’s leading
scientists or medical experts who all
say that what is going on here today is
grossly inadequate, my friends on the
other side of the aisle seem to think
that they know more than our sci-
entists and medical experts; at least
they have convinced themselves that
they know more.

Well, they haven’t convinced me and
they haven’t convinced the majority of
the American people who are watching
this in disbelief.

This is an emergency. This is a crisis.
Why aren’t we acting more aggres-
sively?

I include in the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD a letter to Congress from the
Director of the Office of Management
and Budget, and our National Security
Adviser, in which they talk about the
importance of multi-year funding,
long-term funding because they have
multiyear commitments that they
need to make to the private sector in
order to prioritize Zika, in order to de-
velop vaccines and other prevention to
protect the American people.

THE WHITE HOUSE,
Washington, DC, April 26, 2016.
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR SPEAKER RYAN: As you are aware, on
February 22, the Administration transmitted
to Congress its formal request for $1.9 billion
in emergency supplemental funding to ad-
dress the public health threat posed by the
Zika virus. Sixty-four days have passed since
this initial request; yet still Congress has
not acted.
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Since the time the Administration trans-
mitted its request, the public health threat
posed by the Zika virus has increased. After
careful review of existing evidence, sci-
entists at the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC) concluded that the
Zika virus is a cause of microcephaly and
other severe fetal brain defects. The Zika
virus has spread in Puerto Rico, American
Samoa, the U.S. Virgin Islands and abroad.
As of April 20, there were 891 confirmed Zika
cases in the continental United States and
U.S. territories, including 81 pregnant
women with confirmed cases of Zika. Based
on similar experiences with other diseases
transmitted by the Aedes aegypti mosquito—
believed to be the primary carrier of the
Zika virus—scientists at the CDC expect
there could be local transmission within the
continental U.S. in the summer months. Up-
dated estimate range maps show that these
mosquitoes have been found in cities as far
north as San Francisco, Kansas City and
New York City.

In the absence of action from Congress to
address the Zika virus, the Administration
has taken concrete and aggressive steps to
help keep America safe from this growing
public health threat. The Administration is
working closely with State and local govern-
ments to prepare for outbreaks in the conti-
nental United States and to respond to the
current outbreak in Puerto Rico and other
U.S. territories. We are expanding mosquito
control surveillance and laboratory capac-
ity; developing improved diagnostics as well
as vaccines; supporting affected expectant
mothers, and supporting other Zika response
efforts in Puerto Rico, the U.S. territories,
the continental United States, and abroad.
These efforts are crucial, but they are costly
and they fall well outside of current agency
appropriations. To meet these immediate
needs, the Administration conducted a care-
ful examination of existing Ebola balances
and identified $510 million to redirect to-
wards Zika response activities. We have also
redirected an additional $79 million from
other activities. This reprogramming, while
necessary, is not without cost. It is particu-
larly painful at a time when state and local
public health departments are already
strained.

While this immediate infusion of resources
is necessary to enable the Administration to
take critical first steps in our response to
the public health threat posed by Zika, it is
insufficient. Without significant additional
appropriations this summer, the Nation’s ef-
forts to comprehensively respond to the dis-
ease will be severely undermined. In par-
ticular, the Administration may need to sus-
pend crucial activities, such as mosquito
control and surveillance in the absence of
emergency supplemental funding. State and
local governments that manage mosquito
control and response operations will not be
able to hire needed responders to engage in
mosquito mitigation efforts. Additionally,
the Administration’s ability to move to the
next phase of vaccine development, which
requites multi-year commitments from the
Government to encourage the private sector
to prioritize Zika research and development,
could be jeopardized. Without emergency
supplemental funding, the development of
faster and more accurate diagnostic tests
also will be impeded. The Administration
may not be able to conduct follow up of chil-
dren born to pregnant women with Zika to
better understand the range of Zika impacts,
particularly those health effects that are not
evident at birth. The supplemental request is
also needed to replenish the amounts that we
are now spending from our Ebola accounts to
fund Zika-related activities. This will ensure
we have sufficient contingency funds to ad-
dress unanticipated needs related to both
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Zika and Ebola. As we have seen with both
Ebola and Zika, there are still many un-
knowns about the science and scale of the
outbreak and how it will impact mothers,
babies, and health systems domestically and
abroad.

The Administration is pleased to learn
that there is bipartisan support for providing
emergency funding to address the Zika cri-
sis, but we remain concerned about the ade-
quacy and speed of this response. To properly
protect the American public, and in par-
ticular pregnant women and their newborns,
Congress must fund the Administration’s re-
quest of $1.9 billion and find a path forward
to address this public health emergency im-
mediately. The American people deserve ac-
tion now. With the summer months fast ap-
proaching, we continue to believe that the
Zika supplemental should not be considered
as part of the regular appropriations process,
as it relates to funding we must receive this
year in order to most effectively prepare for
and mitigate the impact of the virus.

We urge you to pass free-standing emer-
gency supplemental funding legislation at
the level requested by the Administration
before Congress leaves town for the Memo-
rial Day recess. We look forward to working
with you to protect the safety and health of
all Americans.

Sincerely,
SHAUN DONOVAN,
Director, The Office of
Management and
Budget.
SUSAN RICE,
National Security Ad-
Visor.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, what
we are doing here today represents a
failure, a miserable failure. This rep-
resents a failure of this Congress to do
everything humanly possible to protect
the people of this country. It is shame-
ful. It is unbelievable.

A rigid, right-wing ideology is trump-
ing common sense, is trumping doing
what is right, what I think most of my
colleagues on the other side of the aisle
understand.

We need to aggressively fight this
crisis. And here is the deal: if we don’t
get this right, all the talk about fiscal
responsibility and controlling the debt
goes out the window because the cost
of this crisis getting out of control is
astronomical.

Mr. Speaker, my friends on the other
side of the aisle can explain away or ra-
tionalize or justify this inadequate re-
sponse all they want, but it is reckless
and irresponsible.

And for the life of me, I can’t under-
stand why on this issue, as we are con-
fronted with this health crisis, we all
can’t come together and do what is
right.

When it comes to wars halfway
around the world, nobody cares about
paying for it; but when it comes to a
war to confront a healthcare epidemic,
crisis, to confront an epidemic, my
friends can’t find the money.

Please vote ‘‘no” on the previous
question so we can actually have an
amendment to properly fund this. I
urge my colleagues to vote ‘“‘no’’ on the
previous question and ‘‘no’’ on the rule.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self the balance of my time.
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I want to respond quickly to some of
my friend’s points, Mr. Speaker, and 1
want to go back to the essential reality
that we are facing.

Number 1, last year, when the Presi-
dent asked for $1 billion more for NIH,
we said: That is not enough. We are
going to give you two.

Last year the President submitted a
request for CDC. We looked at it and
said: You know, it is not enough. You
evidently don’t care enough about pub-
lic health, Mr. President. We are going
to spend more money.

This year he brought us a request to
try and take $1 billion of discretionary
funding away from NIH. My friends on
the other side were as appalled as we
were. We said: No, Mr. President, you
are not going to take $1 billion out of
NIH in a dangerous time of disease. We
are not only going to keep that money
there, we are going to put more money,
additional money than you asked for.

We said the same thing about the
CDC, and so we will do it.

In terms of what has been done, the
minute the Zika virus appeared and the
administration asked for emergency
money, HAL. ROGERS, the chairman of
the committee, responded and said:
Spend whatever it takes.

And, indeed, the administration has
done that.

My friends seem to suggest that
there is something that hasn’t been
done, yet they never tell us what that
one thing is.

The reality is the administration has
had the money to do everything it has
wanted to do. This bill provides more
money on top of that. Our Senators are
proposing even more, so we go to con-
ference to figure out the appropriate
amount and whether or not and to
what degree it should be paid for. I
would hope it is all paid for. It should
be because we have the funds to do
that.

So to suggest that there is some sort
of failure of funding is simply not true,
and my friends know it is not true. To
suggest that we are not willing to put
the money here would suggest that re-
cent history has no relevance, because
we have put more money here than the
President asked us to put, and we have
committed to put even more going for-
ward.

The only difference here, and what
drives my friends into a frenzy, is that
we actually want to pay for this. They
simply don’t. They think, let’s just put
another $1.9 billion on the national
credit card. This is a great excuse to do
that.

Well, we are not prepared to do that,
but we are prepared to respond to the
legitimate needs of the American peo-
ple and use the resources that we have.

So, Mr. Speaker, in closing, I agree
with my colleagues on the other side.
We should address the issue. We dis-
agree with the other body on how to do
it, and we will go on from there.

Mr. Speaker, I look forward to work-
ing with my colleagues in conference
on these important issues.
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The material previously referred to
by Mr. MCGOVERN is as follows:

AN AMENDMENT TO H. RES. 751 OFFERED BY
MR. MCGOVERN

On page 2, line 4, insert ‘‘as modified by
the amendment specified in section 2 of this
resolution’ before the semicolon.

At the end of the resolution, add the fol-
lowing new section:

SEc.2. The amendment referred to in sec-
tion 1(a) is as follows: Strike divisions B and
C and insert the text of H.R. 5044 as intro-
duced.

THE VOTE ON THE PREVIOUS QUESTION: WHAT
IT REALLY MEANS

This vote, the vote on whether to order the
previous question on a special rule, is not
merely a procedural vote. A vote against or-
dering the previous question is a vote
against the Republican majority agenda and
a vote to allow the Democratic minority to
offer an alternative plan. It is a vote about
what the House should be debating.

Mr. Clarence Cannon’s Precedents of the
House of Representatives (VI, 308-311), de-
scribes the vote on the previous question on
the rule as “‘a motion to direct or control the
consideration of the subject before the House
being made by the Member in charge.”” To
defeat the previous question is to give the
opposition a chance to decide the subject be-
fore the House. Cannon cites the Speaker’s
ruling of January 13, 1920, to the effect that
“‘the refusal of the House to sustain the de-
mand for the previous question passes the
control of the resolution to the opposition”
in order to offer an amendment. On March
15, 1909, a member of the majority party of-
fered a rule resolution. The House defeated
the previous question and a member of the
opposition rose to a parliamentary inquiry,
asking who was entitled to recognition.
Speaker Joseph G. Cannon (R-Illinois) said:
“The previous question having been refused,
the gentleman from New York, Mr. Fitz-
gerald, who had asked the gentleman to
yield to him for an amendment, is entitled to
the first recognition.”

The Republican majority may say ‘‘the
vote on the previous question is simply a
vote on whether to proceed to an immediate
vote on adopting the resolution . .. [and]
has no substantive legislative or policy im-
plications whatsoever.”” But that is not what
they have always said. Listen to the Repub-
lican Leadership Manual on the Legislative
Process in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives, (6th edition, page 135). Here’s
how the Republicans describe the previous
question vote in their own manual: ‘““‘Al-
though it is generally not possible to amend
the rule because the majority Member con-
trolling the time will not yield for the pur-
pose of offering an amendment, the same re-
sult may be achieved by voting down the pre-
vious question on the rule . . . When the mo-
tion for the previous question is defeated,
control of the time passes to the Member
who led the opposition to ordering the pre-
vious question. That Member, because he
then controls the time, may offer an amend-
ment to the rule, or yield for the purpose of
amendment.”’

In Deschler’s Procedure in the U.S. House
of Representatives, the subchapter titled
‘“Amending Special Rules” states: ‘‘a refusal
to order the previous question on such a rule
[a special rule reported from the Committee
on Rules] opens the resolution to amend-
ment and further debate.”” (Chapter 21, sec-
tion 21.2) Section 21.3 continues: ‘“Upon re-
jection of the motion for the previous ques-
tion on a resolution reported from the Com-
mittee on Rules, control shifts to the Mem-
ber leading the opposition to the previous
question, who may offer a proper amendment
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or motion and who controls the time for de-
bate thereon.”

Clearly, the vote on the previous question
on a rule does have substantive policy impli-
cations. It is one of the only available tools
for those who oppose the Republican major-
ity’s agenda and allows those with alter-
native views the opportunity to offer an al-
ternative plan.

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, I yield back
the balance of my time, and I move the
previous question on the resolution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on ordering the previous
question.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. McGOVERN. Mr. Speaker,
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

on

———

ENERGY AND WATER DEVELOP-
MENT AND RELATED AGENCIES
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2017

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 743 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the state of the Union for the further
consideration of the bill, H.R. 5055.

Will the gentleman from Wisconsin
(Mr. RIBBLE) kindly take the chair.

J 1030
IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union for the
further consideration of the bill (H.R.
5065) making appropriations for energy
and water development and related
agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2017, and for other purposes,
with Mr. RIBBLE (Acting Chair) in the
chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The Acting CHAIR. When the Com-
mittee of the Whole House rose on May
25, 2016, an amendment offered by the
gentleman from Florida (Mr.
DESANTIS) had been disposed of and the
bill had been read through 80, line 15.

Mr. SIMPSON. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the Committee do now rise and re-
port the bill back to the House with
sundry amendments, with the rec-
ommendation that the amendments be
agreed to and that the bill, as amend-

ed, do pass.
The motion was agreed to.
Accordingly, the Committee rose;

and the Speaker pro tempore (Mr.
LucAs) having assumed the chair, Mr.
RIBBLE Acting Chair of the Committee
of the Whole House on the state of the
Union, reported that that Committee,
having had under consideration the bill
(H.R. 5055) making appropriations for
energy and water development and re-
lated agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2017, and for other
purposes, directed him to report the
bill back to the House with sundry
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amendments adopted in the Committee
of the Whole, with the recommendation
that the amendments be agreed to and
that the bill, as amended, do pass.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
House Resolution 743, the previous
question is ordered.

Is a separate vote demanded on any
amendment reported from the Com-
mittee of the Whole? If not, the Chair
will put them en gros.

The amendments were agreed to.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the engrossment and
third reading of the bill.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed
and read a third time, and was read the
third time.

MOTION TO RECOMMIT

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I have
a motion to recommit at the desk.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is the
gentleman opposed to the bill?

Mr. LANGEVIN. I am opposed to the
bill in its current form.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Clerk will report the motion to recom-
mit.

The Clerk read as follows:

Mr. Langevin moves to recommit the bill
H.R. 5055 to the Committee on Appropria-
tions with instructions to report the same
back to the House forthwith with the fol-
lowing amendment:

In the ‘‘Defense Nuclear Nonproliferation’’
account on page 53, line 11, after the dollar
amount, insert ‘“‘(increased by $20,000,000)"".

In the ‘“‘Federal Salaries and Expenses’ ac-
count on page 54, line 14, after the dollar
amount relating to the National Nuclear Se-
curity Administration, insert ‘‘(reduced by
$20,000,000)"".

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Rhode Island is recognized
for 5 minutes.

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, this is
the final amendment to the bill, which
would not kill the bill or send it back
to committee. If adopted, the bill will
immediately proceed to final passage,
as amended.

Mr. Speaker, this amendment is sim-
ple. It adds $20 million to nuclear non-
proliferation accounts so that nuclear
materials do not fall into the wrong
hands.

The possibility that terrorists or
rogue nations will acquire nuclear
weapons, fissile material, or radio-
logical material that could be used in a
dirty bomb are among the gravest
threats facing our Nation and the
international community.

Right now, luckily—though there
are, of course, exceptions—these most
dangerous weapons are in the hands of
responsible actors. We cannot allow
that dynamic to shift, and we must en-
sure that these weapons never fall into
the hands of bad actors who would seek
to do us or the rest of the international
community harm.

However, today, there is more fissile
material in the world than at any
other time in our history, and the bad
actors are taking notice. According to
several studies conducted at Harvard,
at least two terrorist groups—al Qaeda
and the Japanese terror cult Aum
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Shinrikyo—have made serious efforts
to buy, steal, or otherwise obtain nu-
clear weapons in recent years.

There is clear evidence that ISIL
would, if given the opportunity, strive
to do us great harm. After all, it only
takes a grapefruit-sized amount of
highly enriched uranium to make a nu-
clear weapon, and there are hundreds
of metric tons of material out there,
some of which is still vulnerable to
theft. Now, according to reports, ISIL
has been monitoring a senior official of
a Belgian facility, by way of example,
with substantial stocks of highly en-
riched uranium.

We absolutely cannot assume the
risk that the United States would be
ambushed by a rogue nuclear threat,
and we must not leave ourselves ex-
posed to a threat that would forever
change our American way of life. While
we can never protect against every
threat, we can, however, mitigate it by
working with our international part-
ners, Federal agencies, national labora-
tories, and the private sector to more
quickly secure and eliminate vulner-
able nuclear materials.

Small investments, such as the ones
offered in this amendment, can yield
significant national security benefits.
By moving $20 million into the Defense
Nuclear Nonproliferation account, we
would ultimately make our country—
and the world—a safer place to live.

Mr. Speaker, Congress has worked
across the aisle on this issue many
times before, and we have seen some
incredible success stories that have a
profound impact on the security of our
nuclear materials.

During the fiscal year 2012 Energy
and Water Development Appropriations
bill, the House approved an amend-
ment—by a voice vote, no less—offered
by Congressman FORTENBERRY and
Congresswoman SANCHEZ to do exactly
what this motion to recommit seeks to
do today.

Their amendment to increase appro-
priations for the Global Threat Reduc-
tion Initiative under the Defense Nu-
clear Nonproliferation account was en-
thusiastically supported on both sides
of this Chamber, securing an important
bipartisan victory for the international
effort to secure vulnerable fissile mate-
rial and keeping our Nation safe from
the threat of nuclear terrorism.

Mr. Speaker, this House did not
cower when faced with this challenge
back then, and we must not do so
today. Let today be another one of
those bipartisan success stories. Let us
redouble our efforts to prevent the pro-
liferation and catastrophic abuse of
sensitive nuclear materials and tech-
nologies across the globe and here at
home.

I beseech my fellow Members, adopt
this amendment, keep our Nation safe,
and deny the nuclear terrorists who
would seek to do us harm their own
success story.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. SIMPSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
opposition to the motion to recommit.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Idaho is recognized for 5
minutes.

Mr. SIMPSON. Mr. Speaker, H.R.
5065, is a good bill that invests $37.4 bil-
lion in priorities we can all support—
national security, critical water re-
sources, infrastructure projects for our
districts, and energy independence—
through an all-of-the-above approach.

First and foremost, this legislation is
a defense bill. $19.44 billion out of the
37.4 billion, or 51 percent, is dedicated
toward our national security. Carrying
out our Nation’s nuclear deterrence
mission is, in part, the responsibility of
the Department of Energy; while DOD
provides delivery vehicles and opera-
tors, DOE provides nuclear warheads
themselves.

Congress provides funding for this
critical defense mission through the
Energy and Water Development Appro-
priations bill. As we drafted this bill,
we carefully considered 2,700 Member
requests. This legislation addresses 95
percent of those requests in one form
or another. This included four requests
from Democratic Members to fund non-
proliferation programs at the budget
request level of $1.8 billion, which this
bill does.

I agree that nonproliferation is a
critical part of our overall nuclear de-
fense strategy. We need to be doing ev-
erything we can to keep dangerous nu-
clear materials away from rogue na-
tions and terrorists. Extra funding for
DOE nonproliferation programs, how-
ever, is not the only way to do this. We
must also provide for a strong defense
capability, and this bill accomplishes
that.

While I appreciate the passion for the
nonproliferation and securing these
materials abroad, I would also like to
see the same passion for securing these
materials at home. While the prospect
of a terrorist getting hold of nuclear
materials in the Middle East, Africa, or
East Asia is terrifying, the prospect of
them getting ahold of these materials
in Tennessee, Texas, or California is
even more so.

In 2012, three peace activists—a drift-
er, an 82-year-old nun, and a house
painter—penetrated the exterior of the
Y-12 National Security Complex in
Tennessee, supposedly one of the most
secure nuclear facilities in the United
States. If they had been terrorists
armed with explosives, that scenario
would be frightening to imagine. That
is why this funding in this bill is so
critical.

The bill increases funding $30 million
above the request to improve security
at aging nuclear weapons facilities to
make sure our own nuclear materials
are secure on our home soil and address
a backlog of $2 billion in security up-
grades needed at nuclear weapons fa-
cilities.

In a tight fiscal environment, we
need to be making these investments
at our own nuclear facilities, not
spending American taxpayer dollars to
perform work in Russia’s nuclear fa-
cilities.
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In addition to these investments, the
bill also continues prohibitions on
funding for nonproliferation projects in
Russia, which is spending billions of
dollars on its own nuclear moderniza-
tion.

In all, this is a fiscally responsible,
economically smart, and critically im-
portant national security bill. It de-
serves to be passed quickly without
further changes or delays.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
vote against this motion and to sup-
port the underlying bill.

Lastly, let me say, Mr. Speaker, I ap-
preciate every Member of this body, on
both sides of the aisle, for the 2 days of
debate we have put in for the amend-
ments that we have debated and the re-
spectful debate that we have had on a
lot of important issues. It has been a
good debate, and I look forward to see-
ing my colleagues on the other side of
the aisle who had some of their amend-
ments adopted now voting for this bill
because of the amendments that were
adopted in the Committee of the
Whole.

So I would urge my colleagues to
vote against this motion to recommit
and vote for passage of the bill.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the previous question is or-
dered on the motion to recommit.

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion to recommit.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. SIMPSON. Mr. Speaker, on that
I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 and clause 9 of rule XX,
this 15-minute vote on the motion to
recommit will be followed by 5-minute
votes on passage of H.R. 5055; ordering
the previous question on House Resolu-
tion 751; and adoption of House Resolu-
tion 751, if ordered.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 178, nays
236, not voting 19, as follows:

[Roll No. 265]

YEAS—178

Adams Chu, Judy Dingell
Aguilar Cicilline Doggett
Ashford Clark (MA) Doyle, Michael
Bass Clarke (NY) F.
Beatty Clay Duckworth
Becerra Cleaver Edwards
Bera Clyburn Ellison
Beyer Cohen Engel
Bishop (GA) Connolly Eshoo
Blumenauer Conyers Esty
Bonamici Cooper Farr
Boyle, Brendan Courtney Foster

F. Crowley Frankel (FL)
Brady (PA) Cuellar Fudge
Brown (FL) Cummings Gabbard
Brownley (CA) Davis (CA) Gallego
Bustos Dayvis, Danny Garamendi
Butterfield DeFazio Graham
Capps DeGette Grayson
Capuano Delaney Green, Al
Carney DeLauro Green, Gene
Carson (IN) DelBene Grijalva
Cartwright DeSaulnier Gutiérrez
Castor (FL) Deutch Hahn

Hastings
Heck (WA)
Higgins
Himes
Hinojosa
Honda
Hoyer
Huffman
Israel
Jackson Lee
Jeffries
Johnson, E. B.
Kaptur
Keating
Kelly (IL)
Kennedy
Kildee
Kilmer
Kind
Kirkpatrick
Kuster
Langevin
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Lawrence
Lee
Levin
Lewis
Lieu, Ted
Lipinski
Loebsack
Lofgren
Lowenthal
Lowey
Lujan Grisham
(NM)
Lujan, Ben Ray
(NM)

Abraham
Aderholt
Allen
Amash
Amodei
Babin
Barletta
Barr

Barton
Benishek
Bilirakis
Bishop (MI)
Bishop (UT)
Black
Blackburn
Blum

Bost
Boustany
Brady (TX)
Brat
Bridenstine
Brooks (AL)
Brooks (IN)
Buchanan
Buck
Bucshon
Burgess
Byrne
Calvert
Carter (GA)
Carter (TX)
Chabot
Chaffetz
Clawson (FL)
Coffman
Cole

Collins (GA)
Collins (NY)
Comstock
Conaway
Cook

Costa
Costello (PA)
Crawford
Crenshaw
Culberson
Curbelo (FL)
Dayvis, Rodney
Denham
Dent
DeSantis
DesJarlais
Diaz-Balart
Dold
Donovan
Duncan (SC)
Duncan (TN)
Ellmers (NC)
Emmer (MN)

Lynch
Maloney,
Carolyn
Maloney, Sean
Matsui
McCollum
McDermott
McGovern
McNerney
Meeks
Meng
Moore
Moulton
Murphy (FL)
Nadler
Napolitano
Neal
Nolan
Norcross
Pallone
Pascrell
Payne
Pelosi
Perlmutter
Peters
Peterson
Pingree
Pocan
Polis
Price (NC)
Quigley
Richmond
Roybal-Allard
Ruiz
Ruppersberger
Rush
Ryan (OH)

NAYS—236

Farenthold
Fitzpatrick
Fleischmann
Fleming
Flores
Forbes
Fortenberry
Foxx
Frelinghuysen
Garrett
Gibbs

Gibson
Gohmert
Goodlatte
Gosar

Gowdy
Granger
Graves (GA)
Graves (LA)
Graves (MO)
Griffith
Grothman
Guinta
Guthrie
Hardy
Harper
Harris
Hartzler
Heck (NV)
Hensarling
Hice, Jody B.
Hill

Holding
Hudson
Huelskamp
Huizenga (MI)
Hultgren
Hunter

Hurd (TX)
Hurt (VA)
Issa

Jenkins (WV)
Johnson (OH)
Johnson, Sam
Jolly

Jones

Jordan

Joyce

Katko

Kelly (MS)
Kelly (PA)
King (IA)
King (NY)
Kinzinger (IL)
Kline

Knight
Labrador
LaHood
LaMalfa

Séanchez, Linda
T

Sanchez, Loretta

Sarbanes

Schakowsky

Schiff

Schrader

Scott (VA)

Scott, David

Serrano

Sewell (AL)

Sherman

Sinema

Sires

Slaughter

Smith (WA)

Speier

Swalwell (CA)

Takano

Thompson (CA)

Thompson (MS)

Titus

Tonko

Torres

Tsongas

Van Hollen

Vargas

Veasey

Vela

Velazquez

Visclosky

Walz

Wasserman
Schultz

Waters, Maxine

Watson Coleman

Welch

Wilson (FL)

Lance
Latta
LoBiondo
Long
Loudermilk
Love
Lucas
Luetkemeyer
Lummis
MacArthur
Marchant
Marino
Massie
McCarthy
McCaul
McClintock
McHenry
McKinley
McMorris
Rodgers
McSally
Meadows
Meehan
Messer
Mica
Miller (FL)
Miller (MI)
Moolenaar
Mooney (WV)
Mullin
Mulvaney
Murphy (PA)
Neugebauer
Newhouse
Noem
Nugent
Nunes
Olson
Palazzo
Palmer
Paulsen
Pearce
Perry
Pittenger
Pitts
Poe (TX)
Poliquin
Pompeo
Posey
Price, Tom
Ratcliffe
Reed
Reichert
Renacci
Ribble
Rice (SC)
Rigell
Roby
Roe (TN)
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Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rohrabacher
Rokita
Rooney (FL)
Ros-Lehtinen
Roskam
Ross

Rothfus
Rouzer
Royce
Russell
Salmon
Sanford
Scalise
Schweikert
Scott, Austin
Sensenbrenner
Sessions
Shimkus

Cardenas
Castro (TX)
Cramer
Duffy
Fattah
Fincher
Franks (AZ)
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Shuster
Simpson
Smith (MO)
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Smith (TX)
Stefanik
Stewart
Stivers
Stutzman
Thompson (PA)
Thornberry
Tiberi
Tipton
Trott
Turner
Upton
Valadao
Wagner
Walberg

Walden
Walker
Walorski
Walters, Mimi
Weber (TX)
Webster (FL)
Wenstrup
Westerman
Westmoreland
Williams
Wilson (SC)
Wittman
Womack
Woodall
Yoder

Yoho

Young (AK)
Young (IA)
Young (IN)
Zeldin

NOT VOTING—19

Hanna

Herrera Beutler
Jenkins (KS)
Johnson (GA)
Lamborn
O’Rourke
Rangel

Rice (NY)
Takai
Whitfield
Yarmuth
Zinke

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during
the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-

ing.

Messrs.
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POE of Texas,

SHUSTER,

and ROHRABACHER changed their

vote from ‘‘yea’ to ‘‘nay.”’

Ms. EDWARDS, Mr. RYAN of Ohio,

and Ms.

McCOLLUM changed their
vote from ‘‘nay’”’ to ‘‘yea.”

So the motion to recommit was re-

jected.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.

The

question is on the passage of the bill.
Under clause 10 of rule XX, the yeas
and nays are ordered.
This will be a 5-minute vote.
The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 112, nays
305, not voting 16, as follows:

Ashford
Barr
Benishek
Bishop (UT)
Boustany
Brady (TX)
Brooks (IN)
Bucshon
Byrne
Calvert
Carter (GA)
Carter (TX)
Chaffetz
Coffman
Cole

Collins (NY)
Comstock
Cook

Costa
Costello (PA)
Crenshaw
Cuellar
Culberson
Curbelo (FL)
Davis, Rodney
Denham
Dent
Diaz-Balart
Dold
Donovan
Emmer (MN)
Fitzpatrick
Foxx
Frelinghuysen
Gibbs
Gibson

[Roll No. 266]

YEAS—112

Granger
Green, Gene
Grothman
Hardy
Hill
Hunter
Hurd (TX)
Hurt (VA)
Issa
Jenkins (WV)
Johnson (OH)
Jolly
Joyce
Katko
King (NY)
Kinzinger (IL)
Kline
Knight
LaHood
Lance
LoBiondo
Love
Lummis
MacArthur
Massie
McCarthy
MecClintock
McHenry
McKinley
McMorris
Rodgers
McSally
Meehan
Messer
Newhouse
Nunes

Paulsen
Peterson
Poliquin
Pompeo
Price, Tom
Reed
Reichert
Renacci
Rigell
Rogers (KY)
Rohrabacher
Rokita
Rooney (FL)
Ros-Lehtinen
Royce
Salmon
Scalise
Schweikert
Shimkus
Simpson
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Stefanik
Stewart
Stivers
Thornberry
Tiberi
Tipton
Turner
Upton
Valadao
Vela
Walden
Walters, Mimi
Wilson (SC)
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Womack
Woodall

Abraham
Adams
Aderholt
Aguilar
Allen
Amash
Amodei
Babin
Barletta
Barton
Bass
Beatty
Becerra
Bera
Beyer
Bilirakis
Bishop (GA)
Bishop (MI)
Black
Blackburn
Blum
Blumenauer
Bonamici
Bost
Boyle, Brendan
F

Brady (PA)
Brat
Bridenstine
Brooks (AL)
Brown (FL)
Brownley (CA)
Buchanan
Buck
Burgess
Bustos
Butterfield
Capps
Capuano
Carney
Carson (IN)
Cartwright
Castor (FL)
Chabot
Chu, Judy
Cicilline
Clark (MA)
Clarke (NY)
Clawson (FL)
Clay
Cleaver
Clyburn
Cohen
Collins (GA)
Conaway
Connolly
Conyers
Cooper
Courtney
Crawford
Crowley
Cummings
Davis (CA)
Davis, Danny
DeFazio
DeGette
Delaney
DeLauro
DelBene
DeSantis
DeSaulnier
DesdJarlais
Deutch
Dingell
Doggett
Doyle, Michael
F

Duckworth
Duncan (SC)
Duncan (TN)
Edwards
Ellison
Ellmers (NC)
Engel

Eshoo

Esty
Farenthold
Farr
Fleischmann
Fleming
Flores
Forbes
Fortenberry
Foster
Frankel (FL)

Young (AK)
Young (IA)

NAYS—305

Franks (AZ)
Fudge
Gabbard
Gallego
Garamendi
Garrett
Gohmert
Goodlatte
Gosar
Gowdy
Graham
Graves (GA)
Graves (LA)
Graves (MO)
Grayson
Green, Al
Griffith
Grijalva
Guinta
Guthrie
Gutiérrez
Hahn
Harper
Harris
Hartzler
Hastings
Heck (NV)
Heck (WA)
Hensarling
Hice, Jody B.
Higgins
Himes
Hinojosa
Holding
Honda
Hoyer
Hudson
Huelskamp
Huffman
Huizenga (MI)
Hultgren
Israel
Jackson Lee
Jeffries
Johnson (GA)
Johnson, E. B.
Johnson, Sam
Jones
Jordan
Kaptur
Keating
Kelly (IL)
Kelly (MS)
Kelly (PA)
Kennedy
Kildee
Kilmer
Kind
King (IA)
Kirkpatrick
Kuster
Labrador
LaMalfa
Langevin
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Latta
Lawrence
Lee
Levin
Lewis
Lieu, Ted
Lipinski
Loebsack
Lofgren
Long
Loudermilk
Lowenthal
Lowey
Lucas
Luetkemeyer
Lujan Grisham
(NM)
Lujan, Ben Ray
(NM)
Lynch
Maloney,
Carolyn
Maloney, Sean
Marchant
Marino
Matsui
McCaul
McCollum
McDermott
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Young (IN)
Zeldin

McGovern
McNerney
Meadows
Meeks
Meng
Mica
Miller (FL)
Miller (MI)
Moolenaar
Mooney (WV)
Moore
Moulton
Mullin
Mulvaney
Murphy (FL)
Murphy (PA)
Nadler
Napolitano
Neal
Neugebauer
Noem
Nolan
Norcross
Nugent
Olson
Palazzo
Pallone
Palmer
Pascrell
Payne
Pearce
Pelosi
Perlmutter
Perry
Peters
Pingree
Pittenger
Pitts
Pocan
Poe (TX)
Polis
Posey
Price (NC)
Quigley
Rangel
Ratcliffe
Ribble
Rice (SC)
Richmond
Roby
Roe (TN)
Rogers (AL)
Roskam
Ross
Rothfus
Rouzer
Roybal-Allard
Ruiz
Ruppersberger
Rush
Russell
Ryan (OH)
Sanchez, Linda
T.
Sanchez, Loretta
Sanford
Sarbanes
Schakowsky
Schiff
Schrader
Scott (VA)
Scott, Austin
Scott, David
Sensenbrenner
Serrano
Sessions
Sewell (AL)
Sherman
Shuster
Sinema
Sires
Slaughter
Smith (MO)
Smith (TX)
Smith (WA)
Speier
Stutzman
Swalwell (CA)
Takano
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Thompson (PA)
Titus
Tonko
Torres

Trott Walker Welch
Tsongas Walorski Wenstrup
Van Hollen Walz Westerman
Vargas Wasserman Westmoreland
Veasey Schultz Williams
Velazquez Waters, Maxine ~ Wilson (FL)
Visclosky Watson Coleman Wittman
Wagner Weber (TX) Yoder
Walberg Webster (FL) Yoho

NOT VOTING—16
Cardenas Hanna Takai
Castro (TX) Herrera Beutler ~ Whitfield
Cramer Jenkins (KS) Yarmuth
Duffy Lamborn Zinke
Fattah O’Rourke
Fincher Rice (NY)
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So the bill was not passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

RELATING TO CONSIDERATION OF
THE SENATE AMENDMENT TO
H.R. 25717, TRANSPORTATION,
HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOP-
MENT, AND RELATED AGENCIES
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2016

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on order-
ing the previous question on the reso-
lution (H. Res. 751) relating to consid-
eration of the Senate amendment to
the bill (H.R. 2577) making appropria-
tions for the Departments of Transpor-
tation, and Housing and Urban Devel-
opment, and related agencies for the
fiscal year ending September 30, 2016,
and for other purposes, on which the
yveas and nays were ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on ordering the previous
question.

This is a 5-minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 236, nays
180, not voting 17, as follows:

[Roll No. 267]

YEAS—236
Abraham Chaffetz Fortenberry
Aderholt Clawson (FL) Foxx
Allen Coffman Franks (AZ)
Amash Cole Frelinghuysen
Amodei Collins (GA) Garrett
Babin Collins (NY) Gibbs
Barletta Comstock Gibson
Barr Conaway Gohmert
Barton Cook Goodlatte
Benishek Costello (PA) Gosar
Bilirakis Crawford Gowdy
Bishop (MI) Crenshaw Granger
Bishop (UT) Culberson Graves (GA)

Black
Blackburn
Blum

Bost
Boustany
Brady (TX)
Brat
Bridenstine
Brooks (AL)
Brooks (IN)
Buchanan
Buck
Bucshon
Burgess
Byrne
Calvert
Carter (GA)
Carter (TX)
Chabot

Curbelo (FL)
Dayvis, Rodney
Denham
Dent
DeSantis
DesJarlais
Diaz-Balart
Dold
Donovan
Duncan (SC)
Duncan (TN)
Ellmers (NC)
Emmer (MN)
Farenthold
Fitzpatrick
Fleischmann
Fleming
Flores
Forbes

Graves (LA)
Graves (MO)
Griffith
Grothman
Guinta
Guthrie
Hardy
Harper
Harris
Hartzler
Heck (NV)
Hensarling
Hice, Jody B.
Hill

Holding
Hudson
Huelskamp
Huizenga (MI)
Hultgren

Hunter
Hurd (TX)
Hurt (VA)
Issa
Jenkins (WV)
Johnson (OH)
Johnson, Sam
Jolly
Jones
Jordan
Joyce
Katko
Kelly (MS)
Kelly (PA)
King (IA)
King (NY)
Kinzinger (IL)
Kline
Knight
Labrador
LaHood
LaMalfa
Lance
Latta
LoBiondo
Long
Loudermilk
Love
Lucas
Luetkemeyer
Lummis
MacArthur
Marchant
Marino
Massie
McCarthy
McCaul
MecClintock
McHenry
McKinley
McMorris
Rodgers
McSally
Meadows
Meehan
Messer
Mica

Adams
Aguilar
Ashford
Bass
Beatty
Becerra
Bera
Beyer
Bishop (GA)
Blumenauer
Bonamici
Boyle, Brendan
F.
Brady (PA)
Brown (FL)
Brownley (CA)
Bustos
Butterfield
Capps
Capuano
Carney
Carson (IN)
Cartwright
Castor (FL)
Chu, Judy
Cicilline
Clark (MA)
Clarke (NY)
Clay
Cleaver
Clyburn
Cohen
Connolly
Conyers
Cooper
Costa
Courtney
Crowley
Cuellar
Cummings
Davis (CA)
Davis, Danny
DeFazio
DeGette
Delaney
DeLauro
DelBene
DeSaulnier
Deutch
Dingell

Miller (FL)
Miller (MI)
Moolenaar
Mooney (WV)
Mullin
Mulvaney
Murphy (PA)
Neugebauer
Newhouse
Noem
Nugent
Nunes

Olson
Palazzo
Palmer
Paulsen
Pearce
Perry
Pittenger
Pitts

Poe (TX)
Poliquin
Pompeo
Posey

Price, Tom
Ratcliffe
Reed
Reichert
Renacci
Ribble

Rice (SC)
Rigell

Roby

Roe (TN)
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rohrabacher
Rokita
Rooney (FL)
Ros-Lehtinen
Roskam
Ross
Rothfus
Rouzer
Royce
Russell
Salmon

NAYS—180

Doggett
Doyle, Michael
F.
Duckworth
Edwards
Ellison
Engel
Eshoo
Esty
Farr
Foster
Frankel (FL)
Fudge
Gabbard
Gallego
Garamendi
Graham
Grayson
Green, Al
Green, Gene
Grijalva
Gutiérrez
Hahn
Hastings
Heck (WA)
Higgins
Himes
Hinojosa
Honda
Hoyer
Huffman
Israel
Jackson Lee
Jeffries
Johnson (GA)
Johnson, E. B.
Kaptur
Keating
Kelly (IL)
Kennedy
Kildee
Kilmer
Kind
Kirkpatrick
Kuster
Langevin
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Lawrence
Lee
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Sanford
Scalise
Schweikert
Scott, Austin
Sensenbrenner
Sessions
Shimkus
Shuster
Simpson
Smith (MO)
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Smith (TX)
Stefanik
Stewart
Stivers
Stutzman
Thompson (PA)
Thornberry
Tiberi
Tipton

Trott

Turner
Upton
Valadao
Wagner
Walberg
Walden
Walker
Walorski
Walters, Mimi
Weber (TX)
Webster (FL)
Wenstrup
Westerman
Westmoreland
Williams
Wilson (SC)
Wittman
Womack
Woodall
Yoder

Yoho

Young (AK)
Young (TIA)
Young (IN)
Zeldin

Levin
Lewis
Lieu, Ted
Lipinski
Loebsack
Lofgren
Lowenthal
Lowey
Lujan Grisham
(NM)
Lujan, Ben Ray
(NM)
Lynch
Maloney,
Carolyn
Maloney, Sean
Matsui
McCollum
McDermott
McGovern
McNerney
Meeks
Meng
Moore
Moulton
Murphy (FL)
Nadler
Napolitano
Neal
Nolan
Norcross
Pallone
Pascrell
Payne
Pelosi
Perlmutter
Peters
Peterson
Pingree
Pocan
Polis
Price (NC)
Quigley
Rangel
Richmond
Roybal-Allard
Ruiz
Ruppersberger
Rush
Ryan (OH)
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Sanchez, Linda Sires Veasey

T. Slaughter Vela
Sanchez, Loretta Smith (WA) Velazquez
Sarbanes Speier Visclosky
Schakowsky Swalwell (CA) Walz
Schiff Takano Wasserman
Schrader Thompson (CA) Schultz
Scott (VA) Titus :
Scott, David Tonko avers, Maxine
Serrano Torres Welch
Sewell (AL) Tsongas N
Sherman Van Hollen Wilson (FL)
Sinema Vargas

NOT VOTING—17

Cardenas Hanna Takai
Castro (TX) Herrera Beutler Thompson (MS)
Cramer Jenkins (KS) Whitfield
Duffy Lamborn Yarmuth
Fattah O’Rourke Zinke
Fincher Rice (NY)

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during
the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-
ing.
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So the previous question was ordered.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
question is on the resolution.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

RECORDED VOTE

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I de-
mand a recorded vote.

A recorded vote was ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
will be a 5-minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—ayes 233, noes 180,
not voting 20, as follows:

[Roll No. 268]

The

This

AYES—233
Abraham Denham Huelskamp
Aderholt Dent Huizenga (MI)
Allen DeSantis Hultgren
Amodei DesJarlais Hunter
Babin Diaz-Balart Hurd (TX)
Barletta Dold Hurt (VA)
Barr Donovan Issa
Barton Duncan (SC) Jenkins (WV)
Benishek Duncan (TN) Johnson (OH)
Bilirakis Ellmers (NC) Johnson, Sam
Bishop (MI) Emmer (MN) Jolly
Bishop (UT) Farenthold Jones
Black Fitzpatrick Jordan
Blackburn Fleischmann Joyce
Blum Fleming Katko
Bost Flores Kelly (MS)
Boustany Forbes Kelly (PA)
Brady (TX) Fortenberry King (IA)
Brat Foxx King (NY)
Bridenstine Franks (AZ) Kinzinger (IL)
Brooks (IN) Frelinghuysen Kline
Buchanan Gibbs Knight
Buck Gibson Labrador
Bucshon Gohmert LaHood
Burgess Goodlatte LaMalfa
Byrne Gosar Lance
Calvert Gowdy Latta
Carter (GA) Granger LoBiondo
Carter (TX) Graves (GA) Long
Chabot Graves (LA) Loudermilk
Chaffetz Graves (MO) Love
Clawson (FL) Griffith Lucas
Coffman Grothman Luetkemeyer
Cole Guinta Lummis
Collins (GA) Guthrie MacArthur
Collins (NY) Hardy Marchant
Comstock Harper Marino
Conaway Harris Massie
Cook Hartzler McCarthy
Costello (PA) Heck (NV) McCaul
Crawford Hensarling McClintock
Crenshaw Hice, Jody B. McHenry
Culberson Hill McKinley
Curbelo (FL) Holding McMorris
Davis, Rodney Hudson Rodgers

McSally
Meadows
Meehan
Messer
Mica
Miller (FL)
Miller (MI)
Moolenaar
Mooney (WV)
Mullin
Mulvaney
Murphy (PA)
Neugebauer
Newhouse
Noem
Nugent
Nunes
Olson
Palazzo
Palmer
Paulsen
Pearce
Perry
Pittenger
Pitts

Poe (TX)
Poliquin
Pompeo
Posey
Price, Tom
Ratcliffe
Reed
Reichert

Adams
Aguilar
Amash
Ashford
Bass
Beatty
Becerra
Bera
Beyer
Bishop (GA)
Blumenauer
Bonamici
Boyle, Brendan
F.
Brady (PA)
Brooks (AL)
Brown (FL)
Brownley (CA)
Bustos
Butterfield
Capps
Capuano
Carney
Carson (IN)
Cartwright
Castor (FL)
Chu, Judy
Cicilline
Clark (MA)
Clarke (NY)
Clay
Cleaver
Clyburn
Cohen
Connolly
Conyers
Cooper
Costa
Courtney
Crowley
Cuellar
Cummings
Davis (CA)
Davis, Danny
DeFazio
DeGette
Delaney
DeLauro
DelBene
DeSaulnier
Deutch
Dingell
Doggett
Doyle, Michael
F

Duckworth
Edwards
Ellison
Engel

Esty

Farr

Foster
Frankel (FL)

Renacci
Ribble

Rice (SC)
Rigell

Roby

Roe (TN)
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rohrabacher
Rokita
Rooney (FL)
Ros-Lehtinen
Roskam
Ross
Rothfus
Rouzer
Royce
Russell
Salmon
Sanford
Scalise
Schweikert
Scott, Austin
Sensenbrenner
Sessions
Shimkus
Shuster
Sinema
Smith (MO)
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Smith (TX)
Stefanik

NOES—180

Fudge
Gabbard
Gallego
Garamendi
Graham
Grayson
Green, Al
Green, Gene
Grijalva
Gutiérrez
Hahn
Hastings
Heck (WA)
Higgins
Himes
Hinojosa
Honda
Hoyer
Huffman
Israel
Jackson Lee
Jeffries
Johnson (GA)
Johnson, E. B.
Kaptur
Keating
Kelly (IL)
Kennedy
Kildee
Kilmer
Kind
Kirkpatrick
Kuster
Langevin
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Lawrence
Lee
Levin
Lewis
Lieu, Ted
Lipinski
Loebsack
Lofgren
Lowenthal
Lowey
Lujan Grisham
(NM)
Lujan, Ben Ray
(NM)
Lynch
Maloney,
Carolyn
Maloney, Sean
Matsui
McCollum
McDermott
McGovern
McNerney
Meeks
Meng
Moore
Moulton
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Stewart
Stivers
Stutzman
Thompson (PA)
Thornberry
Tiberi
Tipton

Trott
Turner
Upton
Valadao
Wagner
Walberg
Walden
Walker
Walorski
Walters, Mimi
Weber (TX)
Webster (FL)
Wenstrup
Westerman
Westmoreland
Williams
Wilson (SC)
Wittman
Womack
Woodall
Yoder

Yoho

Young (AK)
Young (IA)
Young (IN)
Zeldin

Murphy (FL)
Nadler
Napolitano
Neal
Nolan
Norcross
Pallone
Pascrell
Payne
Pelosi
Perlmutter
Peters
Peterson
Pingree
Pocan
Polis
Price (NC)
Quigley
Rangel
Richmond
Roybal-Allard
Ruiz
Ruppersberger
Rush
Ryan (OH)
Séanchez, Linda
T.
Sanchez, Loretta
Sarbanes
Schakowsky
Schiff
Schrader
Scott (VA)
Scott, David
Serrano
Sewell (AL)
Sherman
Sires
Slaughter
Smith (WA)
Speier
Swalwell (CA)
Takano
Thompson (CA)
Titus
Tonko
Torres
Tsongas
Van Hollen
Vargas
Veasey
Vela
Velazquez
Visclosky
Walz
Wasserman
Schultz
Waters, Maxine
Watson Coleman
Welch
Wilson (FL)

May 26, 2016
NOT VOTING—20

Cardenas Garrett Simpson
Castro (TX) Hanna Takai
Cramer Herrera Beutler ~ Thompson (MS)
Duffy Jenkins (KS) Whitfield
Eshoo Lamborn Yarmuth
Fattah O’Rourke Zinke
Fincher Rice (NY)

0 1125

So the resolution was agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. ROs-
LEHTINEN). Pursuant to House Resolu-
tion 751, the House concurs in the Sen-
ate amendment to H.R. 2577, with an
amendment.

———

MOTION TO GO TO CONFERENCE
ON H.R. 2577, TRANSPORTATION,
HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOP-
MENT, AND RELATED AGENCIES
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2016

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Madam
Speaker, pursuant to House Resolution
751, I have a motion at the desk.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
Clerk will report the motion.

The Clerk read as follows:

Mr. Rogers of Kentucky moves that the
House insist on its amendment to the Senate
amendment to H.R. 2577 and request a con-
ference with the Senate thereon.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Kentucky is recognized
for 1 hour.

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Madam
Speaker, I rise today on the motion to
go to conference on the House amend-
ment to the Senate amendment to H.R.
2677, which was originally the fiscal
year 2016 Transportation-HUD Appro-
priations Act.

As amended, the legislation now con-
tains H.R. 4974, the House-passed Mili-
tary Construction and Veterans Affairs
Appropriations bill of 2017; H.R. 5243,
the Zika Response Appropriations Act;
and H.R. 897, the Zika Vector Control
Act.

Madam Speaker, this is a good pack-
age of bills that will ensure the care of
our veterans, provide needed resources
for our troops and their families, and
allow for responsible, ample funding
and authorities to fight the spread of
the Zika virus.

I urge my colleagues to support this
motion so that a conference committee
with the Senate can begin in short
order and so that Congress can come to
a final resolution on this critical legis-
lation.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the previous question is or-
dered on the motion.

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Kentucky (Mr.
ROGERS).

The motion was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

The
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APPOINTMENT OF CONFEREES ON
H.R. 2571, TRANSPORTATION,

HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOP-
MENT, AND RELATED AGENCIES
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2016

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the Chair appoints the fol-
lowing conferees on H.R. 2577:

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky, Ms.
GRANGER, Messrs. COLE, DENT, FORTEN-
BERRY, ROONEY of Florida, VALADAO,
Mrs. ROBY, Mrs. LOWEY, Ms. DELAURO,
Messrs. SERRANO, BISHOP of Georgia,
and Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ.

There was no objection.

——————

APPOINTMENT OF CONFEREES ON
S. 2012, ENERGY POLICY MOD-
ERNIZATION ACT OF 2016

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the Chair appoints the fol-
lowing conferees on S. 2012:

From the Committee on Energy and
Commerce, for the consideration of the
Senate bill and the House amendment,
and modifications committed to con-
ference: Messrs. UPTON, BARTON, WHIT-
FIELD, SHIMKUS, LATTA, Mrs. MCMORRIS
RODGERS, Messrs. OLSON, MCKINLEY,
POMPEO, GRIFFITH, JOHNSON of Ohio,
FLORES, MULLIN, PALLONE, RUSH, Mrs.
CAPPS, Mses. MATSUI, CASTOR of Flor-
ida, Messrs. SARBANES, WELCH, BEN
RAY LUJAN of New Mexico, TONKO, and
LOEBSACK.

From the Committee on Agriculture,
for consideration of sections 3017, 3305,
4501, 4502, 5002, part II of subtitle C of
title X, and section 10233 of the Senate
bill, and sections 1116 and 5013 of Divi-
sion A, Division B, and sections 1031,
1032, 1035-1037, subtitle K of title I, sec-
tion 2013, subtitles F, M, and Q of title
II, and title XXV of Division C of the
House amendment, and modifications
committed to conference: Messrs. CON-
AWAY, THOMPSON of Pennsylvania, and
PETERSON.

From the Committee on Natural Re-
sources, for consideration of sections
2308, 3001, part II of title II, 3017, 3104,
3109, 3201, 3301-3306, 3308-3312, 4006, 4401,
4403, 4405, 4407, 4410, 4412-4414, title V,
section 6001, subtitle A of title VI, sec-
tion 6202, title VIII, title IX, subtitles
A, B, and C of title X, parts I, II, III,
and IV of subtitle D of title X, and sec-
tions 10341 and 10345 of the Senate bill,
and sections 1115 and 1116 of Division A,
Division B, and Division C of the House
amendment, and modifications com-
mitted to conference: Messrs. BISHOP of
Utah, YouNG of Alaska, Mrs. LUMMIS,
Messrs. DENHAM, WESTERMAN, GRI-
JALVA, HUFFMAN, and Mrs. DINGELL.

From the Committee on Science,
Space, and Technology for consider-
ation of sections 1014, 1201, 1203, 1301-
1304, 1306-1308, 1310, 1311, 2002, 2301, 2401,
part III of subtitle A of title III, sec-
tions 3101, 3302, 3307, 3402, 3403, 3501,
3502, 4001, 4002, 4006, 4101, subtitle C of
title IV, sections 4402, 4404, 4406, 4720,
4721, 4727, 4728, and 4737 of the Senate
bill, and section 1109 of title VII of Di-
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vision A, and Division D of the House
amendment, and modifications com-
mitted to conference: Messrs. SMITH of
Texas, WEBER of Texas, and Ms. EDDIE
BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.

From the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure for consider-
ation of sections 1005, 1006, 1010, 1014,
1016-1019, 1022, 3001, 4724, title VII, and
section 10331 of the Senate bill and sec-
tions 2007, 3116, 3117, and 3141 of Divi-
sion A, and title IX of Division B, sub-
title D of title II of Division C of the
House amendment, and modifications
committed to conference: Messrs.
HARDY, ZELDIN, and DEFAZIO.

There was no objection.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
CoMSTOCK). Pursuant to clause 8 of rule
XX, the unfinished business is the
question on agreeing to the Speaker’s
approval of the Journal, which the
Chair will put de novo.

The question is on the Speaker’s ap-
proval of the Journal.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———

HOUR OF MEETING ON TOMORROW

Mr. WESTERMAN. Madam Speaker,
I ask unanimous consent that when the
House adjourns today, it adjourn to
meet at 10 a.m. tomorrow.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arkansas?

There was no objection.

———

CELEBRATING THE LEAGUE
AGAINST CANCER

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, today I rise to support La Liga
Contra El Cancer—the League Against
Cancer—and celebrate its 41st year of
service.

The League Against Cancer was
founded in Miami in 1975 and provides
free medical care for children and
adults who have no financial means to
combat their cancers. The league relies
on doctors who volunteer their time to
perform screenings and medical proce-
dures.

Since its founding, more than 60,000
people from 50 different countries have
been served by La Liga Contra El Can-
cer. The league’s annual tele-marathon
will take place this Saturday, June 4,
at the Miami-Dade County Fair-
grounds.

I encourage all south Floridians to
take note of the great work that the
League Against Cancer has accom-
plished for our community and con-
sider supporting their mission.

————
FOSTER YOUTH SHADOW DAY

(Mr. LANGEVIN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1

H3285

minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LANGEVIN. Madam Speaker,
this week I was thrilled to participate
in the fifth annual Foster Youth Shad-
ow Day.

It was truly an honor to host Randy
Colon, a young man from my home
State of Rhode Island, as my shadow.
He is a bright young man full of poten-
tial despite the many challenges he has
faced. Randy is now studying to be-
come a veterinarian while working full
time. Unfortunately, success stories
like his are all too rare, and we need to
make sure that every child has the op-
portunity to reach his or her full po-
tential.

This week I introduced the All Kids
Matter Act, which directs funds to help
children and families avoid the trauma
of foster care placements in the first
place and promotes family unity and
stability.

I would like to thank the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. BAss) for
organizing Foster Youth Shadow Day,
and I urge all of my colleagues to join
us in this endeavor next year.

———
MEMORIAL DAY

(Mr. ROTHFUS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ROTHFUS. Madam Speaker, as
we approach Memorial Day weekend,
we learn from the Book of Wisdom that
““the souls of the just are in the hand of
God, and no torment shall touch
them.”

They seemed, in the view of the fool-
ish, to be dead; and their passing away
was thought an affliction; and their
going forth from us, utter destruction.
But they are in peace.

“For if before men, indeed, they be
punished, yet is their hope full of im-
mortality; Chastised a little, they shall
be greatly blessed, because God tried
them and found them worthy of him-
self.

‘““As gold in the furnace, he proved
them, and as sacrificial offerings he
took them to himself. In the time of
their visitation they shall shine, and
shall dart about as sparks through
stubble;

They shall judge nations and rule
over peoples, and the Lord shall be
their King forever. Those who trust in
Him shall understand truth, and the
faithful shall abide with Him in love:
Because grace and mercy are with His
holy ones, and His care is with the
elect.”

As we gather with our families this
Memorial Day weekend, let us always
be mindful of those who gave their
lives for our country. May God bless
them and their families always.

———
LOOKING FORWARD TO ELECTION
SEASON
(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was

given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)
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Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker,
during this season when the American
people are selecting the next Com-
mander in Chief, I would like to offer
that this is a time to discuss the issues
of economic opportunity, a time for
discussion of furthering health care,
and working to create jobs for the
American people. This is not the time
for the presumptive nominee of the Re-
publican Party to call for debates that
are frivolous and for entertainment.

We in the United States Congress
have to do our jobs. We need to confirm
the next United States Supreme Court
Justice. The Senate needs to do its job
under the Constitution. We need to
pass $1.9 billion for the Zika virus be-
cause right now 200-plus pregnant
women are infected with the Zika virus
here in the United States of America,
and one child born with the impact of
brain damage, no brain, will cost us $10
million, $1 million a year.

It is time now that we respond in a
responsible manner, and those who are
seeking the Presidency of the United
States must stop the frivolousness and
the downgrading of the Constitution
and the denigrating of the people of the
United States of America.

I look forward to a vigorous debate,
and I look forward to an election in No-
vember befitting the American people.

———

IN MEMORY OF MS. JANE
MAHARAM

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker,
Jane Maharam was, above all, a sur-
vivor. She always rose above adversity.
She was a teacher, a music producer, a
textile owner, a mother, a grand-
mother. She was happily married to
her childhood sweetheart, but 31 years
after her marriage, her husband took
off in the darkness of the night with
the property.

After a 15-year court battle, her ex-
husband was ordered to return her as-
sets, but instead of following the court
order, he snuck off again, hiding in an-
other State. Jane was left with noth-
ing. She was forced to rely on public
assistance.

There are many spouses like Jane
who find themselves victims of this in-
justice. Jane’s Law provides Federal
enforcement to retrieve stolen marital
property that is illegally taken across
State lines. It targets stealing spouses
who have deliberately evaded payment.
Jane’s motto, though, was: Don’t give
up.
Her passion drove me and the gen-
tleman from Tennessee (Mr. COHEN)
along with a number of other House
Members to champion Jane’s Law.

Jane Maharam died recently on April
28, 2016, at the age of 85. She was a
strong-spirited woman but, Madam
Speaker, she died without justice. To
honor her memory, we must pass
Jane’s Law to rectify this injustice
that she had to live through.
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And that is just the way it is.

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER
AS COSPONSOR OF H. RES. 752

Ms. LEE. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to remove my
name as a cosponsor of H. Res. 752.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California?

There was no objection.

HIGHLIGHTING ASIAN PACIFIC
AMERICAN HERITAGE MONTH
AND THE HARMFUL IMPACT OF
POVERTY ON THE COMMUNITY

(Ms. LEE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. LEE. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to commemorate Asian Pacific
Islander Heritage Month, but also to
highlight the harmful impact of pov-
erty on the AAPI community all across
our Nation.

In my home district—the beautiful
East Bay—and across the Nation, the
achievements of Asian Pacific Ameri-
cans are front and center. By serving in
elected office, advocating for equality
and justice, and creating new busi-
nesses, they are an integral part of our
vibrant community.

But far too many Asian Pacific
Americans are just making ends meet.
It is a struggle, and the American
Dream seems far out of reach. The sad
reality is that in 2016, poverty rates for
Asian Americans is over 12 percent.
And this problem is getting worse.
Since the Great Recession, the AAPI
community has had one of the fastest
growing poverty rates in the Nation.

There are also enormous disparities
in healthcare access, treatment, and
outcomes for the AAPI community.
Too many Asian Pacific Americans
still lack the fundamental human right
that is health care.

As chair of the Democratic Whip
Task Force on Poverty, Income In-
equality, and Opportunity, I will con-
tinue to fight to help all hardworking
Americans—all hardworking Ameri-

cans—including the Asian Pacific
American community, achieve the
American Dream.
————
J 1145

ZIKA VECTOR ACT

(Mr. ALLEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ALLEN. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to commend my colleagues for
passing H.R. 897, the Zika Vector Act.

This legislation works to remove du-
plicative and costly permitting re-
quirements that create barriers to
fighting the Zika virus, barriers put in
place by one of America’s most polit-
ical agencies, the EPA. It is another
classic example of the Federal Govern-
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ment finding problems in every solu-
tion.

Now is not the time to nit-pick poli-
cies for politically charged reasons.
The Zika virus is a public health emer-
gency that deserves our immediate at-
tention.

This is close to home for me. My
youngest daughter is in her first tri-
mester with her third child. We need an
all-hands-on-deck approach to deal
with Zika. We cannot let it get caught
up in Washington politics.

With the summer months approach-
ing rapidly, we need to harness our re-
sources and wipe out this virus. I would
hope that we can all agree that the
Federal Government should not be
making it harder for people to Kkill
mosquitoes, which could be carrying
Zika, with pesticides.

I strongly support this legislation,
and I encourage the administration to
change their position on this legisla-
tion. The public’s health deserves it.

REMEMBERING THOSE WHO KEEP
US SAFE

(Mr. BENISHEK asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BENISHEK. Madam Speaker,
today I rise in celebration of our serv-
icemen and -women, past and present.

With Memorial Day right around the
corner, there is no better time to re-
member the people who have kept our
Nation safe.

Yesterday I was proud to welcome a
UP Honor Flight of veterans to the
World War II Memorial and thank
them for their service. I am always
deeply touched by the joy and humility
I see on their faces as they visit the
memorials erected in their honor.

Memorial Day is when we remember
the heroes America has lost defending
our freedoms and thank the families
that have borne the brunt of that pain-
ful loss.

One of the best ways we honor those
we have lost is to care for those that
came home. We have made progress at
the VA, but we can do better. Our vet-
erans deserve better. I am committed
to breaking down the barriers to high-
quality veterans’ health care.

To all our veterans and servicemem-
bers, on behalf of all the citizens of
Michigan’s First District, I say thank
you. We remain forever in your debt.

————

B’NAI ISRAEL 150TH ANNIVERSARY

(Mr. HILL asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HILL. Madam Speaker, I rise to
congratulate the Congregation B’nai
Israel on its 1560th anniversary in Little
Rock.

Established at the close of the Civil
War, B’nai Israel was founded by Jew-
ish immigrants in the United States.
Over the past decades, Jewish immi-
grants have enhanced our State and
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our Nation, including the first Jewish
Federal judge in the United States,
Judge Jacob Trieber.

B’nai Israel was a founding member
of the Union for Reform Judaism and is
the home for Reform Judaism in cen-
tral Arkansas. The congregation has a
strong link to the American civil
rights movement and has embraced di-
versity and inclusiveness in actions
and words.

In the heart of Little Rock, B’nai
Israel’s current temple building has
been a beacon for Jewish faith and em-
powerment in Arkansas for over 40
years.

I would like to extend my congratu-
lations to Congregation B’nai Israel
and wish it much continued success for
generations to come.

——

MENTAL HEALTH MONTH

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Madam Speaker, I rise in recognition
of National Mental Health Month,
which is being observed during the
month of May.

According to the National Alliance
on Mental Illness, or NAMI, approxi-
mately one in five adults in the United
States, or more than 43 million people,
experience mental illness in any given
year. Mental illness is responsible for
lost earnings of nearly $200 billion each
year.

In addition, mood disorders, includ-
ing major depression and bipolar dis-
order, are the third most common
cause of hospitalization in the United
States for both youth and adults be-
tween the age of 18 and 44 years old.

National Mental Health Month was
created to draw awareness to these
conditions and attention to the efforts
to help those who are suffering. As
someone with a background in the
mental health care industry, including
28 years as a therapist, a rehabilitation
services manager, and a licensed nurs-
ing home administrator, this is some-
thing that is very important to me.

I signed on as a cosponsor to the res-
olution declaring May as Mental
Health Month and remain committed
to helping improve, through legislation
here in Congress, the mental health of
people all across this Nation.

——
REMEMBERING BEN HATFIELD
(Mr. JENKINS of West Virginia

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. JENKINS of West Virginia.
Madam Speaker, I rise today with a
heavy heart and with profound sadness
to remember West Virginian Ben Hat-
field, who we tragically lost last Sun-
day.

Born and raised in Williamson, Ben
knew the value of hard work. He went
into the mines to help pay for college
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and then continued his work in mining
for the rest of his life. He was a mentor
to so many in the coal community who
remember him as a friend and as a
brother.

Ben cared deeply about giving back,
donating anonymously to many char-
ities and causes. He was also a man of
deep faith, attending River Ridge
Church and supporting the Ambassador
Christian Academy in Williamson.

Ben lived for his family. For more
than 12 years, he stood by his wife
Debbie as she battled cancer. You
might say he never left her side and
was with her to the very end, where she
lay waiting for him.

I send my prayers to his children, his
mother, his brothers and sisters, and
everyone who called him a friend. Ben
will be laid to rest this weekend. We
will miss him. May he rest in peace.

———

INDIANAPOLIS 500

(Mr. ROKITA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ROKITA. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to recognize a uniquely Hoosier
event that will be taking place this
weekend in honor of those who have
given the ultimate sacrifice.

Every Memorial Day weekend since
1911, with the exception of a few years
around World War II, hundreds of thou-
sands of race fans have come to Speed-
way, Indiana, and millions more have
tuned in on their TVs and radios to
partake in what has been called the
greatest spectacle in racing, the Indi-
anapolis 500.

This year marks the 100th running of
the 500-mile race and gives another
chance for Indiana to showcase our
Hoosier hospitality to the world and all
that our State has to offer.

Though it is true every weekend
when I head back to my beloved Indi-
ana, this weekend it will be especially
wonderful, Madam Speaker, to be back
home again in Indiana.

———

TAKE AN EXAMPLE FROM DISNEY

(Mr. FARENTHOLD asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. FARENTHOLD. Madam Speaker,
I rise today, disgusted that the Sec-
retary of the VA this week compared
veterans waiting in line for much-need-
ed health care to waiting in line at Dis-
ney. People don’t die waiting in line for
Space Mountain.

The Secretary said: We care about
the overall experience, like Disney
does, not the specifics. Well, guess
what. Disney cares about wait time. In
fact, there is an app for that. I can get
on my phone right now and tell you it
takes 90 minutes to get on Space
Mountain in Florida.

The VA needs to take an example
from Disney. They are legendary for
their customer service, cleanliness, ef-
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ficiency, and the fact that they never
say no to anyone.

Our VA right now is a national dis-
grace. Despite Congress passing numer-
ous reform laws giving the VA vir-
tually everything they ask for, includ-
ing billions of dollars in appropria-
tions, our veterans are still waiting for
the health care they earned.

Madam Speaker, it is absolutely im-
perative that the VA learn from Dis-
ney. We have to get the President and
the Secretary of the VA to deal with
this national disgrace. Americans, our
veterans especially, deserve better.

————
MEMORIAL DAY

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Madam Speaker, we
recognize Memorial Day, this last Mon-
day of May. We remember those who
have given their lives in service to our
Nation’s Armed Forces.

Recognition of this sacrifice began
following the bloodiest conflict in our
Nation’s history, the Civil War, and
today remains as significant as ever.

From the Revolutionary War to Op-
eration Enduring Freedom in Afghani-
stan, from Vietnam to today’s struggle
against the tyranny of ISIS, Americans
have dedicated their lives to protecting
freedom at home and abroad.

As we contemplate this weekend as a
holiday, we also need to remember
what this really looks like for those
that we are truly remembering.

This morning a group of us were able
to visit Arlington Cemetery and take
that in and remember that sacrifice as
we laid a wreath. It was a unique op-
portunity to visit with spouses of those
who have fallen and see what it really
feels like.

They were grateful not just for our
visit, but also that people across Amer-
ica take time to pause and remember
and be grateful for their service and
say thank you to those Gold Star fami-
lies whom we will never be able to
repay.

Madam Speaker, we ask for God’s
blessings on those families.

————

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, May 26, 2016.
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on
May 26, 2016 at 8:52 a.m.:

That the Senate agreed to S.J. Res. 28.

With best wishes, I am,

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS.
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RESIGNATION AS MEMBER OF
PERMANENT SELECT COM-
MITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

The Speaker laid before the House
the following resignation as a member
of the Permanent Select Committee on
Intelligence:

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, May 26, 2016.
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN,
Speaker of the House,

Washington, DC. .

DEAR SPEAKER RYAN: I, Luis V. Gutierrez,
am submitting my resignation from the Per-
manent Select Committee on Intelligence ef-
fective immediately.

It has been a privilege and honor to have
served the last three Congresses on this
Committee, whose work and service is abso-
lutely vital to the security of the United
States and whose oversight over the Depart-
ment of Defense and the intelligence commu-
nity safeguards the civil liberties and safety
of all Americans.

Stepping down from the Committee will
allow me to commit more time and energy to
other priority issues of my constituents, as
well as allow another one of our colleagues
the opportunity to serve on this important
Committee. Serving on the Intelligence
Committee has been one of my greatest hon-
ors while in Congress and I am deeply grate-
ful to have had the chance to serve in this
capacity.

Sincerely,
LUIS V. GUTIERREZ,
Member of Congress.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the resignation is accepted.

There was no objection.

———

RELIGIOUS LIBERTY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2015, the gentleman from OKla-
homa (Mr. RUSSELL) is recognized for
60 minutes as the designee of the ma-
jority leader.

Mr. RUSSELL. Madam Speaker,
since December 15, 1791, nearly 225
years, our Congress has operated under
the constitutional requirement to do
the following. Amendment 1 of the Bill
of Rights to the Constitution of the
United States of America:

‘‘Congress shall make no law respect-
ing an establishment of religion, or
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or
abridging the freedom of speech, or the
press; or the right of the people to
peaceably assemble, and to petition the
government for a regress of griev-
ances.”

I am saddened, Madam Speaker, that,
in our current day, the greatest assault
on the free exercise of religion is being
perpetuated, seemingly, by those most
responsible to protect it: those who are
sworn to uphold the law.

Worse still, we see our Armed Forces,
whose singular purpose is to support
and defend the Constitution, now per-
petually being used as the vehicle to
subvert the very document that they

risked their lives to defend.
In a recent example, we have seen ex-

ecutive guidance with regard to reli-
gious corporations, religious associa-
tions, religious educational institu-
tions, and religious societies placed in
jeopardy.
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More than 2,000 Federal Government
contracts a year are awarded to reli-
gious organizations and contractors
that provide essential services in many
vital programs. Now many of these
services are being impacted due to con-
flicting, ambiguous executive guid-
ance.

Here are some examples:

Chaplain services. Multiple organiza-
tions provide chaplains and related
services to the military and other gov-
ernment agencies.

O 1200

Chaplains have faced significant reli-
gious liberty challenges in pursuing
contracts with religious education di-
rectories, youth ministers, musicians,
and other religious service providers
who adhere to the teachings of their
particular faith. Without protecting
free exercise of religion, chaplains have
been forced to hire people that work di-
rectly against their teachings, tenets,
and faith. This is a clear violation of
the First Amendment.

Here is another example: refugee
service providers. The vast majority of
refugee and suffering vulnerable popu-
lation relief is done by religious service
organizations. I have worked with
many on battlefields in my time as a
career soldier.

Because of bad agency guidance, now
these organizations are facing mount-
ing liability related to their perform-
ance under grants, contracts, and coop-
erative agreements. Sadly, when these
organizations cannot partner with the
government, the relief of human suf-
fering just goes away, seldom being re-
placed.

The groups under assault are often
the best—if not the only—organiza-
tions able to offer the assistance they
perform, doing invaluable work to re-
lieve the suffering, aid the returning
combat warrior, assist in the rehabili-
tation of substance abuse for those not
adjusting well, and many other such
services that have been going on for

many decades.
To curtail the blatant discrimination

against these groups, I offered a simple
amendment to protect them under ex-
isting law which passed in the National
Defense Authorization, and that exist-
ing law upheld is the 1964 Civil Rights
Act and the 1990 Americans with Dis-
abilities Act.

You would have thought I had killed
someone’s mother. Instead of uphold-
ing the Free Exercise Clause of the
First Amendment, we have now seen
this body continue its assault on faith
in America. It is not enough to level
accusations of injustice by some. They
will not be satisfied until their assaults
of intolerance on people of faith in this
country has produced an elimination of
God in public life in America.

We are accused of hatred, called out
as shameful on this floor, and enjoined
to use the whole Constitution to sup-
port an opposing view that embodies
behavior, mores, and outcomes that
not only violate our conscience, but
have been prohibited under the laws of
nature and nature’s God.
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In the last 50 years, we have seen the
Constitution used by these ideologues
to kill American children in the womb,
eliminate family structure, elevate be-
havior over belief, redefine marriage,
and assault into silence and inaction
any who may oppose them. Not satis-
fied, we see them without rest on their
quest to eliminate free exercise of faith
in the United States.

Do we really want a Nation without
God?

They would call it progress, yet our
conscience knows differently. The
Apostle Paul explains why when he
said this:

For the wrath of God is revealed from
Heaven against all ungodliness and unright-
eousness of men who suppress the truth in
unrighteousness, because what may be
known of God is manifest in them, for God
has shown it to them. For since the creation
of the world, His invisible attributes are
clearly seen, being understood by the things
that are made, even His eternal power and
Godhead, so that they are without excuse,
because, although they knew God, they did
not glorify Him as God, nor were thankful,
but became futile in their thoughts, and
their foolish hearts were darkened. Pro-
fessing to be wise, they became fools.

Therefore, God also gave them up to un-
cleanness, in the lusts of their hearts, to dis-
honor their bodies among themselves, who
exchanged the truth of God for the lie, and
worshiped and served the creature, rather
than the Creator.

The Creator, our Nation has always
been anchored in the Creator, from its
inception throughout our history. God
has been the foundation of our Repub-
lic as seen in the sweeping lines of the
Declaration of Independence, when it
drove our Founders to proclaim ‘‘the
separate and equal Station to which
the Laws of Nature and Nature’s God
entitle them, a decent Respect to the
Opinions of Mankind requires that they
should declare the causes which impel
them to the Separation.

“We hold these Truths to be self-evi-
dent, that all Men are created equal,
that they are endowed by their Creator
with certain unalienable Rights, that
among these are Life, Liberty, and the
Pursuit of Happiness.”

That life, liberty, and pursuit of hap-
piness could not be realized without
God in our Republic. George Wash-
ington spoke for all Americans in his
first inaugural address, that ‘“No peo-
ple can be bound to acknowledge and
adore the Invisible Hand which con-
ducts the affairs of men more than . . .
the United States.”

Our Nation’s survival and prosperity
in the future were understood to be de-
pendent upon faith. When Washington
left office in the most remarkable,
peaceful transfer of power the world
had seen, he warned of a future that
somehow supposed that we could have
order and prosperity without faith. In
his last address to the Nation, he de-
clared:

Of all the dispositions and habits which
lead to the political prosperity, religion and
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morality are indispensable supports. In vain
would that men claim the tribute of patriot-
ism, who would subvert the great pillars of
human happiness, these firmest props of the
duties of men and citizens. The mere politi-
cian, equally with the pious man, ought to
respect and cherish them. And let us with
caution indulge in the supposition that mo-
rality can be maintained without religion.

None of the Founders of this country
believed that a governmental connec-
tion to religion was an evil in itself.
They opposed the establishment of a
national religion because it could pro-
hibit the free exercise of faith but that
faith would and should be freely exer-
cised. This same foundational belief ex-
tended to a prohibition of a national
press so that it could express freely, so
people could speak and assemble freely,
and that their grievance would not
only become known, but redressed.
This was embodied in the First Amend-
ment of the Bill of Rights.

The Framers of our Constitution un-
derstood that restriction on religious
conduct should not be from application
of general laws but, rather, should be
applied to those laws that target reli-
gion. Laws that ‘‘substantially burden”’
religion, even if they are generally ap-
plicable, must be justified as the ‘‘least
restrictive means’” of achieving a
‘“‘compelling interest.”

The same day the Bill of Rights was
introduced, July 13, 1787, this Congress
also introduced the Northwest Ordi-
nance that laid guidelines and instruc-
tion on new territory acquired for a fu-
ture United States.

Article 3 of that Ordinance stated:
“Religion, and morality, and knowl-
edge, being necessary to good govern-
ment and the happiness of mankind,
schools and the means of education
shall be forever encouraged.”’

“Forever be encouraged.” Some in
this body today, Madam Speaker,
would believe forever stops in 2016 and
should have stopped much sooner. They
claim that Congress grants these
unalienable rights and uses the powers
of the government, without the con-
sent of the governed, to regulate and
diminish faith and eliminate it from
public life.

In 1798, in response to the claim that
Congress could regulate First Amend-
ment freedoms without abridging
them, James Madison condemned it
saying: the liberty of conscience and
the freedom the press were completely
exempted from all congressional au-
thority whatever.

Every constitution of our Thirteen
Original States, and all thereafter fol-
lowing their example, understood this
and embodied such language in their
State constitutions, which survive
today.

New York, article I, section 3: ‘““The
free exercise and enjoyment of reli-
gious profession and worship, without
discrimination or preference, shall for-
ever be allowed in this State to all hu-
mankind.”

New Hampshire, article 5: ‘“‘Every in-
dividual has a natural and unalienable
right to worship God according to the
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dictates of his own conscience, and rea-
son; and no subject shall be hurt, mo-
lested, or restrained, in his person, lib-
erty, or estate, for worshipping God in
the manner and season most agreeable
to the dictates of his own conscience;
or for his religious profession, senti-
ments, or persuasion.”

Vermont, article 3: ““That all persons
have a natural and unalienable right,
to worship Almighty God, according to
the dictates of their own consciences
and understandings, as in their opinion
shall be regulated by the word of God;
and that no person ought to, or of right
can be compelled to attend any reli-
gious worship, or erect or support any
place of worship, or maintain any min-
ister, contrary to the dictates of con-
science, nor can any person be justly
deprived or abridged of any civil right
as a citizen, on account of religious
sentiments, or peculiar mode of reli-
gious worship; and that no authority
can, or ought to be vested in, or as-
sumed by, any power whatever, that
shall in any case interfere with, or in
any manner control the rights of con-
science, in the free exercise of religious
worship.”

Massachusetts, part 1, articles IT and
III: ““It is the right as well as the duty
of all men in society, publicly, and at
stated seasons to worship the Supreme
Being, the great Creator and Preserver
of the universe. And no subject shall be
hurt, molested, or restrained, in his
person, liberty, or estate, for worship-
ping God in the manner and season
most agreeable to the dictates of his
own conscience; or for his religious
profession or sentiments ... As the
happiness of a people, and the good
order and preservation of civil govern-
ment, essentially depend upon piety,
religion and morality; and as these
cannot be generally diffused through a
community, but by the institution of
the public worship of God, and of public
instructions in piety, religion and mo-
rality.”

Connecticut, article I, section 3:
“The exercise and enjoyment of reli-
gious profession and worship, without
discrimination, shall be free to all per-
sons in the state.”

Rhode Island, article I, section 3:
“Whereas Almighty God hath created
the mind free; and all attempts to in-
fluence it by temporal punishments or
burdens, or by civil incapacitations,
tend to beget habits of hypocrisy and
meanness; and whereas a principal ob-
ject to our venerable ancestors, in
their migration to this country and
their settlement of this state, was, as
they expressed it, to hold forth a lively
experiment that a flourishing civil
state may stand and be maintained
with  full liberty and religious
concernments; we, therefore, declare
that no person shall be compelled to
frequent or to support any religious
worship, place, or ministry whatever,
except in fulfillment of such person’s
voluntary contract; nor enforced, re-
strained, molested, or burdened in any
body or goods; nor disqualified from
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holding office; nor otherwise suffer on
account of such person’s religious be-
lief; and that every person shall be free
to worship God according to the dic-
tates of such person’s conscience, and
to profess and by argument to main-
tain such person’s opinion in matters
of religion; and that the same shall in
no wise diminish, enlarge, or affect the
civil capacity of any person.”

Pennsylvania, article 1, sections 3
and 4:

““All men have a natural and indefea-
sible right to worship Almighty God
according to the dictates of their own
consciences; no man can of right be
compelled to attend, erect or support
any place of worship or to maintain
any ministry against his consent; no
human authority can, in any case
whatever, control or interfere with the
rights of conscience, and no preference
shall ever be given by any law to any
religious establishments or modes of
worship . . . No person who acknowl-
edges the being of a God and a future
state of rewards and punishments
shall, on account of his religious senti-
ments, be disqualified to hold any of-
fice or place of trust or profit under
this Commonwealth.”
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New Jersey: Article 1, sections 3-5:
““No person shall be deprived of the in-
estimable privilege of worshipping Al-
mighty God in a manner agreeable to
the dictates of his own conscience; nor
under any pretense whatever be com-
pelled to attend any place of worship
contrary to his faith and judgement;
nor shall any person be obliged to pay
tithes, taxes, or other rates for build-
ing or repairing any church or church-
es, place or places of worship, or for the
maintenance of any minister or min-
istry, contrary to what he believes to
be right or has deliberately and volun-
tarily engaged to perform.

“There shall be no establishment of
one religious sect in preference to an-
other; no religious or racial test shall
be required as a qualification for any
office or public trust.

‘“No person shall be denied the enjoy-
ment of any civil or military right, nor
be discriminated against in the exer-
cise of any civil or military right, nor
be segregated in the militia or in the
public schools, because of religious
principles . . .”

North Carolina: Article 1, section 13:
““All persons have a natural and in-
alienable right to worship Almighty
God according to the dictates of their
own consciences, and no human au-
thority shall, in any case whatever,
control or interfere with the rights of
conscience.”

Maryland: Article 36: ‘“That as it is
the duty of every man to worship God
in such manner as he thinks most ac-
ceptable to Him, all persons are equal-
ly entitled to protection in their reli-
gious liberty; wherefore, no person
ought by any law to be molested in his
person or estate, on account of his reli-
gious persuasion, or profession, or for
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his religious practice . . . nor shall any
person, otherwise competent, be
deemed incompetent as a witness, or
juror, on account of his religious belief;
provided, he believes in the existence
of God, and that under His dispensation
such person will be held morally ac-
countable for his acts, and be rewarded
or punished therefor either in this
world or in the world to come.”

Virginia: Article 1, sections 11 and 16:
“That religion or the duty which we
owe to our Creator, and the manner of
discharging it, can be directed only by
reason and conviction, not by force or
violence; and, therefore, all men are
equally entitled to the free exercise of
religion, according to the dictates of
conscience; and that it is the mutual
duty of all to practice Christian for-
bearance, love, and charity towards
each other . . . all men shall be free to
profess and by argument to maintain
their opinions in matters of religion,
and the same shall in nowise diminish,
enlarge, or affect their civil capacities

. . it shall be left free to every person
to select his religious instructor, and
to make his support such private con-
tract as he shall please.”

South Carolina: Article 1, section 2:
“The general assembly shall make no
law respecting an establishment of re-
ligion or prohibiting the free exercise
thereof . . .”

Last among them, the State of Geor-
gia: Article 1, section 1, paragraph 4:
““No inhabitant of this state shall be
molested in person or property or be
prohibited from holding any public of-
fice or trust on account of religious
opinions.”

These constitutions are still in effect
in each of these States today. All speak
of the exceptions on maintaining the
peace and safety of each State.

Forever—forever—be encouraged.
That is the way it was phrased. Is that
where we stand today? Shall religious
freedom, the hallmark of Columbia’s
shores, continue to be forever encour-
aged or do we who are so humbly hon-
ored to serve in these Chambers now
just step aside and see the indispen-
sable supports of religion and morality
knocked from under our foundation?

Madam Speaker, I cannot be silent.
Since I was 18 years of age, I have
pledged to support and defend the Con-
stitution of this great Republic. I have
been moved by conscience and dictates
to speak out against the coercion of
people of faith who are being discrimi-
nated against because they merely hold
to the laws of nature and nature’s God.

Our institutions, once based on the
Creator of life, have now appointed
themselves to usurp the authority of
God, who is the author of life, mar-
riage, and family. The most elemental
sovereign unit, our families, has been
destroyed by our foolish decisions.

We are told instead by those of us
sworn to uphold the law that murder is
not murder, marriage is not marriage,
and family is not family. We have al-
lowed constitutional constructs to kill
a child and call it a choice.
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We have seen discreet behaviors and
private sexual preferences promoted to
public display while what is constitu-
tionally guaranteed to be able to ex-
press—religion—is now being publicly
prohibited. This Nation, at its highest
level, has taken a position against God.

Is it possible, if that be the case, that
we can form a more perfect union? Can
we establish justice absent the giver of
law? Can domestic tranquility be en-
sured that when we abandon His pre-
cepts? Can we provide for a common
defense absent a mighty fortress and
an unfailing bulwark?

How do we promote the general wel-
fare when every American is
unanchored, adrift to do what seems
right in his own eyes? Do we suppose
that we can secure the blessings of lib-
erty without Him? Can those of our
posterity expect to obtain His blessing
without acknowledging His existence?

So, Madam Speaker, like our fore-
bears, I cannot be silent. My faith di-
rects that I act with love and civility
in a gentlemanly manner. As a warrior
on battlefields, I have seen the worst
that human beings have to offer.

But my optimism is secured by eter-
nal hope and everlasting truth. My
conscience speaks to God’s eternal
Being. So I am without excuse. His love
and mercy cannot be separated from
those that answer His call.

I take solace in the words of Christ
when He encourages: ‘‘Blessed are you
when they revile and persecute you,
and say all Kinds of evil against you
falsely for My sake. Rejoice and be ex-
ceedingly glad, for great is your reward
in Heaven, for so they persecuted the
prophets who were before you.”’

Like the Founders of our Nation and
Framers of our great Constitution, I
speak with many as a Representative
in this august body ‘“‘with a firm reli-
ance on the protections of Divine Prov-
idence, we mutually pledge to each
other our Lives, our Fortunes, and our
sacred Honor.”

So, Madam Speaker, I will stand with
Joshua when he said: ‘““And if it seems
evil to you to serve the Lord, choose
for yourselves this day whom you will
serve . . . But as for me and my house,
we will serve the Lord.”

I stand with the Apostle Paul when
he said: ‘““Putting away falsehood, let
each one of you speak truth with his
neighbor, for we are members of one
another. For we do not wrestle against
flesh and blood, but against principal-
ities, against powers, against the rulers
of the darkness of this age, against
spiritual hosts of wickedness in the
heavenly places. Therefore take up the
whole armor of God, that you may be
able to withstand in the evil day, and
having done all, to stand.”

So I ask America: Who will stand
with me?

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

———

ISSUES OF THE DAY

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
MOONEY of West Virginia). Under the
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Speaker’s announced policy of January
6, 2015, the Chair recognizes the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. GOHMERT) for
30 minutes.

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, it is in-
spiring to hear my friend, Mr. RUSSELL,
speak such inspiring words. It is inter-
esting that the book from which he
kept quoting is the best-seller book of
all time and also happens to be the
most quoted book in U.S. history here
in both the House and the Senate.

There was a time when most legisla-
tors felt it was helpful in getting legis-
lation passed if they had a verse of
Scripture from the Bible that sup-
ported their position.

Then we arrive at the point today
where, if someone in Congress makes
the statement in quoting Jesus Himself
when He discussed marriage and di-
vorce and was asked about it, that He,
God, made male and female. Haven’t
you read? Don’t you understand He cre-
ated male and female?

So you would have to believe, if you
supported the agenda that was exhib-
ited today, that Jesus didn’t know
what He was talking about because
God not only created male and female,
He created a lot of question marks,
like the cartoon that somebody did of a
doctor holding a newborn and the
mother asks, ‘“What did I have?” and
the doctor says, ‘“The baby hasn’t de-
cided yet.”

We have come so far. We thought we
had advanced so far. Yet, as Solomon
said: ‘“There is nothing new under the
sun.”” I know Justice Ginsburg was
talking about same-sex marriage when
she said: Well, we just know so much
more now than we used to know.

In some ways—but in the nature of
human nature, things haven’t changed.
Things from 3,000 years ago, just as
Abraham Lincoln said in quoting
Scripture in his second inaugural, are
just as true today as they were 3,000
years ago or 2,000 years ago. It is why
Lincoln quoted them.

But when we get to the place as a Na-
tion that truth is not important, every-
thing is relative, and there is no abso-
lute, unqualified, black-and-white jus-
tice or injustice, then our prisons fill
up.

You have more people committing
suicide than ever. You have more peo-
ple using drugs and trying to escape by
using drugs. You have all kinds of
problems in schools and in society.
Things are turned upside down because
a society loses its way, says there is no
absolutes and everything is relative.

But as C.S. Lewis pointed out, what
led him from being an atheist to be-
lieving in God was in poking fun at
Christians and saying: Why don’t you
just admit it. Wouldn’t it just be easier
to admit that there cannot be a just
God when there is so much injustice in
the world?

After doing that for years, this bril-
liant man finally realized: If there were
no just God, if there were no absolute-
in-the-universe standard of justice and
injustice, right and wrong, if that
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standard did not exist, then I would
have no way of knowing whatsoever
that injustice even existed.

As he illustrated, if a man is blind
from birth, then he would not ever
know what light was like. If there were
no absolute standard of justice in the
universe, we could never know when
there was injustice. We just wouldn’t
know the difference.
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But there is that standard. And as he
points out, although some have a more
heightened understanding of justice
and injustice, of fairness and unfair-
ness, and some of those standards dif-
fer, it doesn’t mean the standards don’t
exist any more than the fact that some
people can hit a musical note more
closely than others. And just because
somebody doesn’t hit it exactly the
same does not mean the music does not
exist.

So we arrive at all these massive
problems, and we are told the cure for
the problems of society is if we start
letting more people out of prison much
sooner. And then people misrepresent
and mischaracterize the reason why
people are in prison in order to justify
having a massive prison break that is
authorized by the President of the
United States. He is already author-
izing prison breaks from Guantanamo
Bay and is continuing to do that.

There is an article from the National
Review by Sean Kennedy this week.
The subtitle is, ““The Truth About the
Sentencing Reform Act is Scary, and
Not a Reason to Support It.”” The title
is, ““Our Prisons Are Crowded Because
We Have a Lot of Criminals.”” The arti-
cle points out, ‘“‘mandatory minimums
are for real bad guys.”

In Texas, as in many States, we have
what we call ranges of punishment. If
you do something wrong—you commit
a felony, for example—then, depending
on how serious that has been judged to
be—it could be a State jail felony, a
third-degree felony, a second-degree
felony, or a first-degree felony, being
the most serious. Well, actually, a cap-
ital felony would be the most serious,
where the death penalty is authorized
under certain, very strict conditions.
But for noncapital, there is a range of
punishment.

For example, a third-degree, min-
imum of 2 years, maximum of 10 years;
second-degree, minimum of 2 years,
maximum of 20 years; first-degree,
minimum of 5 years, maximum of life
or 99 years.

Some say we should not have those
minimums, and certainly not a manda-
tory minimum that says you can’t go
below this point. For some of us, you
are saying we have got to get rid of the
bottom of the range.

But as we saw, and with the cir-
cumstances that motivated the origi-
nal sentencing guidelines in Federal
court 30 years or so ago, we had Fed-
eral judges appointed for life, com-
pletely unaccountable, that would face
some heinous, despicable act, and then
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give a very light slap on the wrist. So
Congress came back and said, look, we
are going to have to have some sen-
tencing guidelines and keep judges
within these guidelines. There was
nothing wrong with that, as long as
you give a judge at least some ability
to discriminate between more serious
and less serious, some ability to use ju-
dicial decisionmaking.

Over time, we have seen the serious
crime rates go down. Murders, assaults,
rapes, a lot of those numbers have gone
down for some time. They were a result
not of society becoming more lawful
and concerned, but actually just en-
forcing the law more strictly. Society
has taken a turn for the worse as we
have continued to say through the
media, through entertainment, and
through Congress everything is rel-
ative, there are no absolutes.

Well, the Founders knew there were
some absolutes. They knew the only
way we could ever be considered to
have rights that government could not
take is to make clear that our rights
do not come from the government. The
government is the protector of the
rights that came from our Creator.
Once people decide your rights are
given by the government, then obvi-
ously the government can take them
away. But if those rights come from
our Creator, as our Founders made
very clear in the Declaration of Inde-
pendence, then the government is sup-
posed to protect them and not let any-
one take them away.

That is why it was a bit heart-
breaking to hear the President say—I
believe he was in Hawaii, but saying
this week—oh, no. He was in a foreign
country at the time. But he was ex-
plaining that, in the United States, we
have these founding documents, and
they indicate that we are endowed with
certain unalienable rights. He went
ahead and rewrote—actually, omitted—
the most important words of that line
in the Declaration, not where it just
said we are endowed with certain
unalienable rights, but we are endowed
by our Creator. He just failed to men-
tion ‘“‘endowed by our Creator.” Maybe
it bothers him to say that, I don’t
know, but he left it out. And there is
the problem: when people who are in
leadership of the government of the
United States think that they are the
source of their rights.

The oral argument in the Little Sis-
ters of the Poor case should have got-
ten more notoriety than they got be-
cause some of the positions taken by
President Obama’s attorneys were ab-
solutely outrageous. The indications
basically were that the government
can tell, potentially even a church,
which religious beliefs you can practice
and which you are not allowed to prac-
tice. The government has that right,
which would mean those rights didn’t
come from our Creator; they came
from the government. So the govern-
ment giveth and the government will
take away, which makes it very con-
sistent with what the President just
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said in the last few days in eliminating
that our rights were endowed by our
Creator.

There was no accident in the first
part of the Bill of Rights, the First
Amendment, having to do with reli-
gious liberty: ‘‘Congress shall make no
law respecting an establishment of re-
ligion, or prohibiting the free exercise
thereof.”” They knew if that freedom is
abridged in any way, the rest of them
will not matter.

Once the government, for example,
recognizes secular humanism as the of-
ficial religion of the United States,
then it can dictate to people of all
faiths exactly what they can believe
and disbelieve. That is exactly what
has happened.

There is a prior Supreme Court case
that, in the footnotes, lists the dif-
ferent religions in the United States.
Secular humanism was one of them.
Secular humanism does not recognize a
creator.

There has been so much misinforma-
tion and miseducation of our young
people. People were told that Ben
Franklin didn’t believe in God. You
have to be totally fraudulent in your
representation of Benjamin Franklin
to tell any student that, when he said
in his own words—which were later il-
lustrated in his own handwriting ex-
actly what he said when he spoke in
1787, the end of June, to the Constitu-
tional Convention imploring them that
they needed to be praying—when he
told them:

We have been going nearly 5 weeks with
more noes than ayes on virtually every vote.
How has it happened, sir, that we have not
once thought of humbly applying to the Fa-
ther of Lights to illuminate our under-
standings? In the beginning of the contest
with Great Britain, when we were sensible of
danger, we had daily prayer in this room for
the Divine Protection. Our prayers, sir, were
heard, and they were graciously answered.

He went on and eventually said:
I have lived, sir, a long time.

He was 80 years old. He had gout. He
had arthritis very bad. He was over-
weight. He had trouble getting up and
down.

He said:

And the longer I live, the more convincing
proofs I see of this truth: that God governs in
the affairs of men. And if a sparrow cannot
fall to the ground without his notice, is it
probable that an empire can rise without his
aid? We have been assured, Sir, in the sacred
writings that ‘‘except the Lord build, they
labor in vain that build it.”

That is the basis on which this Na-
tion was built. We were endowed by our
Creator with certain unalienable
rights.

Ben Franklin knew what the Dec-
laration of Independence said. It was
Adams who told Jefferson, basically:
You do the first draft. In essence: You
are the best writer we have. It was
Adams that Jefferson showed the first
draft to, and then they both showed it
to Franklin. Apparently, Franklin
made some little interlineations. It
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was brought up for debate, and some
things were knocked out.

He knew exactly what was important
in that Declaration that would stand as
the building foundation for this Nation
for our rights. When that foundation is
cracked, when parts of it are elimi-
nated, the building on which it stands
would no longer stand. That is the kind
of erosion that has occurred.

When the Federal Government of the
United States can tell the Little Sis-
ters of the Poor—these incredibly eth-
ical, loving, caring, giving women, who
devoted their lives to helping others,
far more than anybody in this city in
government—and people in this city
would tell them, no, you cannot prac-
tice your religious beliefs because we
are secular humanists, and we will tell
you you cannot believe and practice
what the Bible tells you.

Of course, Moses said it came from
God. That is why he is right up there as
the only full-face image in this whole
room of lawgivers, considered the
greatest lawgivers of all time. Moses is
the only full-face, because he was con-
sidered for most of our history to be
the greatest lawgiver of all time.

This is the guy that says it is coming
from God, but a man shall leave his
mother and father, a woman shall leave
her home, and the two will become one
flesh. And when Jesus was asked about
it, he said: Haven’t you read? Don’t you
understand? God made them male and
female.

He didn’t mention question marks.

These are people we need to love and
encourage. The diagnostic statistical
manuals for most of existence have
pointed out that these are mental dis-
orders. These are people that we are to
love, encourage, and help every way we
can. For among educated, compas-
sionate people, for our civilized his-
tory, a man that didn’t know which he
was was pitied, loved, and encouraged.
But educated people said that is basi-
cally where the word ’perverse’ is most
widely used.

Now we have a government that says
forget what the Bible says, forget what
Moses said, forget what Jesus said
when he quoted Moses verbatim and
then added, ‘“What therefore God has
joined together, let not man separate.”

Even if you don’t believe Jesus was
part of the Holy Trinity, as our Found-
ers did, do you really want to leave
this life and potentially, whether you
believe in a judge, a maker, or not, say,
““Oh, I didn’t think you were serious
when you said those things about mar-
riage’’?
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I didn’t think you were serious. You
just weren’t smart enough to know
that he didn’t just create male and fe-
male. I really wonder how many people
in this body who had the ultimate
power to decide whether humanity
would go forward or not, whether there
was an asteroid coming or something
that would end humanity on Earth as
dinosaurs were ended at one time—

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

okay. We have a spaceship that can—as
Matt Damon did in the movie—plant a
colony somewhere. We can have hu-
mans survive this terrible disaster
about to befall.

If you could decide what 40 people
you would put on the spacecraft who
would save humanity, how many of
those would be same-sex couples?

You are wanting to save humankind
for posterity—basically, a modern-day
Noah. You have that ability to be a
modern-day Noah. You can preserve
life.

How many same-sex couples would
you take from the animal kingdom and
from humans to put on the spacecraft
to perpetuate humanity and the wild-
life kingdom?

That is why it has been called part of
the natural law, natural law given by
the Creator; but when we continue to
abolish the first words of the Bill of
Rights—the First Amendment—and we
continue to prohibit the free exercise
of religion, we don’t have much longer
to go.

Jonathan Cahn has a great book—in-
teresting. The dialogue could be a lit-
tle stronger, but ‘“The Harbinger,”” and
the more recent one, ‘“‘The Mystery of
the Shemitah Unlocked,” really are
thought-provoking even if you are a
secular humanist. He makes the com-
parison that the United States, just as
the Founders said, was founded by the
grace of God and as an instrument to
bless the world.

Even for those who have not recog-
nized the exceptional nature of the
United States, it is still a fact that you
can’t find nations throughout history
that have done what this one has,
where we have sent our best and
brightest and our most valuable com-
modity—American blood, sweat, toil—
and fought for the freedom of others.
We have fought to protect others, not
just ourselves. You don’t find nations
through history that did that. This Na-
tion had because they believed there
was a higher power. They believe our
rights come from our Creator, and we
have an obligation to that same Cre-
ator.

This Nation has spread goodness
around the world despite those who
would say otherwise. It has happened.
We have been the most generous, chari-
table, helping, loving nation in the his-
tory of the world. We have more oppor-
tunities and more assets per individual
than even Solomon’s Israel. We have
been blessed beyond measure.

Jonathan Cahn makes the compari-
son to the ninth chapter of Isaiah,
where at that point, long after Saul
and long after David and Solomon, we
come to 732 B.C. By that time, Israel is
divided into two parts—the northern
kingdom of Israel and the southern
kingdom of Judah. The southern king-
dom of Judah is where Jerusalem was.
Jonathan Cahn draws the parallel,
which is actually scary when you start
looking at the things that actually are
parallel to that time.

God is telling Isaiah: Look, the peo-
ple whom I have blessed—I have pro-
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vided more than anyone else—have
turned away from me; so I allowed the
Assyrians to come in and attack and
harm them. I pulled back the hand of
protection.

Back in those days, the Assyrians
were known as the true fathers of ter-
rorism. They came in and attacked and
did the strange thing of going back to
Assyria.

God is telling Isaiah: I have given
them a warning to turn back to me.

I know that for 90 days, churches all
over America were packed after 9/11.
Basically, we saw people say: Never
mind, God. We don’t have to worry
anymore. We have got this.

God said: They didn’t turn back to
me. I am going to let them go.

Ten years later, he allowed the As-
syrians to come in and wipe them out.
The southern kingdom, where Jeru-
salem was, continued to turn away
from him. Then, over 100 years later,
he allowed them to be attacked as a
warning. They didn’t heed the warning.
Now, they got about 19 years before
God withdrew his hand of protection
and allowed the children of Israel to be
taken into exile, and the nation of
Israel ceased to exist. The northern
kingdom and the southern kingdom of
Judah ceased to exist because they
wouldn’t turn back.

If Jonathan Cahn is accurate in that
comparison—well, we are beyond 10
years since that warning. Maybe people
believe there is a God and believe as
our Founders did and as Ben Franklin
said in his talking about the Bible, in
quoting it, and as Jefferson did in the
quote that is still engraved in his me-
morial: that he trembles for our coun-
try when he realizes God is just, but he
is not going to remain silent forever—
well, the southern kingdom got 19
years after their warning, and then God
let them go.

Tough times are upon us. We have a
President who has now got an agenda
to release more murderers, killers, hat-
ers of America to go forth and continue
to kill and murder and hate Americans.
I mean, I know some people are saying:
But it has been 15 years; they have got
to be released.

No. The way it has always worked
among civilized nations when it has
come to prisoners of war is, when
someone declared war on a nation or on
a people, and when some of those war-
riors were captured, they were held in
a civil manner; they were held until
those at war said: We are no longer at
war.

Then the prisoners were released un-
less they had committed war crimes for
which they could be tried. At any time
in the last 15 years, all of them could
have been released—unless war crimes
had been committed—if their friends,
their allies, had said: Okay. We are the
Muslim Brotherhood, we are radical
Islam, and we are no longer at war with
the Great Satan, the United States. We
want peace. We won’t be terrorizing
and attacking you and trying to de-
stroy your way of life anymore. We are
done.
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That is when they cease the violence
against the United States. We can re-
lease the prisoners unless war crimes
have been committed. Then at that
point, as in Nuremberg, you try them
for their war crimes. This President is
jumping the gun. They are still at war.

Muslim leaders in the Middle East
and Africa have asked me: Why is it
you don’t understand that radical
Islamists, the Muslim Brotherhood,
have been at war with you since 1979,
and you are helping them? Iran is the
greatest supporter of terrorism. You
are helping them more than you are
willing to help us. What is wrong with
you?

The answer is: We have turned away
from the Creator, the source of our
rights and our blessings.

I believe God exists. For those who
think that maybe he does, maybe they
are agnostic.

If God exists, the question is: Does he
love us more than he loved Jerusalem?

Because, if he doesn’t, it is doubtful
we have more than 4 or 5 years to go.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

AUTHORIZING THE SPEAKER TO
DECLARE A RECESS ON WEDNES-
DAY, JUNE 8, 2016, FOR THE PUR-
POSE OF RECEIVING IN JOINT
MEETING HIS EXCELLENCY
NARENDRA MODI, PRIME MIN-
ISTER OF INDIA

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that it may be in
order at any time on Wednesday, June
8, 2016, for the Speaker to declare a re-
cess, subject to the call of the Chair,
for the purpose of receiving in joint
meeting His Excellency Narendra
Modi, Prime Minister of India.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

———

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 12 o’clock and 55 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow, Fri-
day, May 27, 2016, at 10 a.m.

———

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

5502. A letter from the Director, Issuances
Staff, Office of Policy and Program Develop-
ment, Food Safety and Inspection Service,
Department of Agriculture, transmitting the
Department’s final rule — Classes of Poultry
[Docket No.: FSIS-2015-0026] (RIN: 0583-AD60)
received May 23, 2016, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Agriculture.

5503. A letter from the Administrator,
Rural Business-Cooperative Service, Rural
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Development, Department of Agriculture,
transmitting the Department’s Major final
rule — Guaranteed Loanmaking and Serv-
icing Regulations (RIN: 0570-AA85) received
May 24, 2016, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Agriculture.

5604. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s direct final rule — Air Plan Approval;
ME; Control of Volatile Organic Compound
Emissions from Fiberglass Boat Manufac-
turing and Surface Coating Facilities [EPA-
R01-OAR-2015-0801; A-1-FRIL-9946-94-Regio n
1] received May 25, 2016, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

5505. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — EPAAR Clause for Level of
Effort — Cost-Reimbursement Contract
[EPA-HQ-OARM-2012-0478; FRIL-9946-47-
OARM] received May 25, 2016, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
261; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

5506. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation
of Implementation Plans; State of Cali-
fornia; Revised Format of 40 CFR Part 52 for
Materials Incorporated by Reference [CA130-
NBK; FRL-9942-49-Region 9] received May 25,
2016, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

5507. A letter from the Director, Inter-
national Cooperation, Office of the Under
Secretary of Defense, Acquisition, Tech-
nology and Logistics, Department of De-
fense, transmitting the Department’s intent
to sign an agreement between the Depart-
ment of Defense of the United States of
America and the Ministry of Defence of the
Republic of Estonia, Transmittal No. 15-16,
pursuant to Sec. 27(f) of the Arms Export
Control Act, and Executive Order 13637; to
the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

5508. A letter from the Acting Director, Of-
fice of Personnel Management, transmitting
the Office’s final rule — Prevailing Rate Sys-
tems; Abolishment of the Newburgh, NY, Ap-
propriated Fund Federal Wage System Wage
Area (RIN: 3206-AN26) received May 16, 2016,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form.

5509. A letter from the Board Chairman and
Chief Executive Officer, Farm Credit Admin-
istration, transmitting the Administration’s
final rule — Rules of Practice and Procedure;
Adjusting Civil Money Penalties for Infla-
tion (RIN: 3052-AD16) received May 25, 2016,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

5510. A letter from the Management and
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Airworthiness Direc-
tives; Airbus Airplanes [Docket No.: FAA-
2015-1277; Directorate Identifier 2014-NM-155-
AD; Amendment 39-18459; AD 2016-07-14] (RIN:
2120-A A64) received May 17, 2016, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
2561; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

55611. A letter from the Deputy General
Counsel, Office of Surety Guarantees, Small
Business Administration, transmitting the
Administration’s final rule — Surety Bond
Guarantee Program; Miscellaneous Amend-
ments (RIN: 3245-AG70) received May 23, 2016,
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pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Small Business.

———

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of
committees were delivered to the Clerk
for printing and reference to the proper
calendar, as follows:

Mr. HENSARLING: Committee on Finan-
cial Services. H.R. 4166. A Dbill to amend the
Securities Exchange Act of 1934 to provide
specific credit risk retention requirements
to certain qualifying collateralized loan obli-
gations; with an amendment (Rept. 114-596).
Referred to the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union.

Mr. HENSARLING: Committee on Finan-
cial Services. H.R. 4620. A bill to amend the
Securities Exchange Act of 1934 to exempt
certain commercial real estate loans from
risk retention requirements, and for other
purposes (Rept. 114-597). Referred to the
Committee of the Whole House on the state
of the Union.

———
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions of the following
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows:

By Mrs. ELLMERS of North Carolina:

H.R. 5336. A bill to require Members of the
House of Representatives to post informa-
tion on their official public websites on the
costs of trips taken by Members for which
expenses were paid by the Department of De-
fense, the Department of State, or other of-
fices of the House of Representatives, to di-
rect the Committee on House Administra-
tion of the House of Representatives to
maintain an online clearinghouse on its offi-
cial public website of all such information
for all Members, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on House Administration.

By Mr. O'ROURKE (for himself, Mr.
COFFMAN, Miss RICE of New York, and
Ms. T1ITUS):

H.R. 5337. A Dbill to ensure that an indi-
vidual who is transitioning from receiving
medical treatment furnished by the Sec-
retary of Defense to medical treatment fur-
nished by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs
receives the pharmaceutical agents required
for such transition; to the Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs.

By Mr. KATKO (for himself, Mr.
McCAUL, Mr. KEATING, Mr. KING of
New York, Miss RICE of New York,

Mr. DONOVAN, Ms. McSALLY, Mr.
MARCHANT, Mr. JOYCE, and Mr.
DoLD):

H.R. 5338. A bill to reduce passenger wait
times at airports, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Homeland Security.

By Mr. PRICE of North Carolina (for
himself and Mr. ISsSA):

H.R. 5339. A bill to amend title 18, United
States Code, to clarify and expand Federal
criminal jurisdiction over Federal contrac-
tors and employees outside the United
States, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. DEFAZIO (for himself, Mr.
DoLD, and Mr. THOMPSON of Mis-
sissippi):

H.R. 5340. A bill to amend title 49, United
States Code, to ensure that revenues col-
lected from passengers as aviation security
fees are used to help finance the costs of
aviation security screening by repealing a
requirement that a portion of such fees be
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credited as offsetting receipts and deposited
in the general fund of the Treasury; to the
Committee on Homeland Security.

By Mr. MICA:

H.R. 5341. A bill to amend title 5, United
States Code, to provide for recalculation of
basic annuity benefits for certain air traffic
controllers, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform.

By Mr. NOLAN:

H.R. 5342. A bill to amend title II of the So-
cial Security Act to provide a midyear cost-
of-living increase to account for the lack of
an automatic increase for 2016, to apply the
Consumer Price Index for the Elderly (CPI-
E) to future Social Security COLAs, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Ways
and Means, and in addition to the Committee
on Education and the Workforce, for a period
to be subsequently determined by the Speak-
er, in each case for consideration of such pro-
visions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mrs. DINGELL (for herself and Mr.
WALBERG):

H.R. 5343. A bill to require increased re-
porting regarding certain surgeries sched-
uled at medical facilities of the Department
of Veterans Affairs; to the Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs.

By Mr. CARTWRIGHT (for himself, Mr.
GRIJALVA, Mr. HONDA, Ms. EDDIE
BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas, Mr.
PoLis, Mr. RANGEL, Mr. YOUNG of
Alaska, Mr. MARINO, and Mr. POSEY):

H.R. 5344. A Dbill to clarify that pilot pro-
grams that honor and reward organ donation
are not preempted by Federal criminal law
and that offering and accepting such benefits
in accordance with a pilot program are not
criminal acts; to the Committee on Energy
and Commerce.

By Mr. YOUNG of Iowa (for himself and
Ms. SINEMA):

H.R. 5345. A bill to require the Attorney
General to establish procedures for expedited
review of the case of any person who unlaw-
fully solicits personal information for pur-
poses of committing identity theft, while
purporting to be acting on behalf of the IRS,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
the Judiciary, and in addition to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means, for a period to be
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. YOUNG of Iowa:

H.R. 5346. A bill to amend the Homeland
Security Act of 2002 to make the Assistant
Secretary of Homeland Security for Health
Affairs responsible for coordinating the ef-
forts of the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity related to food, agriculture, and veteri-
nary defense against terrorism, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity, and in addition to the Committees on
Energy and Commerce, and Agriculture, for
a period to be subsequently determined by
the Speaker, in each case for consideration
of such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned.

By Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois (for
himself and Mr. KIND):

H.R. 5347. A bill to provide for phased-in
payment of Social Security Disability Insur-
ance payments during the waiting period for
individuals with a terminal illness; to the
Committee on Ways and Means.

By Ms. SCHAKOWSKY (for herself, Mr.
SEAN PATRICK MALONEY of New York,
and Ms. KUSTER):

H.R. 5348. A bill to amend the Federal
Power Act to establish an Office of Public
Participation and Consumer Advocacy; to
the Committee on Energy and Commerce.
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By Mr. KNIGHT:

H.R. 5349. A bill to reduce government-im-
posed obstacles to profitability and accessi-
bility for new electric energy projects; to the
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform, and in addition to the Committees
on Energy and Commerce, and Natural Re-
sources, for a period to be subsequently de-
termined by the Speaker, in each case for
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned.

By Mr. HONDA (for himself, Mr. REED,
Mr. GIBSON, and Mr. TAKANO):

H.R. 5350. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide for an energy in-
vestment credit for energy storage property
connected to the grid, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Ways and Means.

By Mrs. WALORSKI (for herself, Mr.
WILSON of South Carolina, Mr. ZINKE,
and Ms. STEFANIK):

H.R. 5351. A bill to prohibit the transfer of
any individual detained at United States
Naval Station, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba; to
the Committee on Armed Services.

By Mr. GRAYSON (for himself, Mr.
ELLISON, and Mr. CONYERS):

H.R. 5352. A bill to amend the National
Voter Registration Act of 1993 to prohibit
States from disqualifying individuals con-
victed of criminal offenses, other than indi-
viduals convicted of murder, manslaughter,
or sex crimes, from registering to vote or
voting in elections for Federal office; to the
Committee on House Administration.

By Mr. REED (for himself, Mr. KATKO,
Ms. SLAUGHTER, Mr. SERRANO, Mr.
ToNKO, Mr. CROWLEY, Mr. GIBSON, Ms.
CLARKE of New York, Mr. HIGGINS,
and Mr. COLLINS of New York):

H.R. 5353. A bill to authorize the Secretary
of the Interior to conduct a study to assess
the suitability and feasibility of designating
certain land as the Finger Lakes National
Heritage Area, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Natural Resources.

By Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois:

H.R. 5354. A Dbill to amend title IV of the
Social Security Act to improve supports for
kinship caregivers in child welfare programs
and the program of block grants to States
for temporary assistance for needy families;
to the Committee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. ASHFORD (for himself and Mr.
JONES):

H.R. 5355. A bill to amend title 49, United
States Code, to assist veterans to obtain cer-
tain public transportation jobs, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

By Mr. BRADY of Texas (for himself,
Mr. BURGESS, Mr. CARTER of Texas,

Mr. CONAWAY, Mr. GOHMERT, Mr.
GENE GREEN of Texas, Mr. HEN-
SARLING, Mr. HURD of Texas, Ms.

EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas, Mr.
SAM JOHNSON of Texas, Mr. MARCH-
ANT, Mr. McCAUL, Mr. NEUGEBAUER,
Mr. OLSON, Mr. RATCLIFFE, Mr. SES-
SIONS, Mr. SMITH of Texas, Mr.
THORNBERRY, Mr. VELA, Mr. VEASEY,
Mr. BARTON, Ms. GRANGER, Mr. WIL-
LIAMS, and Mr. HINOJOSA):

H.R. 5356. A bill to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at
14231 TX-150 in Coldspring, Texas, as the “E.
Marie Youngblood Post Office’; to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form.

By Mr. CARSON of Indiana (for him-
self, Mr. SCHRADER, and Mr. HANNA):

H.R. 5357. A bill to amend the Elementary
and Secondary Education Act of 1965 to au-
thorize an interstate teaching application
program; to the Committee on Education
and the Workforce.

By Mr. CLYBURN (for himself and Mr.
SANFORD):
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H.R. 5358. A bill to establish Penn School -
Reconstruction Era National Monument in
the State of South Carolina as a unit of the
National Park System, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources.

By Mr. HUFFMAN:

H.R. 5359. A bill to revise Federal flamma-
bility standards for motor vehicle child re-
straint systems; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

By Mr. JORDAN (for himself, Mr.
MEADOWS, Mr. DESJARLAIS, Mr. GOH-
MERT, and Mr. CHABOT):

H.R. 5360. A bill to help individuals receiv-
ing assistance under means-tested welfare
programs obtain self-sufficiency, to provide
information on total spending on means-
tested welfare programs, to provide an over-
all spending limit on means-tested welfare
programs, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Ways and Means, and in addi-
tion to the Committees on Agriculture, En-
ergy and Commerce, Financial Services, and
the Budget, for a period to be subsequently
determined by the Speaker, in each case for
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned.

By Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania (for
himself, Mr. BLUMENAUER, Mr.
NOLAN, Mr. HASTINGS, Mr. KIND, and
Mr. ZELDIN):

H.R. 5361. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide for the tax-ex-
empt financing of certain government-owned
buildings; to the Committee on Ways and
Means.

By Mr. KENNEDY:

H.R. 5362. A bill to amend title XIX of the
Social Security Act to provide a higher Fed-
eral matching rate for increased expendi-
tures under Medicaid for mental and behav-
ioral health services, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Energy and Commerce.

By Mr. LANCE (for himself and Mr.
NEAL):

H.R. 5363. A bill to authorize the President
to award the Medal of Honor posthumously
to Corporal David Dunnels White of the
United States Army for his capture of Con-
federate Major General George Washington
Custis Lee at the Battle of Sailor’s Creek,
Virginia, during the Civil War; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services.

By Mr. LANGEVIN (for himself, Mr.
MARINO, Ms. BASS, Mr. HASTINGS, Ms.
EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas, Mr.
CARTWRIGHT, and Mrs. DINGELL):

H.R. 5364. A bill to provide States with
flexibility to use Federal IV-E funding for
State child welfare programs to improve
safety, permanency, and well-being out-
comes for all children who need child welfare
services; to the Committee on Ways and
Means.

By Mr. MULLIN (for himself and Mr.
KENNEDY):

H.R. 5365. A bill to amend the Professional
Boxing Safety Act of 1996 to include fighters
of combat sports in the safety provisions of
such Act; to the Committee on Education
and the Workforce, and in addition to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce, for a
period to be subsequently determined by the
Speaker, in each case for consideration of
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned.

By Mr. MURPHY of Florida (for him-
self and Mr. FITZPATRICK):

H.R. 5366. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to exclude from gross in-
come for seven years amounts earned from
the sale of drugs that demonstrate break-
through therapies for treating Alzheimer’s
disease; to the Committee on Ways and
Means.
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By Mr. NORCROSS:

H.R. 5367. A bill to amend title II of the So-
cial Security Act to provide for cost-of-liv-
ing adjustments indexed to the Consumer
Price Index for the Elderly, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Ways and
Means, and in addition to the Committees on
Education and the Workforce, Energy and
Commerce, Armed Services, and Oversight
and Government Reform, for a period to be
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Ms. NORTON:

H.R. 5368. A Dbill to direct the Department
of Transportation to issue regulations to re-
quire enhanced security measures for ship-
ments of security sensitive material, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure.

By Mr. RYAN of Ohio (for himself, Mr.
YARMUTH, Mr. JENKINS of West Vir-
ginia, Mr. CONYERS, Ms. JACKSON
LEE, Mr. HASTINGS, Mr. QUIGLEY, Ms.
MOORE, Mr. CUMMINGS, and Mrs. DIN-
GELL):

H.R. 5369. A bill to amend the Public
Health Service Act to reauthorize the
Healthy Start for Infants Program; to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

By Mr. SHERMAN (for himself and Mr.
FORTENBERRY):

H.R. 5370. A bill to provide for restrictions
related to nuclear cooperation with the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs,
and in addition to the Committee on Energy
and Commerce, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each
case for consideration of such provisions as
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee
concerned.

By Ms. TSONGAS:

H.R. 5371. A bill to revise repayment terms
for certain loans made under the Lowell Na-
tional Historical Park Historic Preservation
Loan Program; to the Committee on Natural
Resources.

By Ms. LEE (for herself, Mr. HINOJOSA,

Ms. Jupy CHU of California, Mr.
HoNDA, Mr. GRIJALVA, and Mr.
BUTTERFIELD):

H. Con. Res. 134. Concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the sense of the Congress regarding
the need for increased diversity and inclu-
sion in the tech sector, and increased access
to opportunity in science, technology, engi-
neering, arts, and mathematics (STEAM)
education; to the Committee on Education
and the Workforce.

By Mr. JONES:

H. Res. 755. A resolution amending the
Rules of the House of Representatives to ob-
serve a moment of silence in the House on
the first legislative day of each month for
those killed or wounded in United States en-
gagements in Iraq, Afghanistan, and other
countries where Americans are serving in
harms way; to the Committee on Rules.

By Ms. BONAMICI (for herself, Mr.
RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois, Mr. SCOTT
of Virginia, Ms. FUDGE, Mr. COSTELLO

of Pennsylvania, Mr. CURBELO of
Florida, Ms. STEFANIK, and Mr.
JEFFRIES):

H. Res. 756. A resolution expressing support
for a whole child approach to education and
recognizing the role of parents, educators,
and community members in providing a
whole child approach to education for each
student; to the Committee on Education and
the Workforce.

By Ms. JUDY CHU of California:

H. Res. 757. A resolution recognizing the
significance of Asian/Pacific American Herit-
age Month in May as an important time to
celebrate the significant contributions of
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Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders to the
history of the United States; to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form.

By Mr. CICILLINE (for himself, Ms.
SCHAKOWSKY, Ms. MATSUI, Ms.
CLARKE of New York, Ms. KAPTUR,
Ms. WILSON of Florida, Mr. COHEN,
Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM of New
Mexico, Mr. DEFAZIO, Ms.
VELAZQUEZ, Ms. MENG, Mrs. DINGELL,
Mr. GARAMENDI, Ms. PINGREE, Mr.
LANGEVIN, Mr. POCAN, Ms. BONAMICI,
Ms. TITUS, Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY
of New York, Mr. GALLEGO, Mr. MUR-
PHY of Florida, Mr. SERRANO, Mr.
KEATING, and Mr. GRIJALVA):

H. Res. 758. A resolution amending the
Rules of the House of Representatives to es-
tablish a Permanent Select Committee on
Aging; to the Committee on Rules.

By Mr. FOSTER:

H. Res. 759. A resolution expressing the
sense of the House of Representatives in sup-
port of the International Atomic Energy
Agency’s (IAEA) nuclear security role; to the
Committee on Foreign Affairs.

By Ms. LEE (for herself, Ms. CLARKE of
New York, Mr. BISHOP of Georgia,
Mr. RUsH, Ms. BROWN of Florida, Ms.
NORTON, Mr. ENGEL, Mr. MEEKS, Ms.
MAXINE WATERS of California, Ms.
WILsON of Florida, Ms. MOORE, Mr.
HASTINGS, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr.
LEWIS, Ms. JACKSON LEE, Mr. SABLAN,
Mr. CONYERS, Mr. AL GREEN of Texas,
Mr. DEUTCH, Ms. HAHN, Mr.
GUTIERREZ, Ms. MENG, Mr. GRIJALVA,
Mr. COHEN, and Mr. PAYNE):

H. Res. 760. A resolution recognizing the
significance of National Caribbean American
Heritage Month; to the Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform.

By Ms. NORTON:

H. Res. 761. A resolution recognizing the
lack of full voting rights in Congress for ac-
tive duty service members, National Guard
members, reservists, veterans, and their fam-
ilies who are District of Columbia residents;
to the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform.

By Ms. SLAUGHTER (for herself, Mr.
COLE, Ms. NORTON, Mr. CONNOLLY,
Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New
York, Mr. HECK of Washington, Ms.
DELAURO, Ms. EDWARDS, Ms. WILSON
of Florida, Miss RICE of New York,

Mr. HASTINGS, Ms. TITUS, Mr.
AMODEI, Mr. MicAa, Ms. McCOLLUM,
Mr. NADLER, Ms. CLARKE of New

York, Mr. HONDA, Mr. JOHNSON of
Georgia, Mr. TONKO, Mr. PRICE of
North Carolina, Mr. GRIJALVA, Mr.
TED LIEU of California, Mr.
CARDENAS, Mr. MOULTON, Mr. CAL-
VERT, Mr. ROKITA, Mr. SIMPSON, Ms.
EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas,
Mrs. MILLER of Michigan, Mr. VAN
HOLLEN, Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN, Ms.
PINGREE, Mr. ISRAEL, Mr. JOYCE, Mr.
LANCE, Mr. KILMER, and Mr. JENKINS
of West Virginia):

H. Res. 762. A resolution recognizing the
75th anniversary of the opening of the Na-
tional Gallery of Art; to the Committee on
House Administration.

————

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY
STATEMENT

Pursuant to clause 7 of rule XII of
the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives, the following statements are sub-
mitted regarding the specific powers
granted to Congress in the Constitu-
tion to enact the accompanying bill or
joint resolution.
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By Mrs. ELLMERS of North Carolina:

H.R. 5336.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 18:

To make all Laws which shall be necessary
and proper for carrying into Execution the
foregoing Powers, and all Powers vested by
this Constitution in the Government of the
United States or in any Department or Offi-
cer thereof.

By Mr. O'ROURKE:

H.R. 5337.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Under Article I, Section 8 of the Constitu-
tion, Congress has the power ‘‘to make all
Laws which shall be necessary and proper for
carrying into Execution the foregoing Pow-
ers, and all other Powers vested by this Con-
stitution in the Government of the United
States, or any Department or Officer there-
of’.

By Mr. KATKO:

H.R. 5338.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 3—To regulate
Commerece with foreign Nations, and among
the several States, and with Indian Tribes.

By Mr. PRICE of North Carolina:

H.R. 5339.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation under Article 1 Section 8, Clause 1
(“‘[To] provide for the common Defense and
general Welfare of of the United States’’) and
10 ([t]o define and punish...offensense against
the laws of Nations.”’)

By Mr. DEFAZIO:

H.R. 5340.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Clause I, Section 8, of Article I of the
United States Constitution

By Mr. MICA:

H.R. 5341.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 18

To make all Laws which shall be necessary
and proper for carrying into Execution the
foregoing Powers, and all other Powers vest-
ed by this Constitution in the Government of
the United States, or in any Department or
Officer thereof.

By Mr. NOLAN:

H.R. 5342.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8 of the Constitution.

By Mrs. DINGELL:

H.R. 5343.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

The constitutional authority of Congress
to enact this legislation is provided by Arti-
cle I, section 8 of the United States Constitu-
tion.

By Mr. CARTWRIGHT:

H.R. 5344.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 3 (relating to
the power of Congress to regulate Commerce
with foreign Nations, and among the several
States, and with the Indian Tribes.)

By Mr. YOUNG of Iowa:

H.R. 5345.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clauses 1 and 18

By Mr. YOUNG of Iowa:

H.R. 5346.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 18 of the United
States Constitution.
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By Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois:

H.R. 5347.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

The constitutional authority on which this
bill rests is the power of Congress as stated
in Article I, Section 8, Clause 1 of the United
States Constitution.

By Ms. SCHAKOWSKY:

H.R. 5348.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section VIII

By Mr. KNIGHT:

H.R. 5349.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8

By Mr. HONDA:

H.R. 5350.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

section 8 of article I of the Constitution.

By Mrs. WALORSKI:

H.R. 5351.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8 of the Constitution.
“To provide for the common defense,” ‘‘to
raise and support Armies,” ‘‘to provide and
maintain a Navy,” and ‘“‘to make rules for
the government and regulation of the land
and naval forces.”

By Mr. GRAYSON:

H.R. 5352.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, of the United States
Constitution.

By Mr. REED:

H.R. 5353.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 18: ‘“To make
all laws which shall be necessary and proper
for carrying into execution the foregoing
powers, and all other powers vested by this
Constitution in the government of the
United States, or in any department or offi-
cer thereof.”

By Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois:

H.R. 5354.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I of the Constitution and its subse-
quent amendments and further clarified and
interpreted by the Supreme Court of the
United States.

By Mr. ASHFORD:

H.R. 5355.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, section 8 of the Constitution of
the United States

By Mr. BRADY of Texas:

H.R. 5356.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 7: ‘“The Con-
gress shall have power . . . to establish Post
Offices and Post Roads.”” [Page H1802]

By Mr. CARSON of Indiana:

H.R. 5357.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Clause 1 of section 8 of Article I of the Con-
stitution.

By Mr. CLYBURN:

H.R. 5358.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8 of the United States
Constitution.

By Mr. HUFFMAN:

H.R. 5359.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 3
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The Congress shall have Power . . . To reg-
ulate Commerce with foreign Nations, and
among the several States, and with the In-
dian Tribes.

By Mr. JORDAN:

H.R. 5360.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

The bill makes specific changes to existing
law in a manner that returns power to the
States and to the people, in accordance with
Amendment X of the United States Constitu-
tion.

By Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania:

H.R. 5361.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I Section 8 of the United States
Constitution.

By Mr. KENNEDY:

H.R. 5362.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 8, Section 8—to provide for the gen-
eral welfare and to regulate commerce
among the states.

By Mr. LANCE:

H.R. 5363.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Sec. 8, Clause 1, of the United
State Constitution

This states that ‘‘Congress shall have
power to . . . lay and collect taxes, duties,
imposts and excises, to pay the debts and
provide for the common defense and general
welfare of the United States.”

By Mr. LANGEVIN:

H.R. 5364.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 1.

By Mr. MULLIN:

H.R. 5365.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

clause 3 of section 8 of article I of the Con-
stitution

By Mr. MURPHY of Florida:

H.R. 5366.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8 of the United States
Constitution.

By Mr. NORCROSS:

H.R. 5367.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8 of the US Constitution

By Ms. NORTON:

H.R. 5368.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

clause 3 of section 8 of article I of the Con-
stitution.

By Mr. RYAN of Ohio:

H.R. 5369.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8: To make all Laws
which shall be necessary and proper for car-
rying into Execution the foregoing Powers,
and all other Powers vested by this Constitu-
tion in the Government of the United States,
or in any Department or Officer thereof.

By Mr. SHERMAN:

H.R. 5370.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 3, the com-
merce clause.

By Ms. TSONGAS:

H.R. 5371.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Clause 1 of Section 8 of Article 1 of the
United States Constitution.

May 26, 2016

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions, as follows:

H.R. 24: Mr. GRAVES of Missouri and Mr.
JENKINS of West Virginia.

H.R. 194: Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana, Mr. DIAZ-
BALART, Mr. HILL, Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee,
Mr. WESTMORELAND, Mr. BUTTERFIELD, Mr.
WALDEN, Mr. YODER, Mr. KLINE, and Mr.
COLE.

H.R.

H.R.

H.R.

H.R.

H.R.

H.R.

266: Mr.
448: Mr.
662: Mr.

FINCHER.

LARSEN of Washington.
CARTER of Georgia.

711: Mr. KIND and Mr. CONNOLLY.
738: Mr. PERLMUTTER.

775: Mrs. LOVE.

H.R. 827: Mr. POSEY.

H.R. 923: Mr. WOMACK.

H.R. 1218: Mr. LOWENTHAL, Mr. TED LIEU of
California, Mr. RYAN of Ohio, Mr. AUSTIN
ScoTrT of Georgia, Mr. REICHERT, and Mr.
CARTWRIGHT.

H.R. 1266: Mr. JODY B. HICE of Georgia.

H.R. 1342: Mrs. ELLMERS of North Carolina.

H.R. 1399: Mrs. DINGELL and Mr. WITTMAN.

H.R. 1453: Mr. BUTTERFIELD.

H.R. 1549: Mr. GUINTA.

H.R. 1859: Ms. KUSTER.

H.R. 1962: Mr. GRIJALVA.

H.R. 1963: Mr. CARTWRIGHT.

H.R. 2058: Mr. BILIRAKIS.

H.R. 2087: Ms. GRAHAM and Mrs. WATSON
COLEMAN.

H.R. 2315: Mr. WILLIAMS.

H.R. 2350: Mr. NEWHOUSE and Mr.
SON.

H.R. 2368: Ms. McCOLLUM.

H.R. 2449: Mrs. DINGELL, Mr. TAKANO, Ms.
LINDA T. SANCHEZ of California, and Mr.
RYAN of Ohio.

H.R. 2450: Mr.

H.R. 2477: Mr.

H.R. 2638: Mr.

H.R. 2694: Mr.

H.R. 2698: Mr.

H.R. 2712: Mr. BOUSTANY.

H.R. 2737: Mr. CLAY, Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ
of California, Mr. FATTAH, Mr. SIRES, Mr.
KIND, Mrs. KIRKPATRICK, Mr. KILDEE, Mrs.
DINGELL, Mr. KENNEDY, Mr. MOULTON, Mr.
GRAVES of Louisiana, Mr. BISHOP of Georgia,
Ms. SINEMA, Ms. DELAURO, Ms. KUSTER, and
Mr. AGUILAR.

H.R. 2948: Mr. KING of Iowa, Mr. PETERSON,
and Ms. PINGREE.

H.R. 2992: Mr. TIPTON, Mr. RICE of South
Carolina, Mr. MURPHY of Pennsylvania, Mrs.
LumwMmis, Mr. COFFMAN, Mrs. BLACK, Mr. BAR-
TON, Mr. SIMPSON, Mr. WOMACK, Mr. LUETKE-
MEYER, Mr. WALBERG, Mr. FARENTHOLD, Mr.
Mica, Mr. REED, Mr. WALDEN, Mr. MULLIN,
Mr. WOODALL, Mr. CRENSHAW, Mr. BUCHANAN,
Mr. YOUNG of Iowa, Mr. FORBES, Mr. WITT-
MAN, Mr. RIGELL, Mr. RIBBLE, Mr. JOYCE, Mr.
FRELINGHUYSEN, Mr. NUNES, Mr. DONOVAN,
Mr. ROUZER, Mr. GIBBS, Mr. MARINO, Mr.
YouNG of Alaska, Mr. HARPER, Mr.
GROTHMAN, and Mr. MASSIE.

H.R. 3012: Mrs. LOVE.

H.R. 3080: Mr. MEEHAN.

H.R. 3094: Mr. CARTER of Texas.

H.R. 3164: Ms. KAPTUR.

H.R. 3220: Mr. PAULSEN.

H.R. 3238: Mr. FARR, Mr. MCGOVERN, Ms.
LEE, Ms. McCoLLUM, Mr. ASHFORD, Mr. MI-
CHAEL F. DOYLE of Pennsylvania, Ms. ESHOO,
Mr. POCAN, Mr. PERLMUTTER, Ms. DELAURO,
and Mr. BEYER.

H.R. 3255: Mrs. ELLMERS of North Carolina.

H.R. 3308: Ms. CAsTOR of Florida, Mr.
CUELLAR, Mr. KILDEE, Mr. PETERS, and Ms.
SPEIER.

H.R. 3323: Mr. COLLINS of New York.

H.R. 3515: Mr. WENSTRUP.

H.R. 3550: Mr. COHEN.

H.R. 3798: Mr. EMMER of Minnesota.

PETER-

BEYER and Ms. MCCOLLUM.
PAULSEN.

COHEN.

LEVIN.

MICA.
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H.R. 3815: Mr. CROWLEY, Mr. GIBSON, Mr.
CoLLINS of New York, and Mr. POLIQUIN.

H.R. 3880: Mr. PITTENGER.

H.R. 3884: Mr. NUGENT and Mr. CALVERT.

H.R. 3885: Mr. CALVERT.

H.R. 3929: Mrs. DINGELL, Mr. BARLETTA, Mr.
BYRNE, Mr. HULTGREN, Mr. MCCLINTOCK, Mrs.
MCMORRIS RODGERS, Mrs. NOEM, Mrs. MILLER
of Michigan, Mr. REED, Mr. ROTHFUS, Mr.
WALDEN and Mr. LIPINSKI.

H.R. 4062: Mr. KIND and Mr. ALLEN.

H.R. 4065: Mr. CURBELO of Florida.

H.R. 4166: Mr. HILL.

H.R. 4352: Ms. SINEMA, Mr. YOUNG of Iowa,
Mr. COLLINS of Georgia, Mr. YOHO, Mr. HILL,
Mr. SCALISE, Ms. SLAUGHTER, Mr. CRENSHAW,
Mr. BENISHEK, Mr. MOOLENAAR, Mr. VAN HOL-
LEN, Mr. TED LIEU of California, Mr.
GARAMENDI, Mrs. WALORSKI, Mr. COSTELLO of
Pennsylvania, Mr. WILLIAMS, Mr. WALDEN,
Mr. WILSON of South Carolina, Mr. CICILLINE,
Ms. HAHN, Mr. DELANEY, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY,
Mr. HIMES, Mr. VELA, Mr. GENE GREEN of
Texas, Mr. AGUILAR, Mr. SWALWELL of Cali-
fornia, Mr. NEAL, Mr. SANFORD, Mr.
LAMALFA, Mr. ROKITA, Mr. BROOKS of Ala-
bama, Mr. DUNCAN of South Carolina, Mr.
TURNER, Mr. GRAVES of Louisiana, Mr.
KINZINGER of Illinois, Mr. HUNTER, Mr. SMITH
of New Jersey, Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois,
Mr. STUTZMAN, Mr. FORTENBERRY, Mr. SMITH
of Missouri, Mr. STEWART, Mr. ZINKE, Mr.
DUFFY, Mr. STIVERS, Mrs. WAGNER, Mr.
LucAas, Mr. ROE of Tennessee, Mrs.
HARTZLER, Mrs. MILLER of Michigan, Mr.
WALKER, Mr. AMODEI, Mr. NEWHOUSE, Mr.
TIBERI, Mr. ABRAHAM, Mr. BOST, Mr. JENKINS
of West Virginia, Mr. CHAFFETZ, Mr. GUTH-
RIE, Mr. PALAZZO, Mr. CALVERT, Mr. BUR-
GESS, Mrs. BLACK, Mr. RUPPERSBERGER, Mr.
FARR, Mr. KIND, Mr. MCDERMOTT, Mr. SMITH
of Washington, Mr. DEUTCH, Mr. PETERSON,
Mr. BERA, Mr. MASSIE, Mr. DESAULNIER, Mr.
NOLAN, Mr. COOPER, and Mr. HUELSKAMP.

H.R. 4365: Mr. RICHMOND.

H.R. 4428: Mr. BARR.

H.R. 4445: Ms. LOFGREN.

H.R. 4480: Ms. BROWNLEY of California.

H.R. 4488: Mr. CARTWRIGHT and Ms. PIN-
GREE.

H.R. 4514: Mr.
WASSERMAN SCHULTZ.

H.R. 4559: Mr. DAVID ScOTT of Georgia.

H.R. 4592: Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN, Mr.
NOLAN, Mr. PETERSON, Mr. BLUMENAUER, Mr.
RUIZ, Mr. MACARTHUR, Mr. PIERLUISI, Mr.
COSTELLO of Pennsylvania, Mr. CRAMER, Mr.
STIVERS, Ms. TITUS, Ms. CLARKE of New

DESANTIS and Ms.

York, Mr. CLEAVER, Mr. CLYBURN, Mrs.
Davis of California, Ms. FUDGE, Mr.
GARAMENDI, Mr. HOYER, and Mr. LARSEN of
Washington.

H.R. 4606: Ms. MCCOLLUM.
H.R. 4613: Mr. DONOVAN.
H.R. 4615: Mrs. DAVIS of California.
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H.R. 4620: Mr. BARR.

H.R. 4625: Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN.

H.R. 4662: Mr. CHABOT, Ms. DEGETTE, Mr.
COHEN, Mr. BEN RAY LUJAN of New Mexico,
and Mr. TONKO.

H.R. 4715: Mr.

H.R. 4729: Ms.

H.R. 4740: Ms.

H.R. 4760: Mr.

H.R. 4764: Mr.

H.R. 4770: Mr. LARSON of Connecticut.

H.R. 4773: Mr. SCHWEIKERT,
BRIDENSTINE and Mr. MCCLINTOCK.

H.R. 4794: Ms. BROWNLEY of California.

H.R. 4796: Mr. YARMUTH.

H.R. 4819: Mr. TIPTON.

H.R. 4938: Mr. FARENTHOLD, Mr. MEADOWS,
and Mr. DOLD.

H.R. 4958: Mr. CARTWRIGHT.

H.R. 4959: Mr. WALBERG.

H.R. 5003: Mr. KLINE.

H.R. 5027: Mr. SMITH of Texas.

H.R. 5044: Ms. FUDGE, Mr. PETERS, Mr. CLY-
BURN, Mr. PoLIS, Ms. SPEIER, Ms. KELLY of I1-
linois, Mr. HINOJOSA, Mr. LYNCH, Ms. EDDIE
BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas, Mrs. DAVIS of
California, Mrs. KIRKPATRICK, Mr.
DESAULNIER, Mr. LARSON of Connecticut,
Mrs. BEATTY, Mr. SEAN PATRICK MALONEY of

BARTON and Mr. GUINTA.
PINGREE.

McCOLLUM.

DUNCAN of South Carolina.
BARTON.

Mr.

New York, Ms. WILSON of Florida, Ms.
BORDALLO, Ms. SEWELL of Alabama, Ms.
HAHN, Mr. ASHFORD, Mr. TAKANO, Ms.

SLAUGHTER, Mr. LARSEN of Washington, Ms.
KUSTER, Mr. THOMPSON of California,
TED LIEU of California, Mr. LOEBSACK,
JOHNSON of Georgia, Mr. ELLISON,
MOULTON, Mr. HECK of Washington,
PERLMUTTER, Ms. CLARKE of New York,
CARSON of Indiana, Mr. SABLAN,
DELBENE, and Mrs. BUSTOS.

H.R. 5067: Mr. CLYBURN, Mr. MEEKS, Ms.
WILSON of Florida, Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN,
Mr. CROWLEY, Mr. MCGOVERN, and Mr.
THOMPSON of California.

H.R. 5076: Mr. WITTMAN and Mr. TIPTON.

H.R. 5090: Mr. DESAULNIER, Mr. BISHOP of
Georgia, Mr. FOSTER, Mr. KILDEE, Mr. CART-
WRIGHT, and Ms. WILSON of Florida.

H.R. 5094: Mr. MEEHAN.

H.R. 5121: Mr. CARTWRIGHT.

H.R. 5124: Ms. WILsSON of Florida,
COHEN and Mrs. LAWRENCE.

H.R. 5129: Mr. NEWHOUSE.

H.R. 5131: Mr. GRIJALVA.

H.R. 5143: Mr. EMMER of Minnesota.

H.R. 5149: Ms. DELAURO.

H.R. 5166: Mr. YODER, Mr. SAM JOHNSON of
Texas, Mr. BLUMENAUER, Mr. JOYCE, Mr.
VALADAO, Mr. TIPTON, Mr. DONOVAN, Mr.
PITTENGER, Mr. BLUM, Mr. NEWHOUSE, Mrs.
MCMORRIS RODGERS, Mr. WALBERG, Mr.
MASSIE, Mr. GARRETT, Mr. MESSER, Mr. WIL-
SON of South Carolina, Mr. SMITH of Texas,
and Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee.

H.R. 5168: Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS and Mr.
VAN HOLLEN.

Mr.
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H.R. 5180: Mr. KELLY of Mississippi, Mrs.
ELLMERS of North Carolina, Mr. ISSA, and
Mr. VEASEY.

H.R. 5224: Mr. WILSON of South Carolina.

H.R. 5240: Mr. KING of Iowa, Mr. YOUNG of
Iowa, and Mr. GUTHRIE.

H.R. 5258: Mrs. DINGELL and Ms. MICHELLE
LUJAN GRISHAM of New Mexico.

H.R. 5263: Ms. BoNAMICI, Mr. RUSH, and Mr.
YARMUTH.

H.R. 5275: Mr. CRAMER and Mr. ALLEN.

H.R. 5276: Mr. FRANKS of Arizona, Mr. CUL-
BERSON, Mr. NEUGEBAUER, Mrs. WALORSKI,
Mr. ROUZER, and Mr. WEBER of Texas.

H.R. 5294: Mr. PITTS and Mr. MARCHANT.

H.J. Res. 94: Mr. MCGOVERN.

H. Con. Res. 40: Mr. HANNA, Mrs. CAROLYN
B. MALONEY of New York, Mr. SERRANO, and
Mr. LIPINSKI.

H. Con. Res. 89: Mr. ISSA.

H. Con. Res. 128: Mr. ROKITA.

H. Con. Res. 129: Mr. MURPHY of Florida
and Ms. VELAZQUEZ.

H. Res. 220: Mr. JOYCE, Mr. COOK, Ms. JUDY
CHU of California, and Mr. WELCH.

. Res. 251: Mr. LEVIN.

. Res. 289: Mr. MEEKS.

. Res. 343: Mr. PRICE of North Carolina.

. Res. 360: Mr. FARENTHOLD.

. Res. 377: Mr. MCGOVERN.

. Res. 591: Mr. DUNCAN of South Carolina,
Mr. FARENTHOLD, Mr. FINCHER, Mr.
DESJARLAIS, Ms. PLASKETT, and Mr. ALLEN.

H. Res. 667: Mr. RYAN of Ohio, Mr. JOYCE,
Mr. COSTELLO of Pennsylvania, Mr.
CICILLINE, Ms. SPEIER, Mr. BEYER, Mr. YOUNG
of Indiana, and Mr. KILMER.

H. Res. 694: Mr. KEATING and Ms. NORTON.

H. Res. 712: Mr. KEATING.

H. Res. 717: Mr. CoLLINS of New York and
Mr. COHEN.

H. Res. 729: Ms. BROWNLEY of California,
Mr. BISHOP of Michigan, Mr. SALMON, Mr.
ROGERS of Alabama, Mr. LARSON of Con-
necticut, Mr. OLSON, Mr. ASHFORD, Mr.
BYRNE, Mr. TAKANO, Mr. MCCLINTOCK, Mr.
LUETKEMEYER, Mrs. ELLMERS of North Caro-
lina, Mr. HOLDING, Ms. JUuDY CHU of Cali-
fornia, Mr. HIMES, Mr. MICA, Mr. HASTINGS,
Mr. WOMACK, Mr. BISHOP of Georgia, Mr.
DESANTIS, and Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas.

H. Res. 730: Mr. KEATING.

H. Res. 746: Mr. YARMUTH.

H. Res. 749: Mr. KENNEDY.

jarererferfargent

DELETIONS OF SPONSORS FROM
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS
Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors were

deleted from public bills and resolutions, as
follows:

H. Res. 752: Ms. LEE.
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